A  Record-Shattering  Event 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

Collection 


The  Finest  Known  1913  Liberty 
Head  Nickel  sold  for  a  record 


Record  price  for  a 
large  cent. 

$319,000 
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Record  price  for  a  Record  price 

U.S.  copper  coin.  for  a  dime. 


$506,000 


$550,000 


Record  price  for  a 
colonial  copper. 

$143,000 
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History  in  the  Making 


-Highest  Price  Ever  Realized  for  a- 
Single  U.S.  Coin  at  Auction: 


$1,485,000 for  the  finest  known 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel 


Jay  Parrino  (third  from  left,  holding  catalogue),  poses  with  (from  left) 
Richard  and  Hilde  Eliasberg  and  Dave  Bowers  just  after  he  purchased 
the  finest  known  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  for  a  record-breaking  bid. 
For  more  highlights  from  this  history-making  auction,  see  pages  34-36. 


The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 
Sets  Numismatic  Auction  Records 


Dave’s  Desk 

Lots  of  new  things!  For  the  past  several  days  I  have  been 
cataloguing  new  things  for  this  Rare  Coin  Review.  The  result  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting,  most  diverse  issues  we  have  ever 
published.  Sometime  within  the  next  few  weeks,  we  will  be 
offering  many  of  these  coins  in  listings  in  general-circulation 
coin  periodicals,  but  in  the  meantime,  as  a  Bowers  and  Merena  client,  you  have 
First  chance  on  any  coins  you  can  use. 

In  addition  to  our  coin  listings,  you  11  find  a  number  of  “specials,”  introduc¬ 
tory  offers  complete  with  display  albums,  and,  as  always,  a  nice  selection  of 
books — the  latter  all  at  discounts  of  1 0%  to  20%. 

One  of  the  reasons  I  enjoy  my  job  is  doing  business  with  truly  nice  people. 
Many  of  our  clients  share  my  opinion  that  numismatics  is,  indeed,  the  world’s 
greatest  hobby.  It  is  an  avocation  that  gives  a  lot  back  to  anyone  who  invests  a  small 
amount  of  time  to  learn  about  it.  1  know  that  such  words  as  “learn,”  “education,” 
“books,”  etc.,  may  seem  a  bit  daunting  at  first,  as  most  of  us  like  to  jump  into 
something  right  away.  I  know  that  if  I  get  a  new  program  for  my  Macintosh 
computer,  the  first  thing  I  want  to  do  is  use  it.  I  don’t  want  to  spend  a  lot  of  time 
reading  first!  Similarly,  if  I  suggest  that  buying  a  copy  of  Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  is  a  great  way  to  get  a  jump  start,  I  can 
readily  understand  ifyou  want  to  buy  a  $500  Morgan  dollar  that  catches  your  eye, 
before  you  know  anything  about  it. 

♦  .  After  a  time,  each  coin  in  your  collection  becomes  a  focal  point  for  interest. 
Although  I  could  cite  many  examples,  often  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
I  will  rediscover  an  “ordinary”  coin,  and  it  will  gain  special  interest  and  importance. 
A  good  example  is  the  1936  Elgin  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar.  This  is 
not  a  common  coin,  nor  is  it  a  rarity.  Probably  10,000  or  more  are  in  numismatic 
circles.  When  I  was  writing  my  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  a  few  years  ago,  1  tried  to  find  out  as  much  as  possible  about 
each  and  every  commemorative  variety.  The  1 936  Elgin,  of  which  I  had  bought  and 
sold  many  pieces  without  paying  particular  notice,  jumped  into  sharp  focus  as  I 
corresponded  with  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the  coin’s  designer,  and  as  I  learned 
that  the  Pioneer  Memorial  statue  depicted  on  the  coin  is  still  today  a  focal  point  of 
interest  in  Elgin,  Illinois.  As  an  experiment,  if  you  have  a  copy  of  this  book,  read 
about  the  Elgin  half  dollar  and  see  if  when  you  are  finished  you  have  a  special 
“feeling”  for  this  coin’s  desirability.  (Ifyou  don’t  have  a  copy  of  this  book  and  don’t 
wish  to  buy  one,  send  me  a  note  with  your  name  and  address,  and  I’ll  send  you  a 
photocopy  of  this  section  of  my  book — with  my  compliments.) 

The  point  of  this  discussion  is  that  to  know  a  coin  is  to  love  it.  There  are  so 
many  different  coins  in  the  American  series,  that  it  reading  about  a  1936  Elgin 
Centennial  half  dollar  does  not  ignite  the  right  spark,  perhaps  an  1857  Flying 
Eagle  cent  (a  truly  marvelous,  historical,  and  also  inexpensive  coin)  or  a  sparkling 
Mint  State  Liberty  Head  nickel  will  be  special  to  you.  When  1  was  a  kid  I  always 
dreamed  of  owning  an  1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  and  each  time  I  catalogue  one  for 
sale — such  as  the  lovely  gem  in  this  issue — it  brings  back  great  memories. 

Anyway,  a  fine  coin  collection  can  be  a  passport  to  a  lot  of  fun.  I  encourage 
you  to  buy  coins,  of  course,  and  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  otters  many  great 
opportunities.  But,  beyond  that  I  hope  you  will  take  some  time  to  really  enjoy  the 
coins  once  they  arrive  in  your  mailbox,  and  to  enjoy  the  pieces  you  already  have. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  all  enjoy  coins,  and  we  are 
enthusiastic  about  our  clients  as  well.  1  hope  you  will  find  your  relationship  with 
us  to  be  a  rewarding  one  and  a  very  enjoyable  experience. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

In  this  issue:  We  present  an  especially  wide  selec¬ 
tion  of  interesting  colonial  and  related  pieces,  among 
which  are  numerous  state  copper  coins  of  the  1785- 
1788  era.  As  nearly  all  colonial  coins  have  individual 
characteristics  and  as  a  simple  numerical  grade  or 
even  a  sentence  ol  narrative  often  cannot  completely 
describe  a  coin,  just  ask  Gail  Watson  to  send  on  ap¬ 
proval  any  items  of  interest,  and  you  can  inspect  them 
at  leisure.  Alternatively,  if  you  purchase  any  item  you 
have  30  days  to  check  it  over. 

Colonials  are  a  fascinating  series,  and  we  invite 
you  to  add  a  few  to  your  cabinet. 

Coins  are  attributed  or  referenced  to  various  books 
including  Early  Coins  of  America  by  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous  fine  mono¬ 
graphs  on  state  coinage  and  other  series,  including 
Ryder  and  Richardson  on  Vermont  coppers 
(“Ryder"  numbers),  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper 
coins  (“M”  numbers),  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  cop¬ 
per  coins  of  1787-1788,  Maris  on  New  Jersey  cop¬ 
pers  (“M”),  W.S.  Baker  and  Dr.  George  Fuld  on 
Washington  pieces  and  so  on.  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  in  the  fore  part  gives  a  nice  over¬ 
view  of  colonial  coins  and  also  a  bibliography  from 
which  you  may  choose  any  number  of  additional 
references.  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (“Breen”  numbers)  is  highly 
recommended  for  the  advanced  numismatist. 


Notable  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Large  Planchet 


1652  Noe-1 1.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  AU-50. 

69.74  grains.  Virtually  round  planchet,  and 
quite  handsome  as  such.  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Abundant  traces  of  mint  frost  in  protected 
areas.  Small  planchet  rim  split  from  striking 
pressure,  just  past  N  of  IN.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men — actually  quite  exceptional — of  one  of  the 
most  famous,  most  storied  of  all  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  Ask  to  see  it  on  approval . 5,925 


The  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling,  large  planchet,  is 
perhaps  the  best  known  and  most  storied  of  all  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  Pieces  were  made  from  hand-cut  dies  on  crude 
planchets.  In  their  day  they  circulated  not  only  in  New  En¬ 
gland,  but  to  the  south  to  other  colonies  as  well. 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  Over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
A  very  handsome  specimen.  Elephant  well  de¬ 
fined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering 
clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  de¬ 
fined.  A  classic  early  rarity  of  which  only  a  few 
dozen  are  known  to  exist . 4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered 
piece  was  to  circulate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  settlements  there.  Most  examples  probably  circu¬ 
lated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

1760  Voce  Populi.  B-233.  Z-6C.  MS-60.  Sharply 
struck.  Rich  brown  surfaces.  One  of  Daves  new 

purchases  from  a  recent  buying  trip .  985 

1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Breen-1 1 4 1 . 
With  wreath  in  place  of  the  effaced  vlugtende 
(“fleeing”).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Copper  composi¬ 
tion  (“brass”).  A  high-grade,  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  issue  with  inscriptions  and  devices 
relating  to  the  Revolutionary  War . 1,695 


1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York)  copper.  Figure 
facing  left.  AU-55.  Rich,  lustrous  light  brown 
surfaces  with  ample  lighter  color.  One  of  the 
very  finest  Nova  Eborac  coppers  we’ve  ever  seen 
or  handled.  A  remarkable  coin . 2,495 


1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  Rays.  Crosby 
3-C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Old  scratch  at  date.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  planchet.  Well  struck  $nd  well 

defined . 1,275 

The  Blunt  Rays  type  has  the  reverse  inscription  mis¬ 
spelled  CONSTELATIO.  The  same  die  was  used  with  a 
1785-dated  obverse.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  from 
a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die  with  breaks  at  ER  and  cud 
break  at  rim  with  branch  extending  to  ornament  separating 
S  and  J. 

1787  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  6-G.  Rarity  3. 

Arrows  in  eagles  left  (on  observers  right),  the 
standard  format.  VF-20  with  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 350 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  10-L.  Period  after 

MASSACHUSETTS.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  a 
slightly  higher  grade,  but  lightly  porous.  Quite 
attractive  overall.  From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of 
June  1970,  Lot  589 . 455 

1786  Connecticut.  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 
surfaces . 330 

1787  Connecticut.  M4-L.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 

Horned  Bust  (so-called  from  a  die  break  ex¬ 
tending  upward  from  the  shoulder  of  the  por¬ 
trait).  VF-35.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Smooth  brown  surfaces . 700 

From  a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with  heavy  clash 
marks  beneath  the  R  in  AUCTORI. 

1787  Connecticut.  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  Connecticut.  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M31.1-r.4.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 

defect  on  rim . 145 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 235 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z  5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-12 . 179 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  “Skeleton  Hand”  variety,  so  called 
from  the  appearance  of  the  branch  arm  and 
hand  of  the  seated  figure  on  the  reverse.  VF- 

25 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.7-R.2.  F-15.  Very  faint 

porosity. . 135 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.36-T.2.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
“Skeleton  Hand,”  a  reflection  of  the  bony  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  arm  and  hand.  A  reappearance 
of  the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin  M33-5- 
T.2.  VF-25.  Some  original  planchet  surface  is 
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still  seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incomplete  strik- 
ing  up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for  the  vari¬ 
ety).  Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces;  a  su¬ 
perb  piece  overall . 275 

1 787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.  1 .  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 895 

1 787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.  1 .  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-15.  Lightly  granular  surfaces.  Medium  brown. 
Attractive . 125 

1 787  Connecticut.  M37.3-i.  Rarity-3.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 275 

1787  Connecticut.  M43.1-Y.  Draped  Bust  Left.  VF- 

20.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 175 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Connecticut.  Mll-G.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 . 170 

1786  New  Jersey.  Maris-17-K.  Rarity-4.  F-12. 235 

Obverse  with  horse’s  head  and  inscription  NOVA 
C7ESARLA  (New  Jersey),  date  below.  Reverse  with  shield 
and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  This  general  motif  was  contin¬ 
ued  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1788. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M32-T.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 

1787  New  Jersey.  M32-T.  F-12.  Porous.  Early  die 

state.  Sharpness  of  F-15 . 195 

1787  New  Jersey.  M46-e.  Small  planchet.  Plain 
shield.  F-12  (PCGS);  conservatively  graded,  in 
our  opinion;  we  have  no  problem  calling  it  VF- 
20 . 295 

Late  state  of  obverse  die  with  bulge  above  date. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VF-30.  Quality-wise  this 
is  a  real  beauty,  what  with  its  smooth  surfaces 
and  glossy  brown  planchet;  in  fact,  probably  not 
one  in  10  specimens  of  Maris  48-g  at  this  grade 
level  will  match  it . 450 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 
upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  F-15  (PCGS)  or  a  bit 
better,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20. 265 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 
upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M64-t.  Small  planchet.  VF-20 
(PCGS).  Somewhat  irregular  planchet  surfaces, 
especially  on  the  reverse,  where  certain  of  the 
original  planchet  characteristics  are  visible  on  the 
shield . 375 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  BR-1 147.  EF-40.  Ob¬ 
verse  design  similar  to  the  Connecticut  Draped 
Bust  Left  coppers . 825 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1022.  Thick  Planchet. 

202.2  grains.  AU-50 . 1,150 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 

Ask  To  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent 
to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the 
piece.  These  early  coins  are  very  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  often  in-person  inspec¬ 
tion  is  more  revealing  than  are  short  de¬ 
scriptions  in  the  present  listing. 


struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1 789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers.  Does  any  Rare  Coin  Review  reader 
have  more  information? 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1022.  Thick  Planchet. 

166.64  grains.  AU-50.  A  very  attractive 

piece .  1,150 

Kentucky  cent.  Lancaster  edge.  MS-60  RB 

(PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAYABLE  IN 
LANCASTER  LONDON  OR  BRISTOL.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  with  a  generous  quo¬ 
tient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so  fine!  ..  1 ,295 

We  are  faced  with  the  curious  situation  that  the  all-im¬ 
portant  lettered  edge  cannot  be  seen  as  it  is  in  a  certified 
holder!  However,  its  attribution  is  marked  on  the  holder. 

Such  lettered  edges,  of  which  there  are  several  varieties 
(all  of  which  are  scarcer  than  the  usual  plain  edge  varieties), 
were  made  by  impressing  letters  incuse  on  the  planchet  via  a 
Castaing  or  other  type  of  machine.  The  Kentucky  tokens  were 
made  in  England,  probably  in  Birmingham,  and  were  part  of 
the  conder  token  series  so  popular  in  the  1780s  and  1790s. 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  BR-1035.  MS- 

65.  Choice  dark  tan  with  traces  of  mint  red. 

An  especially  nice  specimen . 1,095 

1783  Washington  token.  Breen-1203.  Baker-4. 
Large  Military  Bust.  VF-20.  T.W.I.  and  E.S. 
engraver  and  designer  signatures  on  reverse. 

Light  brown  surfaces . 295 

1783  Washington  token.  B-1202.  Small  Military 
Bust.  Plain  edge.  VF-35.  T.W.I.  and  E.S.  en¬ 
graver  and  designer  signatures  on  reverse.  Bold 
strike.  Glossy  planchet.  A  beautiful  specimen. 

Somewhat  scarce  in  all  grades . 350 

1795  Breen-1271.  Washington  Grate  token.  MS- 
60.  Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 595 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Washington 
and  eulogistic  inscription;  reverse  with  coal-burning  fireplace 
and  grate,  with  inscriptions  pertaining  to  Clark  &  Harris. 

Half  Cents 

In  this  issue:  We  recently  purchased  a  nice  group 
of  half  cents  including  multiple  examples  of  the  rare 
1793  and  the  highly  desired  1794.  In  addition, 
many  Classic  Head  and  Braided  Hair  half  cents 
have  been  added  to  our  stock.  All  in  all,  this  listing 
presents  one  of  the  finest  selections  ever  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C 
numbers  from  Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  AG-3.  Legible  date  and 
word  LIBERTY.  Portrait  is  distinctive,  and 
much  reverse  detail  is  seen.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
Light  brown  planchet.  A  very  nice  coin  despite 
the  technical  grade  of  AG-3.  Your  complete  sat¬ 
isfaction  is  guaranteed.  An  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  to  fill  in  that  empty  space  in  your  collec¬ 
tion;  this  is  the  rarest  of  the  half  cent  design 
types . 1 ,195 


Obverse  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  cap  on  pole  be 
hind  her  head;  a  copy  of  the  contemporary  Liberty  ( -ap  large 
cent,  but  with  the  portrait  facing  in  a  diltereni  direction 


Superb  Quality  1793  Half  Cent 
Sharp  and  Lustrous 


1793  B-3,  C-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A 
superbly  struck  specimen  with  exceptional  de¬ 
tail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words  HALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  and  discriminating  specialist.  Quality  with 
a  capital  Q!  Not  one  in  10  1793  half  cents  at 

this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 22,750 

Most  1793  half  cents  in  collections  today  are  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  grade  levels.  Even  a  quality  Extremely  Fine  speci¬ 
men  would  be  unusual.  More  often  than  not,  a  typical  1 793 
half  cent  is  very  weak  at  the  reverse  center,  with  HALF  CENT 
being  indistinct  in  portions.  Numerical grae/eh  often  one  thing 
and  quality  another.  The  present  coin  “has  it  all’’  and  is  truly 
remarkable  for  its  quality. 

Classic  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  B-4,  1-4.  Rarity-4.  VG-8.  Scratch  on  ob¬ 

verse  and  a  few  other  marks,  not  unusual  for 
the  grade.  Denomination  HALF  CENT  re¬ 
markably  sharp  on  reverse.  Light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  An  excellent  coin  at  this  grade  level.  Es¬ 
sential  for  a  type  set  of  U.S.  coins . 2,650 

1794  B-6b,  C-4a.  VF-20.  Bold  definition  of  de¬ 

tails  as  typical  for  this  date.  Very  faint  porosity. 
Scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,395 

The  1794  half  cent  features  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty 
facing  right,  cap  on  pole  behind  her  head,  but  differently 
proportioned  than  the  same  motif  used  later  (1795-1797)  in 
the  series.  On  the  1 794  the  head  is  much  larger  and  in  higher 
relief.  In  actuality,  the  1794  should  be  considered  as  a  sepa¬ 
rate  design  type. 

1794  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-2.  F-12.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  Late  die  state.  From  a  nice  group  of 
half  cents  recently  purchased . 695 

1794  B-6b,  C-4a.  Rarity-2.  F-l  2  Another  new  pur¬ 
chase  and  just  as  nice!  Not  often  do  we  buy 
several  1794  half  cents  at  the  same  time.  Me¬ 
dium  brown . 695 

1794  B-9,  C-7.  Rarity-2.  VG-10.  Dark  brown.  595 

1795  B-2a,  C-2a.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  edge,  Punctu¬ 
ated  date.  G-7 . 375 

1795  B-5a,  C-5a.  Rarity-3.  No  Pole.  VG-8.. ..395 

1797  B-2,  C-2.  Raritv-3.  Plain  edge.  VG-8/G-5.  295 

1800  B-l ,  C-l .  EF-40 . 450 

1804  B-l,  C-l .  Raritv-3.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems. 
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VF-30.  Massive  die  break  at  top  and  center  of 
reverse.  We  have  just  purchased  a  very  nice  col¬ 
lection  ol  hall  cents,  and  this  issue  gives  you  the 


opportunity  to  pick  the  pieces  you  need.  ...450 
1804  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  Crosslet  4.  With  Stems. 
VF-20 . 200 


1804  B-4a,  C-5.  Raritv-4.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20.  195 
1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  “spike”  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  F-15 . 85 

1804  B-8,  C-9.  Rarity-2.  Crosslet  4.  With  Stems. 

F-12 . 79 

1804  B-9.  C-10.  Crosslet  4  With  Stems.  MS-62 


BN  (ANACS) . 1,750 

1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4.  With  Stems.  EF-40  or 

finer.  Some  glossy  lustre  near  rims . 350 

1804  B-l  2,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4.  With  Stems. 

VF-20 . 275 


1804  B-l  2,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4.  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1804  B-l  2,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain-4.  With  Stems. 

F-12 . 125 

1804  B-l 2,  C-l  1.  F-12.  Small  planchet  clip . 89 

1804  B-l  2,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4.  With  Stems. 

VG-8 . 85 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Stemless.  VF-20 . 75 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Stemless.  F-15 . 55 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Farge  6.  MS-60.  Fustrous  light 
brown  and  olive  surfaces . 895 

1806  B-4,  C-3.  Farge  6.  VG-8.  Uneven  strike.  39 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Fustrous  brown  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  usu¬ 
ally  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades,  Good 


to  Fine  being  typical.  Rare  so  nice!  Die  State 

III .  519 

1809  B-4,  C-3.  Normal  date.  VF-30 . 1 19 

First  year  of  John  Reich’s  “Classic  Head"  design. 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 

traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1825  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2 +.  VF-30 . 159 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 340 


1 826  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Very  attractive 


quality. . 265 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 119 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 . 235 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1832  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 . 79 

1832  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 85 


1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  the  very 
finest  seen.  A  nice  mixture  of  fiery  mint  red  with 
lustrous  brown.  An  excellent  candidate  for  a  type 


set  or  specialized  collection . 1,495 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 80 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
over  two  dozen  dedicated  professionals  are 
on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider  to 
be  the  finest  value,  quality,  and  service  in 
the  coin  hobby  today.  Join  our  “family” 
of  happy  customers! 


Gem  Proof  1841  Rarity 
Original,  Large  Berries 


1841  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  issue,  a  coin  combining  superb 
quality  with  classic  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are 
light  brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  lew 

dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 

Classic  1841  Original 


1841  Original.  B-l.  Rarity-6.  EF-45.  80.2  grains. 
A  splendid  coin  with  attractively  toned  surfaces. 
Very  sharp  detail.  A  find  for  the  numismatist 
seeking  a  beautiful  but  relatively  inexpensive 
example  of  this  Proof-only  date.  You’ll  like  this 

one!  . 2,850 

1 849  B-4,  C-l .  Large  date.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  few  normal  marks  away  from  MS- 
62  or  63.  Very  sharp.  A  nice  specimen  of  the 
only  business  strike  issue  of  the  decade  of  the 


1840s . 450 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  date.  EF-45 . 165 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  one  of  the  scarcer  1 849-1 857 
Braided  Flair  business  strike  issues,  especially 
at  high  levels.  Somewhat  scarce  and  unappreci¬ 
ated  in  this  grade . 1,995 

1 850  B-l ,  C-2.  EF-40.  Somewhat  scarcer  than  gen- 


erally  believed . 

. 150 

1851  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-58 . 

. 179 

1851  B-l,  C-l,  AU-55 . 

. 159 

1851  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-50 . 

. 139 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 

. 99 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 

. 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  Nearly  full  red!  A  truly 
remarkable  gem.  A  prize,  a  “find,”  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist  and  connoisseur! . 1,495 

Of  all  business  strike  issues  of  the  Braided  Hair  type, 
the  1853  is  remarkable  for  not  being  found  with  significant 
original  mint  red.  Virtually  all  Mint  State  coins  at  all  levels 
are  brown  or,  at  best,  have  just  a  tinge  of  mint  color.  We  have 
never  seen  or  owned  the  equivalent  to  the  present  coin.  Years 
ago  Walter  Breen  remarked  that  this  was  the  only  half  cent 


of  this  type  he  had  never  seen  with  much  red  color. 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 65 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 975 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most  dis¬ 
criminating  buyer . 1,595 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 155 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-5.  MS-64  BN.  A  sharp  and 

very  attractive  specimen  of  exceptional  quality. 
And,  the  1 856  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  this, 
the  last  decade  of  the  half  cent . 695 

Gorgeous  Gem  1857 


1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid, 
marvelous  gem!  Nearly  full  original  mint  red, 
and  with  more  red  than  some  coins  called  “MS- 
65  RD”  have!  Certainly  this  is  in  the  top  1%  of 
surviving  1857  half  cents  quality-wise.  .2,750 

Reported  mintage:  35,180,  but  most  of  these  went  to 
the  melting  pot  early  in  1 857,  according  to  Mint  Director 
James  Ross  Snowden. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62,  red  and  brown,  mostly 
brown.  Scarce  so  fine  (in  fact,  scarce  in  any 
grade).  We  always  buy  1 856  and  1 857  half  cents 
whenever  we  can  find  high  quality  coins  for 


reasonable  prices . 445 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 375 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 250 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 


Large  Cents 

In  this  issue:  We’ve  been  buying!  Added  to  our 
inventory  have  been  many  really  beautiful  large 
cents  from  1793  to  1857.  This  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  offers  many  treasures  for  the  discrimi¬ 
nating  buyer. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  send  to  you  on  approval 
any  of  the  fine  cents  in  our  listing. 

High-Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
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EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 

collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 8,950 

Over  the  years  the  possession  of  a  beautiful  1 793  Wreath 
cent  has  been  a  mark  of  distinction  for  any  numismatist.  Of 
the  entire  universe  of  extant  1793  cents  of  this  genera]  de¬ 
sign,  (perhaps  several  thousand  in  all)  most  are  in  lower  grades 
from  About  Good  through  VG,  after  which  will  be  found 
some  Fines,  an  occasional  VF,  an  even  more  occasional  EF 
(as  here  offered),  and,  rarely,  an  example  even  higher. 

There  is  something  very  special  about  a  1 793  cent  in 
any  grade.  A  piece  such  as  the  beautiful  EF-40  Sheldon-8 
offered  here  is  very  special,  and  when  it  is  sold  we  will  cher¬ 
ish  the  idea  of  having  it  back  someday  (nice  coins  have  a  way 
of  returning  to  us  when  collections  are  sold  or  auctioned). 

Gorgeous  EF  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  EF-40  BN  (NGC). 

Glossy  rich  brown  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest 
1793  Wreath  cents  we  have  ever  seen  at  this 
level.  A  find  for  the  large  cent  specialist  or  the 
type  collector . 8,450 

1794  S-22.  VF-20.  Bent  Hair  Lock  obverse,  called 

the  Large  Blanche t  variety  by  Edward  Maris  in 
his  19th-century  study  of  this  date.  Medium 
brown.  A  very  pleasing  coin  that  will  be  just 
right  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 995 

Mint  State  Amiable  Face  1794  S-30 
An  Extraordinary  Specimen 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 
extraordinary  specimen  of  an  early  American 
classic,  a  gorgeous  example  of  one  of  the  most 

aesthetically  pleasing  dies  of  the  year . 7,295 

1794  S-44.  VG-10 . 345 

1796  S-81.  Rarity-3+.  Liberty  Cap.  F-15.  A  very 
pleasing  coin,  one  you’ll  fall  in  love  with  when 
you  see  it  (an  early  large  cent  does  not  have  to 
be  a  gem  to  be  nice) . 750 

Classic  1799/8  Rarity 

1799/8  S-188.  Rarity-4-.  VG-10.  Just  purchased. 
Light  to  medium  brown  surfaces.  Very  bold 
date.  A  very  pleasing  coin  just  bought  by  Mark 
Borckardt.  In  a  review  by  our  staff  we  graded  it 
variously  from  VG-10  to  Fine-12.  It  is  one  of 


the  nicest  you’ll  ever  find  at  or  near  this  grade- 
level . 5,150 

Cents  of  this  year  have  been  classic  rarities  ever  since 
day  one  of  numismatic  interest  in  America.  All  known  speci¬ 
mens  exhibit  varying  degrees  of  wear;  no  Mint  State  speci¬ 
mens  have  ever  surfaced.  The  present  coin  represents  an  ideal 
middle  ground  between  high  grade  and  low  price,  in  our 
opinion. 

1801  S-223.  Error  fraction  expressed  as  the  math¬ 
ematically  meaningless  1/000.  Fine-12.  ...175 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T 
cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
Advanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the 


obverse  rim  at  12:00 . 695 

1808  S-279.  VF-25 . 595 

1813  S-292.  R-2-.  VF-25 . 625 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-45.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  curious  and  popular  variety. . 695 


1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  in 
all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  variety  of 
its  era,  and  every  collection  should  have  one. 
Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  usu¬ 
ally  buy  every  one  we  are  offered  in  EF  or  bet¬ 
ter  grade,  assuming  that  the  quality  is  there  and 


the  price  is  reasonable . 575 

1818  N-7.  VF-20 . 59 

1820  N-13.  Large  date.  MS-64  BN . 550 


Die  breaks  connect  stars  and  date,  as  usual  on  this  popu¬ 
lar  die  variety — one  especially  well  represented  in  the  Randall 
Hoard. 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp  and  very  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  important  date. ..  1,495 

Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is 
second  only  to  the  1823  in  terms  of  elusivity  in  higher 
grades.  The  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower 
grades  from  Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples 
are  rare. 

Memorable  1821  Cent 
Gorgeous  AU-50 


1821  N-2.  AU-50  or  finer.  Very  sharp,  with  rich, 
glossy  light  brown  and  iridescent  surfaces.  A  few 
trivial  marks  are  seen,  not  unusual  for  the  grade. 
This  is  one  of  the  finest  1821  N-2  cents  we  have 
ever  had  in  our  stock.  The  variety  specialist  as 
well  as  the  date  collector  will  want  to  consider 
this  opportunity  carefully.  It  is  a  gorgeous  coin, 
and  we  are  sure  you  will  be  as  excited  about  it 

as  we  are! .  2,950 

1821  N-2.  EF-40.  Glossy  olive-brown  with  very 
minor  marks.  A  sharp  and  attractive  example 
of  this  watershed  year,  a  key  to  the  “middle  date’ 

cents . 995 

1821  N-2.  VG-10 . 85 

1823/2  N-l.  VF-35.  Light  brown  surfaces.  This  is 
the  kind  of  coin  we’d  like  to  buy  100  of,  but 


they  only  are  found  one  at  a  time,  and  not  of¬ 
ten.  The  1823  is  the  scarcest  date  of  the  later 
series  cents  1816-1 857 . 1 ,425 

1825  N-2.  Rarity-2+.  VF-20 . 125 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 

surfaces.  Cents  of  the  year  1 826  are  nearly  al¬ 
ways  seen  in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in 
200  specimens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN.  A  glossy,  lus¬ 
trous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side 

stars;  die  breaks  on  neck . 2,970 

1 827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to 
find  at  the  AU  level.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly 

struck .  795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  ..2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  gloss) 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen . 2,850 


Ordei'  it  Today ,  Enjoy  it  To?nonvw! 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free  on 
coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $10  for 
orders  below  that  amount.  In  this  way  that 
Special  Coin  can  be  in  your  hands  just  hours 
from  now! 
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Scott  Rubin  sent  us  this  commentary  in  response  to  an  article 
written  by  Mark  Borckardt  entitled  “A  Closer  Look  at  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Cent  ”  which  appeared  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  106. 

In  response  to  Mark  Borckardt's  recent  article  in  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  not  John  W.  Haseltine,  was 
the  first  person  to  own  all  of  the  original  Confederate  cents 
when  they  were  discovered  in  1873. 

This  earliest  known  history  of  the  original  Confederate 
cent  has  been  hidden  in  the  writing  of  Haseltine,  the  man  who 
later  took  credit  for  their  discovery.  Another  part  of  the  story 
of  these  very  interesting  and  rare  coins  has  been  overlooked  for 
more  than  1 00  years.  The  recent  Rare  Coin  Review  article  also 
overlooked  this  information. 

This  1874  story  of  the  Confederate  cent  was  first  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  numismatic  community  in  my 
exhibit  of  numismatic  literature  at  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  annual  con¬ 
vention  that  took  place  in  Orlando, 

Florida,  in  1992. 

Included  in  my  exhibit  was  a  copy  of 
John  W.  Haseltine’s  January  13-13, 

1874  auction  catalogue.  It  was  opened 
to  the  page  where  the  description  of  lot 
665  could  be  seen.  This  exhibit  also  in¬ 
cluded  a  printed  description  of  what  the  lot 
represented  to  numismatic  history.  A  few  numisma¬ 
tists  took  note  of  this  information  at  the  time  of  the 
exhibit.  In  the  Fall  1994  issue  of  The  ASYLUM,  the 
Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society,  I  wrote  an  article  called  '‘Check  Contemporary 
Sources.” 

One  of  the  few  topics  I  discussed  in  this  article  was  the 
discovery  of  the  1861  Confederate  one-cent  pieces.  I  will 
repeat  the  pertinent  part  of  this  article  below: 

It  has  been  written  many  times  this  century  that  John  W. 
Haseltine  discovered  and  owned  the  1 2  original  Confederate 
cents  made  by  Robert  Lovett,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  story 
goes  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Lovett  accidentally  spent  one  of  the  12 
coins  he  made,  and  that  a  bartender  notihed  people  of  its 
existence.  At  this  point  Mr.  Haseltine  has  been  credited  with 
discovering  who  made  the  coin.  This  would  not  have  been 
hard  to  believe  for  anyone  collecting  coins  at  the  time,  as  the 
obverse  design  is  the  same  as  used  by  Mr.  Lovett  for  his  own 


advertising  tokens  dated  1860,  while  the 
reverse  contained  the  designer’s  initial  “L.” 

I  he  problem  is  that  for  many  years  Mr. 
Haseltine,  who  struck  restrikes  of  this  coin  in 
three  different  metals,  went  around  making 
speeches  proclaiming  his  sole  involvement 
with  the  discovery  and  restriking  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  one  cent.  While  it  is  obvious  that  he 
was  involved  in  the  coin’s  restriking,  it  is  his 
own  words  in  1874  which  leave  doubt  as  to 
his  being  the  discoverer  and  purchaser  of  the 
original  Confederate  one-cent  pieces. 

In  his  January  13,  14  and  15,  1874  sale, 
Haseltine  wrote  the  following  for  lot  665: 

“CONFEDERATE  CENT,  1861,  head 
ofLiberty;  inscription,  ‘Confederate  States  of 
America’;  rev.,  ‘1  Cent’  in  two  lines,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  wreath  of  ears  of  corn  and  wheat,  with  a  cotton  bale 
at  the  bottom;  nickel;  Very  Fine;  excessively  rare. 

“The  dies  tor  the  above  piece  were  made  by  Mr.  Lovett,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  1861.  Mr.  Lovett  says  that  they  were  ordered  in 
1861,  for  the  South,  and  that  the  dies  were  delivered.  Previous  to 
delivering  the  dies,  he  struck  1 2  pieces,  but  showed  them  to  no  one 
and  kept  the  matter  quiet,  fearing  that  he  might  be  arrested  it  it 
were  known.  It  was  not  until  about  six  months  since  Mr.  Lovett 
parted  with  all  he  had  (either  10  or  12)  to  Dr.  E.  Maris,  of 
Philadelphia,  from  whom  this  one  was  obtained.  Although  it  is 
evident  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  did  not  adopt  this  piece, 
still  it  will  always  be  considered  interesting  and  valuable  as  the  only 
coinage  designed  for  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  will  no 
doubt  bring  a  high  price.  I  have  been  somewhat  particular  in 
giving  the  facts  about  this  piece,  as  there  are  persons  who  always 
sneer  at  and  doubt  anything  new  and  interesting  that  is  discov¬ 
ered  by  other  than  themselves.  J.W.H].” 

Two  of  the  “facts”  mentioned  in  the  above  statement 
are  now  known  to  be  false.  Mr.  Lovett  never  turned  over 
the  dies  to  the  Confederacy,  and  this  was  not  the  only 
coinage  designed  for  the  Confederacy  (however,  the  half 
dollar  would  not  be  publicly  known  for  another  four  or 
five  years).  But  the  most  interesting  part  of  this 
story  is  Mr.  Haseltine’s  own  words  in  1874 
that  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  who  already  was 
known  for  his  work  on  1794  large  cents 
and  will  always  be  remembered  for  his 
book  on  New  Jersey  coinage,  became  the 
real  owner  of  all  the  remaining  coins  in 
Mr.  Lovett’s  hands  in  1873. 

More  proof  of  Dr.  Maris’  ownership  of 
the  Confederate  cents  is  shown  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  two  more  specimens  in  auctions 
containing  Maris  material.  One  was  the  famous  1 886  Harlan  P. 
Smith  sale  of  the  Maris  Collection.  The  second  is  the  1900  S.H. 
&  H.  Chapman  sale  of  remaining  coins  from  Dr.  Maris’ 
collection.  It  is  even  possible  that  it  was  Dr.  Maris  who  obtained 
the  dies  from  Robert  Lovett,  Jr.,  but  this  we  will  never  know. 
What  we  do  know  from  Mr.  Haseltine’s  own  words  is  that  it  was 
Dr.  Maris  and  not  Mr.  Haseltine  who  acquired  the  Confederate 
cents  in  1873  from  their  source. 

This  information  I  hope  will  clarify  the  discovery  of  the 
Confederate  one  cent  and  put  a  stop  to  the  continued  story  that 
John  W.  Haseltine  created  years  after  its  discovery. 


An  Even  Closer 
Look  at  the 

Confederate  Cent 


by  P.  Scott  Rubin 
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COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1828  N-l  1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58.  Early  die  state.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  beautiful.  Another  'find  from  our 
recent  trip . 795 


Gem  1829  N-2  Cent 


1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN.  You’ll  love  it!3,685 

1829  N-8.  Large  letters.  VF-20 . 95 

1832  N-l.  Rarity-2.  Medium  letters.  AU-50.  .385 

1833  N-2.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  with  some  claims  to 

AU-50 . 250 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 

tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 695 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 
repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1834  N-2.  Small  date,  large  stars,  medium  letters. 

Double  profile.  VF-20 . 75 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  MS-60  (PCI).  Each  coin 
is  brilliant,  lustrpus,  and  attractive.  Read  all 
about  these  coins — precursors  of  the  small  cent, 
but  struck  privately  in  1837;  samples  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Congress — in  the  Guide  Book.  ..325 


1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58 . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58  (PCI) . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-55  (PCI) . 235 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1837  N-9.  Beaded  Hair  Cord.  EF-40 . 95 


1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous 
golden  brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable 
so  fine . 1 ,895 


Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 
show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 


1847  N-6.  AU-50 . 175 

1847  N-10.  VF-35 . 99 

1847  N-l  1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Outstanding  quality.  . 595 

1 847  N-28.  VF-30 . 85 

1848  N-3.  VF-35.  If  you  like  die  varieties,  you’ll 

have  a  field  day  with  all  of  the  1848  issues  of¬ 
fered  here!  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 
stock . 62 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 67 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 185 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 105 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 75 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-28.  VF-30 . 49 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 84 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 60 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-34.  Rarity-5 +.  F-12 . 76 

1848  N-3 5.  EF-40 . 95 

1848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 235 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 65 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 235 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 


1855  N-6.  Upright  5  s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-8.  Upright  5’s.  AU-55 . 135 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1 855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-45 . 1  50 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-l.  Large  date.  MS-63  BN.  We  love  1857 
large  cents — their  scarcity,  their  “story’  as  the 
last  large  cent — and  buy  all  of  the  nice  ones  we 

can!  . 495 

1857  N-2.  Small  date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and 
even  blend  of  red  and  light  brown,  the  color  of 
softly  glowing  embers.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 


ever  seen  at  this  grade  level . 750 

1857  N-l.  Large  date.  AU-58 . 285 

1857  N-4.  Small  date.  AU-50 . 195 


In  this  issue:  Our  selection  of  Flying  Eagle  cents 
is  necessarily  brief — these  pieces  were  struck  for 
only  three  years — but  it  has  some  really  nice  items 
in  it.  Leading  the  proceedings  is  one  of  the  finest 
1 856  Flying  Eagle  cents  you  will  ever  see. 


Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-8.  Doubled  Die  reverse.  MS-64  BN.  895 

The  doubling  is  especially  pronounced  at  UNITED 
STATES.  The  crossbar  of  the  A  is  shown  twice,  for  example, 
one  crossbar  above  the  other. 


1849  N-l  2.  VF-30 . 35 

1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 


1850  N-21.  Rarity-3+.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely 
tan  with  ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for 


the  date,  type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 119 

1851  VF-35 . 42 

1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-l 2.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-l  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 895 


The  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1839- 
1857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high  quality 


run  of  them. 

1851  N-14.  VF-35 . 49 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1852  N-l.  EF-40 . 69 

1852  N-12,13.  MS-64  RB . 395 

1853  N-l 2.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  5.  VF-30 . 35 

1853  N-l 6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-25.  EF-45 . 75 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5.  EF-40 . 59 


Dazzling  Gem  1856  FE  Cent 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem  specimen, 
quite  possibly  the  most  deeply  mirrored  and 
attractively  lightly  toned  specimen  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale  in  over  40  years  of  being  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  handling  more  than  our  share  of  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cents!  Far  finer  than  any 
other  we’ve  seen  certified  at  the  Proof-65  level 
and  far  finer  than  any  of  the  Beck  hoard  coins 
distributed  years  ago.  If  you’ve  been  looking  for 
a  creme  de  la  creme  specimen  of  this  American 
numismatic  landmark,  your  search  ends  right 
here!  . 23,850 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue. 

Far  above  average  strike . 2, 1 50 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Sharp 

strike . 825 

1857  MS-63  (PCGS).  Snow-9.  Obverse  clashed 
with  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  die.  A  sharp 
and  very  well  defined  specimen  ol  one  ol  the 
most  curious  coins  in  American  numismatics. 
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COLONIAL  AMI  KIITIil!  COINS 


Lightly  coned  golden  surfaces  with  a  tew  hints 
ot  magenta.  A  prize  tor  the  cabinet  of  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 1,475 

1857  VF-30 . 45 

l  S AS  Large  letters.  MS-63.  Light  golden  surfaces. 

Very  nice  strike . 545 

1858  Small  letters.  EF-45.  Obverse  with  retained 

cud  die  break . 145 


Intlian  Head  Cents 


In  this  issue:  This  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  one 
of  the  Finest  selections  we’ve  ever  presented  in  the 
Indian  cent  series.  Dave  Bowers  and  Mark 
Borckardt  have  been  busy  buying,  and  in  review¬ 
ing  perhaps  500  to  1 ,000  coins  have  selected  about 
100  for  our  inventory.  Were  quite  “fussy”  about 
quality,  as  you  know! 

This  reminds  us  to  say  that  were  always  inter¬ 
ested  in  buying  choice  Indian  cents.  If  you  have  a 
fine  collection,  give  us  a  chance  on  it! 

Here  is  our  listing.  Enjoy! 

1859  EF-40 . 79 

1860  MS-65  (NGC).  Bold  strike.  Fairly  scarce  at 

this  level;  far  scarcer  than,  for  example,  1862 
or  1863.  A  far  Finer  than  usually  seen  specimen 
of  this  important  “type”  coin . 850 

First  year  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  design,  the  basic 
motif  continued  through  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909. 

1861  MS-66.  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  highly 
lustrous  specimen  of  the  lowest-mintage  cop¬ 


per-nickel  Indian  cent.  Quality! . 1,250 

1861  EF-40 . 65 


1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen 
of  this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  Fine! . 1 ,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  .265 

Idea:  Consider  assembling  a  complete  collection  of  cop¬ 
per-nickel  Indian  cents  from  1859  through  1864  using  our 
listing  as  a  start! 

1862  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Civil  War  year.  135 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge  and  not  visible  from 
obverse  or  reverse,  mint  error . 110 

1862  AU-50 . 49 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1863  MS-64.  Light  golden  surfaces.  Lustrous, 

lovely. . 259 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 

1863  EF-40 . 22 

1864  Copper-nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 

did  gem  of  remarkable  quality.  Especially  sharp 
strike.  Last  of  the  copper-nickel  cents.  First  or¬ 
der  gets  it  for  only . 1,195 

The  certification  service  grades  are  used  as  a  starting  point 
when  we  buy  coins  for  stock,  and  beyond  what  number  may 
be  assigned,  a  given  I ndian  cent  must  meet  our  own  standards 
for  quality  before  we  will  add  it  to  our  inventory. 


1864  Bronze.  AU-50 . 49 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-55.  Key  issue . 345 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 345 


Virtually  all  of  the  Indian  cents  in  this  listing  are  one  of 


a  kind  in  our  stock.  Thus,  second  choices  will  be  appreciated 
and  will  not  be  used  unless  your  first  choice  is  sold.  All  coins 
are  actually  in  our  inventory  when  this  listing  is  prepared, 
but  quality  coins  at  reasonable  prices  tend  to  sell  quickly. 
Your  best  strategy  is  to  telephone  (toll-free  1-800-222-5993) 
or  fax  (1-603-569-5319)  your  order  to  Gail  Watson  as  soon 
as  possible. 

1865  AU-58.  Heavy  die  clash . 49 

1866  MS-65  RB.  Slightly  more  brown  than  red. 

Great  strike!  One  of  many  Indian  cents  we’ve 
recently  purchased . 895 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  mint  red  blend¬ 
ing  with  natural  brown.  Indian  cents  with  this 
type  of  toning  are  among  the  most  beautiful  in 


existence,  in  our  opinion.  Another  new  pur¬ 
chase . 895 

1866  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  An  attractive  specimen; 

quite  rare  in  this  high  grade . 895 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1866  AU-50 . 205 

1866  EF-40 . 135 


1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top  quality  specimen 
of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1867  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 

1868  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  A  nice  blend  of  both 

colors . 595 


Dies  oriented  in  the  same  direction  (medal-wise)  as  seen 
on  some  Proofs  of  this  year;  no  premium  is  added  by  us  for 
this  interesting  feature. 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin.  750 

With  a  lustrous  brown  surface  such  as  this,  an  Indian 
cent  can  be  very  beautiful — often  equal  to  or  nicer  than  one 
with  mint  color.  Thus,  there  is  a  lot  of  value  to  be  had  among 
brown  Mint  State  Indian  cents.  This  fact  is  little  known  to 
the  outside  world,  but  is  generally  accepted  by  specialists. 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 

Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1 ,395 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  MS-60.  Scarce  date.  ...575 

1869/9  (repunched  9)  VF-30 . 335 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date.  Nicely  blended  toning  in 
fields . 1,295 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown 
toning  with  Fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  In¬ 
dian  cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  ...  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem.  1 ,295 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  this  grade 
level .  975 

1 869  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Not  easy  to  Find  so  beau¬ 
tiful.  Rich,  lustrous,  glossy  brown  surfaces.  525 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1 ,195 

In  our  experience,  an  1870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1868  or  1869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick-Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we 
charge  no  premium  for  this  interesting  fea¬ 
ture) .  1,195 

1 870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high 
quality.  . 895 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

Due  to  quite  a  bit  of  effort  by  our  buyers,  this  listing  of 
Indian  cents  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  had  in  quite  some 


time.  We  expect  most  items  to  sell  quickly  once  this  cata¬ 
logue  appears.  For  this  reason,  second  choices  are  appreci¬ 
ated  and  will  be  used  only  when  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold.  All  items  are  actually  in  stock  as  we  go  to  press. 


1870  EF-45 . 375 

1870  EF-40 . 325 


1871  Proof-65  RD  (NGC) . 2,150 

Key  date  of  its  era,  and  second  only  to  the  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  1877  in  terms  of  rarity  (across  all  grades)  among 
cents  of  this  decade. 

1 871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  An¬ 
other  “find”  tor  the  buyer  who  wants  an  excel¬ 
lent  combination  ot  quality  and  rarity.  A  “lot  of 
coin  for  the  money,”  considering  the  market 


value  of  lesser  grade  pieces . 865 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1872  MS-62  BN.  A  lustrous,  very  attractive  coin 

that’s  sure  to  please!  . 725 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces . 725 

1 872  EF-45.  Date  higher  than  usual,  but  not  quite 
centered . 365 

1872  VF-20.  Light  brown . 285 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1 874  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 

with  tinges  of  original  mint  red . 395 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1874  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 225 

1874  AU-50 . 125 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 725 


We  reiterate  that  our  offering  of  choice  Indian  cents  is 
truly  remarkable,  and  we  invite  you  to  use  this  listing  to  fill 
in  the  spaces  in  your  cabinet  or  to  start  a  collection.  Either 
way,  here  are  some  of  the  most  attractive  specimens  to  come 
on  the  market  in  recent  times. 


Choice  1877  Indian  Cent 
1877  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
landmark  issue,  the  rarest  and  most  desired 


Indian  cent  date . 1,850 

1877  VG-8 . 475 

1878  MS-64  RB . 495 

1879  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Ample  traces  of  red. 

A  very  handsome  coin . 350 

1879  Proof-64  RB . 295 

1879  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 329 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 
mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 


Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1880  MS-65  RB.  Mostly  brown . 249 

1881  Proof-63  RD . 219 

1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1 883  Proof-64  BN.  A  splendid  specimen  and,  in  our 

opinion,  inexpensive  on  today’s  market . 235 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  MS-65  RD.(PCGS).  Fairly  difficult  to  find 

in  this  grade;  several  multiples  rarer  than  ear¬ 
lier  dates  in  the  same  decade . 395 
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1915  MS-63  BN . 85 

1915- D  MS-63  RB . 89 

1916  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 95 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 95 

1916  MS-65  BN . 39 

1916- D  MS-65  RB  (PG1).  Very  close  to  lull  mint 

red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916- D  MS-63  RB . 85 

1917  MS-64  RB . 29 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215 

1917-D  MS-63  BN . 1 1 5 

1917-D  MS-60 . s>) 

1917-S  MS-64  RD . 525 

1917- S  MS-64  BN . 139 

1918  MS-63  RB . 29 


1918-D  MS-64  RB . 145 

1918  MS-63  RB . 135 

1919  MS-64  RB . 


nium\i,  ami  rom;  it  r<u\s 


1884  MS-64  BN . 175 

1 885  Proof-65  RB.  A  superb  specimen,  brown  and 

red  surfaces  with  iridescent  hues.  Award-win¬ 
ning  quality! . 495 

1885  Proof-63  BN . 189 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 

Th  c  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 
1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1885  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 149 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Lots 

of  value  here!  . 795 

On  the  Type  1  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  I  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 

the  reverse.  Lots  of  value  here,  too!  . 795 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  brown 

gem  with  traces  of  attractive  mint  red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS) . 335 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB . 1,050 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Mostly  brown 
with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce  variety.  ...439 

1887  Proof-62  BN . 115 

1887  MS-65  RD  (P£GS) . 595 

Interesting  die  break  around  rim  at  lower  and  lower  right 
obverse. 

1889  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1891  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Relatively  low  mint¬ 
age.  Scarce  and  unappreciated . 550 

1893  Proof-64  BN . 225 

1894  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 119 

1898  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (Hallmark).  A  glittering 

gem! . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB.  Low  Proof  mintage . 250 

1904  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Nearly  full  red.  ..565 
1906  MS-64  RD . 119 


1907  AU-55 . 22 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1908- S  AU-50 . 139 

1909  Indian.  Proof-64  BN . 185 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 

coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Blazing  original  mint 
red  brilliance  just  beginning  to  tone;  a  particu¬ 
larly  nice  coin  that  will  fit  in  well  with  a  gem 

collection . 1,150 

1909-S  Indian.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 425 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 

I  Jnroln  (Tills 

In  this  issue:  We  have  been  buying  Lincoln  cents, 
too.  Not  as  many  as  we  would  like  to,  but  quite  a 
few  anyway.  We  admit  a  partiality  to  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  cent,  an  American  classic,  and  whenever 
we  see  a  nice  one  for  a  reasonable  price,  we  write  a 
check  for  it.  If  you  would  like  one  of  these  for  your 
collection,  check  our  quite  extensive  selection.  We 
also  like  1955  Doubled  Die  cents  a  lot — probably 
from  our  memories  of  these  from  when  they  were 
first  released  in  the  1950s. 

Among  other  Lincoln  cents  in  this  issue  there 
are  many  nice  Mint  State  coins,  especially  in  the 
MS-63  to  MS-65  range.  Most  are  one  of  a  kind 
in  our  stock. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD . 39 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 

gem  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent  landmark. 
How  nice  this  will  look  in  your  collection!  1 ,295 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  A  nice  specimen  of 

this  all-American  favorite . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 


trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 


text)  price .  1 , 1 95 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55 . 699 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 650 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  BN . 39 

1909- S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RB . 175 

1910  MS-65  RB . 39 

1910  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1910- S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1910- S  MS-64  RB . 79 

1911  MS-60 . 18 

191 1- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 

Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! . 525 

191 1-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Light  D  mintmark.  We 
bought  this  as  part  of  a  group  (it  is  not  among 
our  hand-selected  quality  pieces).  A  bargain 

(price-wise  but  not  quality  wise) . 195 

191 1-D  MS-65  BN . 125 

1 9 1 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191 1-D  MS-63  BN . 139 

191 1-D  AU-58 . 65 

191 1-S  AU-55 . 79 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 

1912  MS-64  RB . 49 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 875 

1912- D  MS-65  RB . 265 

1913  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 225 

1913  MS-63  RB . 39 

1913- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  A  gem! . 725 

1913-D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Nearly  full  red.  Gor¬ 
geous!  . 350 

1913-D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1913-S  MS-64  RB . 195 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913- S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1914- D  EF-45 . 473 

1914-D  EF-40 . 450 


v>v 


Contentment  is  yours  when  you  order  from  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries — a  new  era  of  coin  enjoyment. 
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1919  MS-63  RB . 24 

1919-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919- D  MS-63  BN . 69 

191 9-  S  MS-60 . 35 

1920  MS-63  RD . 29 

1920- D  MS-60 . 55 

1920-S  MS-64  RB . 325 

1920- S  AU-55 . 29 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921  MS-64  RD . 89 

1921- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  lor  this  variety.  695 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 

so . 345 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  strike.  One  of 
the  key  dates  in  the  series  at  this  grade . 345 


Considering  that  this  is  a  very  high-grade  example  of  a 
key  issue  and  is  priced  at  less  than  half  of  what  we  ask  tor  a 
red-surtace  coin.  Here  indeed,  in  our  opinion,  is  an  excellent 
buy. 

1921-S  MS-63  BN . 125 


Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Absent  the  D  (indeed,  by  definition), 
but  otherwise  quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and 


reverse  than  usually  seen . 1,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1 ,695 

1922-D  MS-64  RD . 165 

1922- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 165 

1923  MS-63  RB . 24 

1923- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 595 


“I Just  Wanted  To  Say 
Thank  You . . .  ” 

The  following  is  from  George  J.  Polizio: 

“I  just  wanted  to  say  thank  you  for  pro¬ 
ducing  the  finest,  most  authoritative, 
knowing,  educating,  interesting,  beautiful 
(I  could  go  on  forever)  auction  catalogue  1 
have  ever  seen!!!  Unbelievable. 

“The  day  I  received  the  Eliasberg  cata¬ 
logue  was  a  cold,  rainy  day.  What  a  plea¬ 
sure  to  curl  up  with  such  a  great  book!  As 
I  was  reading  the  catalogue,  I  couldn’t 
imagine  the  pleasure  you  and  Mark  and 
all  at  Bowers  and  Merena  must  have  had 
cataloguing  these  unbelievable  coins. 

“1  am  sure  the  authors  of  the  new  half 
dime  book  will  use  your  catalogue  as  a 
benchmark. 

“I  could  go  on  and  on!  But  let  me  just 
say  congratulations!” 


1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1923- S  EF-40 . 19 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-63  RB . 45 

1924- D  MS-64  RB . 425 

1924- S  AU-50 . 55 

1925  MS-65  RB . 45 

1925  MS-64  RB . 25 

1925- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 275 

1925-D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1925- S  MS-63  RD . 250 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 85 

1926  MS-63  BN . 12 

1926  MS-60 . 9 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1926-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1926-S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS) . 125 

1926- S  AU-50 . 49 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1927- D  MS-64  RB . 110 

1927-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 

gem!  . 265 

1927-S  MS-63  BN . 119 

1927- S  MS-60 . 69 

1928  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 135 

1928  MS-64  BN . 19 

1928- D  MS-64  RD . 119 

1928S  MS-63  RD . 145 

1928- S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1929  MS-64  RB . 10 

1929- D  MS-65  RD . 135 

1929-D  MS-64  RB . 39 

1929-S  MS-65  RD  (PCI).  95%  Red . 119 

1929- S  MS-64  RB . 29 

1930  MS-65  RD . 25 

1930  MS-64  RB . 9 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 69 

1930-D  MS-65  RB . 39 

1930- S  MS-64  RD . 83500 

1931  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 89 

1931  MS-65  BN . 39 

1931- D  MS-64  RD . 109 

1931-D  AU-58 . 42 

1931-D  AU-55 . 38 

193 1-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 245 

193 1-S  AU-50 . 49 

193 1-S  EF-45 . 47 

1 93 1-S  EF-40 . 45 

193 1-S  VF-30 . 42 

193 1- S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-64  RD . 29 

1932- D  MS-64  RB . 35 

1933  MS-64  RD . 29 

1933  MS-60 . 14 

1933- D  MS-64  RD . 25 

1934  MS-65  RD . 8 


1934- D  MS-65  RB . 25 

1935  MS-64  RB . 6 

1935- D  MS-65  RB . 8 

1935-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1935- S  MS-65  BN . 19 

1936  MS-65  RB . 5 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1936-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 35 

1936- S  MS-65  RB . 6 

1937  MS-65  RD . 6 

1937- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1937-D  MS-65  RD . 9 

1937-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1 937-  S  MS-64  RB . 6 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem!  .265 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 129 

1938  Proof-64  RD . 49 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 39 

1938- S  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1938- S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 250 

1939  Proof-65  RD . 109 

1939  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 109 

1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 59 

1939- D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS) . 75 


1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

We  recently  bought  an  old-time  cache  ot  gem  Proof  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  of  this  era.  Take  advantage  of  our  offering  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  dates  you  need. 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1941-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 75 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lus¬ 
trous,  attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

The  first  mintmark,  an  S,  protrudes  above  the  second 
and  the  final  mintmark,  a  D.  Readily  discernible  under  low- 
power  magnification. 

1946-S/D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  A  blazing  red  speci¬ 


men . 425 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 


Gem  1955  Doubled  Die 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  of  a  quality  very  rarely  seen.  Undipped, 
virtually  full  original  red.  A  few  minor  flecks 
are  unusual  on  undipped  coins.  A  remarkable 
specimen;  not  one  in  1 00  coins  is  this  nice!  First 
telephone  call  gets  it! . 4,250 

If  there  is  one  20th-century  rarity  with  which  we  have 
first-hand  familiarity,  it  is  the  1955  Doubled  Die.  We  were 
there  at  the  outset  of  the  market  for  them  in  the  1950s  and 
in  the  intervening  years  have  handled  more  than  anyone  else. 
Years  ago  bright  gems  such  as  this  were  very  hard  to  find, 
and  today  in  1 996  they  are  even  rarer! 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN.  Some  hints  of  mint 
red.  A  very  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous 
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1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  (ANACS) . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 

Gem  1995  Doubled  Die  Cent 

1995  Doubled  Die.  MS-65  RD.  Selected  brilliant 

gem . 29 


This  new  discovery  certainly  made  lots  of  headlines  in 
1995  and  was  “Coin  of  the  Year”  from  a  publicity  stand¬ 
point.  The  word  LIBERTY  is  quite  doubled,  easily  seen  un¬ 
der  low  magnification.  The  variety  is  not  as  doubled  as  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  or  even  the  1972  Doubled  Die,  but  it  is 
certainly  interesting  and  worth  collecting. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  up  to  800,000  of  these  could 
have  been  struck,  but  the  number  was  probably  below  that, 
with  one  estimate  suggesting  65,000.  The  market  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fluctuate,  and  it  will  probably  be  some  time  until 
it  settles. 

Pieces 

In  this  issue:  We  start  with  a  gem  1864  Small 
Motto,  the  rarity  from  the  first  year  of  the  series, 
and  end  with  a  gem  1873  Proof,  the  last  year.  In 
between  there  are  many  nice  items  including  new 
purchases.  In  fact,  our  offering  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  is  nearly  complete. 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 
red  fading  to  mellow  brown.  A  beautiful  gem 
of  exquisite  quality.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist . 2,295 

The  1864  Small  Motto  two-cent  piece  is  at  least  100  to 
200  times  rarer  than  the  1 864  Large  Motto  in  this  grade! 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces.  ..975 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  One  of 
the  nicest  we’ve  seen.  This  will  look  great  in 


your  type  set!  . 1,195 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  BN . 149 

1865  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,150 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1865  AU-58 . 65 

1866  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  of  a 
quality  seldom  seen  in  the  marketplace.  1,895 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1868  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1,695 

1869  MS-64  RB . 259 


1 869/8  Breen-2399.  Alternatively,  1 869  repunched 


date.  Called  "  1 869/8  overdate  by  Walter  Breen, 
but  opinions  are  divided.  EF-45  (ANACS).  805 

1870  MS-60 . 235 

1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Difficult  to  find  in 

gem  grade  such  as  this . 419 

1871  AU-55 . 155 


Gem  1872  2 <t  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  . 1,950 

1872  Proof-64  RB.  With  a  very  nice  blend  of  red 
and  brown.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the 
prime  scarcities  in  the  short-lived  two-cent  se¬ 
ries.  There  is  a  lot  of  value  to  be  had  in  this 

Proof  grade  level . 1 ,295 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a  great 
rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Last  business  strike  date  in  the  series . 1,795 

It  is  not  clear  why  business  strike  1872  two-cent  pieces 
were  made.  In  1871  the  Mint  gathered  in  many  two-cent 
pieces  of  earlier  dates,  and  these  were  subsequently  melted 
and  converted  into  planchet  strip  for  Indian  cents  (account¬ 
ing  in  part  for  increased  mintages  of  Indian  cents  after  1 872). 
We  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  most  1 872  two-cent 
pieces  never  left  the  Mint,  but  were  melted. 

1872  VF-20 . 295 

Remarkable  Gem  1873  2<t 


1873  Closed  3.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  A  superb 
coin,  a  gem  of  remarkable  quality  with  beauti¬ 
fully  blended  red  and  light  brown  surfaces.  Not 
one  in  several  dozen  specimens  of  this  classic 
date  is  so  choice.  Highly  important  as  the  last 


year  of  the  denomination  and  also  as  a  Proof- 
only  issue.  Quality,  this  is  it.  Rarity,  too!  Just 
purchased . 2,950 

Nil  kol  riiMcs 

In  this  issue:  In  this  issue  we  offer  a  wide  selec¬ 
tion  of  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins  as  well  as  a  few 
others  as  well.  I  he  circulated  1  878  (no  longer  with 
Proof  finish)  is  interesting  for  its  rarity — just  a  side- 
comment  as  it  is  not  worth  as  much  as  if  it  had  not 
been  worn.  I  he  1 887/6  overdate  is  always  of  inter¬ 
est  as  are  other  low-mintage  issues  of  the  late  1 870s 
and  1880s. 

There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  and  thus 
the  formation  of  a  complete  collection  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity,  although  the  1877,  1878,  and  two  issues  of 
1887  are  considered  to  be  particularly  elusive. 
1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  First  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...715 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  1 15 

1868  Proof-63.  Lightly  toned  mirror  surfaces. 

Scarce  in  Proof  format,  more  than  generally 
realized . 350 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A  popular  date.  Pale  golden 

gray  surfaces  with  strong  lustre . 275 

1870  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  many 

hundreds  of  new  purchases  in  this  issue  (only  a 
few  of  which  we  specifically  mention) . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1 872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 

1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur . 1,850 

1876  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 

A  little  gem! . 450 

1878  VF-20.  A  coin  collector  must  have  spent  this 

one!  Very  rare  in  worn  grades . 545 

1880  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Rare . 22S 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1885  EF-40.  Rarer  in  business  strike  form  than  in 


Proof  format . 550 

1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 875 

The  1886  joins  the  1877  and  1878  as  one  of  just  three 
Proof-only  issues  in  the  nickel  three-cent  piece  series. 

1887/6  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Ever-popular 
overdate . 450 

1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  rar¬ 
est  Proofs  of  the  series . 519 


In  our  opinion  only  about  1 ,000  Proofs  were  issued  of 
the  1887  non-overdate  as  offered  here.  Probably  2/3  of  the 
mintage  of  Proofs  of  this  date,  or  about  2.000  other  pieces, 
were  of  the  1887/6  overdate. 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 49S 


R.E.  Naftzger,  Jr.  Comments: 


Your  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  109  arrived 
with  news  of  your  Eliasberg  Collection  sale 
in  May.  Bravo!  I’m  glad  you’re  doing  it.  Here’s 
$40  for  a  catalogue  and  price  list. 

Nice  to  see  the  1 793  Liberty  Cap  (C-l  2- 
L,  S-13)  cent  coming  around  again.  Max 
Mehl  sold  it  in  the  William  Cutler  Atwater 
sale  in  1946;  1  had  bid  $1,905  on  the  coin. 
Max  and  I  had  spoken  by  phone  a  number 
of  times  before  the  sale,  and  he  called  just 
the  day  before  the  sale  to  congratulate  me 


on  my  good  taste!  The  next  day  he  got  an 
“unlimited”  bid  from  Mr.  E— that  could  be 
done  in  those  days. 

Same  sale  had  the  full  red  C-6-F,  which  I 
bought  on  a  $  1 ,300  bid,  and  enjoyed  for  about 
48  years.  It,  too,  is  a  pristine  gem,  as  you  know. 
Fun  to  have  been  involved  all  these  years. 

You  do  fine  work,  Dave,  you  have  per¬ 
fected  a  great  team,  and  excellent  commu¬ 
nications. 

Have  a  great  year! 
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SilvnoC  Vhm 

In  this  issue:  Our  selection  begins  with  1851-0 
and  runs  to  1 8^2  and  along  the  way  includes  a  num¬ 
ber  ot  remarkable  quality  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins. 
1851-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  branch 
mint  issue  of  this  denomination . 385 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  Irosty  little  cameo  gem. 

Brilliant . 1,195 

1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  Irosty  gem  speci¬ 

men  of  the  first  year  ol  the  Type  II  design.  Far 
above  average  strike,  too!  . 1,350 

Remarkable  Gem  1855  3<t  Rarity 
Lowest  Mintage  of  Type 


1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces. 
The  lowest  mintage  date  of  the  1854-1 858  Type 
II  design.  Nice  strike,  too!  All  in  all,  remark¬ 
able ■! . 2,750 

1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Key  date  ol  the  Type  II  se¬ 
ries.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  lustrous  silver 
surfaces.  Great  strike!  Very  elusive  in  Mint  State. 
There  is  a  lot  of  value  to  be  had  with  this  MS- 

62  coin . 895 

1 861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  silver  gem  with 

just  a  hint  of  pale  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  695 
1864  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  scarce  date.  Usually  seen 
in  Proof  format;  rarely  as  a  business  strike.  Ex¬ 
ceptionally  sharply  struck . 995 

1867  Prool-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
golden  and  iridescent  toning.  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men  of  a  really  rare  date! . 875 

1869  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  lustrous  gem  busi¬ 
ness  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  exceedingly  rare  as 
such.  Just  4,500  business  strikes  were  minted, 
most  of  which  were  melted.  A  prize  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  advanced  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist.  One  of  the  most  exciting  coins  among  our 

new  purchases! . 1,395 

1 872  Prool-64  (PCGS).  Superb  delicate  toning  over 
deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  A  really  outstand¬ 
ing  specimen!  Rare  in  this  grade . 975 

Nickel  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

In  this  issue:  We’ve  been  looking  for  choice 
Shield  nickels,  but  they  are  elusive.  The  ones  we 
offer  are  very  nice.  It’s  just  that  we  wish  we  had  a 
few  dozen  more. 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion .  595 

(lie  second  6  in  [he  date  appears  about  30%  larger  than 


the  first  6.  Traditionally  this  is  ascribed  to  differences  in  depth 
of  numeral  punching,  but  when  this  coin  is  examined  under 
a  glass  this  is  hard  to  believe.  We’ll  go  on  record  saying  that 
the  second  6  is  indeed  from  a  different  punch,  and  invite 
readers  to  make  comments  to  influence  a  mind  change.  This 
is  not  an  unusual  characteristic;  the  6s  are  of  different  sizes 


on  the  majority  of  business  strikes  seen. 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC) . 395 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1867  Rays.  Recut  date.  AU-58 . 235 

1867  No  Rays.  AU-55 . 65 

1869  Triple-punched  date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Under 

magnification  the  date  is  extensively  multiply 
punched.  A  very  interesting  item  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist!  . 895 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces. 

THE  key  issue  among  Shield  nickels.  ...  1,450 
1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Superb  mirror  surfaces. 


Brilliant.  An  especially  appealing  example  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  dates  in  the  nickel  five- 


cent  series . 795 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous . 259 


1883/2  True  overdate.  Breen-2526.  MS-63 
(ANACS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  display  warm 
golden  toning  and  frosty  cartwheel  lustre.  715 
Breen-2526,  with  remnants  of  2  in  field  between  sec¬ 
ond  8  and  3  in  date.  A  key  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series. 
Probably  30  to  60  times  scarcer  than  a  perfect  date  1883. 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

Liberty  lleail  Nickels 

In  this  issue:  Liberty  Head  nickels  abound,  al¬ 
though  in  this  issue  we  do  not  have  gems  ol  the 
rare  1885  and  1912-S  (oh  well,  perhaps  in  our  next 
issue).  This  listing  gives  you  an  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  to  fill  in  the  dates  you  need  or  start  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  this  beautiful  design.  In  our  opinion,  cur¬ 
rent  market  prices  are  very  reasonable. 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  We 
recently  bought  a  small  group  of  these,  and  as 
we  go  to  press  we  have  seven  pieces  in  stock. 


Buy  one  for . 325 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 325 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64 . 85 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 85 

1883  No  CENTS.  AU-58 . 16 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1884  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  toning . 245 

1884  MS-63.  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive.  Rare  in  business 

strike  form . 725 

1886  AU-58.  Rare  date . 449 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..245 
1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 259 

1890  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  .245 

1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine.  .850 

1894  MS-62.  Brilliant . 219 

1895  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning . 155 


1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  Scarce 

date . 350 

1900  MS-65.  Lustrous . 495 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  beauty.  . 185 

1901  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .495 

1902  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1903  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  attractive  coin.  495 

1907  AU-58 . 39 

1909  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine.  575 

1910  MS-63 . 89 

1912  MS-60.  Attractively  and  lightly  toned _ 79 

1912  Liberty  nickel  hub  trial.  Deep  impression  of 

1912  obverse  die,  complete,  on  a  large,  thick 

copper  flan.  Possibly  unique . 995 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  A  superb 
specimen  exquisitely  struck.  A  find  for  just  365 
1912-S  VF-35  (ANACS).  Rare  low-mintage  date. 
Always  in  demand . 349 

Buffalo  Nickels 

In  this  issue:  We’ve  been  buying  Buffalo  nickels, 
and  helping  matters  was  a  nice  collection  bought 
by  Mark  Borckardt.  Buying  nice  Buffalo  nickels 
takes  a  lot  of  time,  probably  more  so  than  for  any 
other  nickel  type. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  very  nice  selection  com¬ 
mencing  from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1913,  con¬ 
tinuing  through  the  1930s.  If  you  are  building  a 
high  quality  set  of  Buffalo  nickels,  make  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters!  And,  if 
you  don’t  see  it  listed,  be  sure  to  give  Gail  Watson 
your  “want  list.”  We  do  a  lot  of  business  with  “want 


lists”  and  try  to  be  very  attentive  to  them. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 87 

1913  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 59 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1913  Type  I.  AU-58 . 25 


The  Minting  Process 

Wayne  Stevenson  recently  sent  a  clip¬ 
ping  from  the  Fresno  Bee,  published  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  which  in  a  children’s  section  an¬ 
swered  the  question,  “How  are  coins 
made?”  with  this  rather  humorous  but 
somewhat  realistic  answer: 

“A  dented  chunk  of  metal."  Its  dented 
in  a  controlled  way.  The  coin  is  smashed 
by  a  special  mold  called  a  die.  The  designs 
we  see  are  dents  pressed  into  metal  disks. 
Its  called  minting c oins. 

“When  you  whack  two  things  together, 
something  has  to  give.  The  softer  ol  the 
two  things  will  change  its  shape  to  fit  up 
against  the  thing  that’s  harder.  Think  about 
what  happens  when  you  squeeze  a  piece  ol 
chewed  gum  or  clay.  That’s  how  coins  are 
made  too.  The  design  is  squeezed  into  the 
metal.” 
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FIVE-MINT  NECKS 


1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  light  toning.  A  beauty! . 850 

1913  Buffalo,  ’lype  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selec¬ 
tion  we  have  in  this  issue!  . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  11.  MS-60.  Ever  popular  rar¬ 
ity.  . 335 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-50 . 280 

1914- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 365 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..365 
1915  Gem  Matte  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this  very  rare 
issue . 925 

Of  the  1,050  Matte  Proof  nickels  made  this  year,  we 
doubt  it  more  than  300  to  350  still  exist,  and  even  this  esti¬ 
mate  may  be  liberal. 

1915  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 69 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS) . 98 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces 

display  attractive -rose  toning  highlights.  ..499 
1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 199 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..329 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  ...225 

1917  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin, 

highly  lustrous  and  frosty,  with  just  a  hint  of 
toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  find  at 
this  grade  level . 975 

1917-S  EF-40  (PCI) . 115 

191 8/7-D  VG-8  (ANACS).  A  rarity  in  all 
grades . 539 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satin-like  surfaces. 

A  beauty!  In  terms  of  quality  this  will  challenge 
any  number  of  MS-65  coins! . 499 


1918-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 2,450 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

Let  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  be  your  passport 
to  numismatic  enjoyment.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Mcrena  Gal¬ 
leries  we  really  enjoy  coins  and  our  business.  Our  “mission 
statement”  is  to  provide  quality  coins  to  knowledgeable  nu¬ 
mismatists  and  to  provide  a  service  and  value  that  keeps  our 
clients  with  us  for  their  entire  collecting  careers.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries:  there  is  a  difference. 


1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 10 


1920-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning  over  deep 
mint  frost.  Rarely  seen  in  Mint  State,  and  even 

less  often  in  the  quality  offered  here . 1 ,450 

1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 
with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 

issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 
of  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  Just  purchased!  785 
1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Another  purchase  just  added  to  our 
stock.  Rare  . 785 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the 


specialist . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- D  VF-20.  Small  planchet  lamination  on  re¬ 
verse . 49 


1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 
beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 


this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series. 

. 1,850 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 79 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 

. 185 

1 927- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 

. 550 

1 927- D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 

. 285 

1 927- S  EF-40 . 

. 79 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

. 225 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 119 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant... 

. 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  very  pleas- 

ing.  We  bought  four(!)  of  these 

little  beauties. 

and  we  expect  them  to  sell  right 

away.  Buy  one 

for . 

. 615 

1928-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 

. 475 

1928-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

. 475 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

. 245 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant... 

. 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

. 370 

1 929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur- 

faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1930-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 
Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem . 195 

The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 240 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 


1934- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1935  Mint  error:  clipped  planchet.  MS-60.  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1935- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 73 

1936- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

delicate  toning . 895 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only  two 

years  in  which  mirror  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  were 

struck . 850 

1937  Proof-64.  Light  golden  toning.  A  nice  coin 
for  a  high-grade  type  set . 875 


Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled.  Another  prize 


from  our  recent  buying  trip . 3,450 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 519 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40 . 425 

1937-D  3- Legged.  F-15 . 285 


1 937-  S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  Re¬ 

cently  a  small  group  of  these  was  found  and 
encapsulated  by  NGC;  we  bought  12 
pieces,  all  marvelous  gems,  and  offer  you 
one  for .  1  89 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

■liTImmi  Vii  kcls 

In  this  issue:  A  few  Jefferson  nickels  are  on  hand, 
these  being  quite  nice: 

1942-P  lype  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  1 1  5 
1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...95 
1949-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 


Ginger'  Rapsns  Writes 

A  nice  note  arrived  the  other  day  from 
Ginger  Rapsus: 

“I  really  enjoy  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
The  Coin  Collector ;  and  thanks  for  mention¬ 
ing  me  in  a  recent  issue.  Your  article,  'Snow¬ 
bound  and  loving  it’  was  my  favorite  piece. 
What  a  nice  way  to  spend  two  days! 

“By  the  way,  to  expand  on  an  item  in 
your  ‘This  and  That’  column,  the  country 
of  Myanmar  is  Burma  with  a  new  name.  1 
have  a  few  coins  from  Burma — one  with  a 
lion,  one  with  a  peacock. 

P.S.  from  the  editor:  Thanks  also  to  Paul 
Siegel  who  called  about  Myanmar. 
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Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


QA  couple  of  questions.  First,  I  understand  that  a 
British  person  catalogued  the  King  Farouk  sale. 
I  read  in  a  recent  COINage  article  on  the  1933 
Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle,  that  that  coin  was  graded  as 
Extremely  Fine.  The  Farouk  specimen  of  the  1913  Liberty 
head  nickel  was  also  graded  Extremely  Fine  by  the  same 
person.  The  COINage  article  further  mentioned  that  in 
England,  EF  corresponds  to  our  grade  of  Uncirculated.  Is 
this  true?  If  so,  it  would  clear  up  something  for  me  about  the 
nickel. 

Secondly,  can  you  provide  any  information  about  hoards 
of  Liberty  Head  nickels?  Do  you  have  any  information  about 
whether  Wayte  Raymond  had  any  original  rolls  or  not? 

As  an  aside,  I  have  written  an  article  for  the  Numismatic 
Literaiy  Guild  Newsletter  about  the  value  of  auction  cata¬ 
logues  as  “literature.”  I  included  two  among  your  finest,  the 
Virgil  Brand,  and  the  Armand  Champa  catalogues  as  repre¬ 
sentative  examples  of  well  written,  readable  catalogues. 

I  received  your  Eliasberg  catalogue  yesterday.  Very 
well  done!  Kudos  to  your  entire  staff,  and  to  Doug 
Plasencia  for  a  job  well  done  photographically.  I  look 
forward  to  reading  it. 

If  you  can  provide  any  information  regarding  my  above 
questions,  I  will  be  very  grateful.  — C.C.H. 

A  The  Farouk  sale  held  in  Cairo  in  1954  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Sotheby’s,  with  the  cataloguing  primarily 
done  by  a  British  coin  dealer.  Pieces  were  put  in 
large  lots  and  were  often  not  attributed. 

Grading  was  approximate,  not  at  all  pre¬ 
cise,  and  certain  coins  that  were  what  we 
would  call  a  Mint  State  now  were  simply 
called  “Extremely  Fine’’  or  something 
similar. 

Actually,  until  recent  years,  this  was 
the  general  practice  in  England.  If  you 
look  through  virtually  any  British  auction 
catalogue  lor  a  sale  conducted  in  London, 
you  will  note  that  such  terms  as  “Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine  and  rare”  would  be  used — 
possibly  the  equivalent  of  “very  nice  con¬ 
dition  and  rare.”  Microscopic  grading  dif¬ 
ferences  simply  weren’t  used.  Even  today, 
the  average  client  of  ours  in  Great  Britain, 
while  he  or  she  now  appreciates  Mint 

State  vs.  lightly  worn  coins,  probably  isn’t  at  all  interested  insuch 
minute  differences  as  MS-61,  MS-62,  MS-63,  etc. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


With  regard  to  hoards  of  Liberty  Flead  nick¬ 
els,  the  1883  without  CENTS  was  hoarded  by 
the  public  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  years  ago 
quantities  of  these  were  common  on  the  coin 
market.  It  wasn’t  at  all  unusual  in  the  1950s  for 
a  dealer  to  have  a  few  hundred  pieces  all  at  once, 
typically  in  grades  of  EF,  AU,  or  lower  ranges  of 
Uncirculated.  One  Boston  dealer  put  a  large 
basket  of  these  on  display  in  his  front  window  (1 
think  I  mentioned  this  in  one  of  my  books). 

Although  Wayte  Raymond  had  many  rolls  of 
coins  (someof  them  comingfrom  old-timedealer 
David  Proskey,  but  most  simply  gathered  here 
and  there  from  stock),  and  probably  in  his  time 
had  rolls  of  Liberty  Head  nickels,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
rolls  in  his  possession  during  the  last  decade  of  his  life,  the 
1950s.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  while  single  specimens 
of  Liberty  Head  nickels  in  Mint  State  are  deservedly  important 
today  and  may  well  cost  into  three  figures,  years  ago  they  rarely 
attracted  much  notice,  except  for  the  key  issues — the  1885, 
1886,  and  1912-S. 

Thank  you  for  your  nice  comments  about  our  catalogues 
and  I’ll  pass  them  along  to  the  many  staff  members  who 
helped.  Creating  these  is  a  team  effort.  By  the  way,  with  regard 
to  the  Armand  Champa  catalogues,  while  our  staff  did  the 
photography,  layout,  and  some  light  editing  it  was  Charles 
Davis  who  created  the  descriptive  text. 

&  It  It 

FOLLOW-UP:  J.M.  of  Maryland  writes:  “The 
person  who  asked  the  Rare  Coin  Review  ques¬ 
tion  ‘How  can  I  tell  if  my  1837  Liberty  Seated 
half  dime  is  a  Large  Date  or  Small  Date  variety?’  will 
definitely  be  confused  when  (and  if)  he  consults  the  Breen 
Encyclopedia.  Breen  defines  the  two  varieties  exactly  the 
opposite  from  the  way  you  do!” 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  J.M.  whose  comments  relate  to 
our  “Question  and  Answer  Forum”  on  p.  14  of  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  1 10.  The  Peak-top  1  type  is  actually  the  “Large 
Date,”  and  the  Flat-top  1  type  is  the  “Small  Date.”  It  is  our 
usual  procedure  when  cataloguing  these  pieces  to  simply  refer 
to  the  peak-top  1  or  flat-top  1  feature,  without  mentioning  the 
date  size;  indeed  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  writes  that 
the  date  “size  differences  are  microscopic.” 

However,  on  the  1837  Liberty  Seated 
dimes,  the  date  sizes  are  significantly  dif¬ 
ferent. 


Q. 


A  A  A 

I  am  making  up  a  “want  list” 
of  Morgan  dollars  to  send  to 
Gail  Watson,  and  in  doing 
so  I  am  asking  your  opinion  as  to  what 
to  include.  I  am  a  bit  confused  by  a  lot 
of  sub-varieties — coins  other  than  ba¬ 
sic  dates  and  mintmarks.  If  you  were  I, 
what  would  you  include  in  a  Morgan 
dollar  set? — A.N.H. 


A 


I  bis  is  a  question  I  often  hear. 
It  would  be  nice,  for  example,  it 
the  Guide  Book  could  list  the 
basic  dates  and  mintmarks  in  one  size  of  type,  and  unusual 
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varieties  in  another.  For  example,  in  the  most  recent  issue  I  note  a  listing 
for  the  “1901  Double  Die  Reverse.”  While  this  is  a  nice  variety  to  own, 

I  don’t  consider  it  to  be  in  the  mainstream  of  collecting,  and  its  listing — 
in  the  same  type  as  a  regular  1 90 1  silver  dollar — -is  a  bit  distracting.  You 
didn't  mention  which  source(s)  you  are  using  for  your  listing,  so  I  simply 
picked  the  Guide  Book  as  a  copy  is  at  my  left  elbow  as  1  write  this. 

To  directly  answer  your  question,  if  1  were  forming  a  collection  of 
Morgan  dollars  I  would  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  plus  the 
following: 

For  1 878  Philadelphia  Mint  I  would  have  three  coins:  8Tailfeathers, 
Doubled  Tailfeathers  (sometimes  called  7/8  Tailfeathers,  although 
most  don’t  show  8  under-feathers),  and  7  Tailfeathers. 

For  1879-S  I  would  have  two  coins,  one  with  the  Second  Reverse 
(parallel  top  feather  in  arrow)  and  another  with  the  Third  Reverse 
(slanting  top  feather). 

For  1 880-CC  I  would  have  two  coins,  one  each  with  feathers  as  just 
described  for  1 879-S.  Those  with  the  Second  Reverse  are  all  overdates 
of  one  sort  or  another  (8  over  7  or  80  over  79),  so  you  get  a  bonus. 

For  1900-0  I  would  have  two  coins,  the  regular  1900-0  and  the 
very  interesting  (in  my  opinion)  1900-0/CC  overmintmark. 

At  this  point  I  might  stop.  However,  there  are  some  overdates  such 
as  1 887/6  and  1 887/6-0  that  are  worth  considering,  and  the  1 882-0/ 
S  overmintmark. 

I  probably  would  not  go  beyond  this  point  unless  I  wanted  to  make 
a  commitment  to  be  a  dedicated  collector  of  minute  die  varieties.  In  this 
instance  I  would  immediately  acquire  a  copy  of  the  Comprehensive 
Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  Morgan  and  Peace  Silver  Dollars,  by 
Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis.  This  book  has  micro¬ 
photographs  of  many  die  differences  and  gives  much  useful  information. 

A  A  A 


k  M5&  A 


QI  have  an  1855-C  gold  dollar  graded  VF-30,  but  it  has  a 
very  irregular  surface  and  is  quite  unattractive.  I  also 
have  an  1855  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollar,  but  in  EF- 
40,  and  it  is  very  pretty. — D.Y. 


A  The  1855-C  was  struck  under  rather  primitive  circum¬ 
stances,  and  all  known  specimens  are  irregular  in  one  way 
or  another.  In  fact,  if  you  had  a  “nice”  sharply  struck  1855- 
C  it  would  probably  be  a  counterfeit! 

Here  is  what  David  Akers  had  to  say  about  the  1 855-C  in  his  1  )75 
book  on  the  series:  “Invariably  the  planchets  and  quality  of  striking  are 
extremely  poor,  and  the  date  and  word  DOLLAR  are  almost  always 
weak.. . .  Because  of  poor  planchets  and  equally  poor  quality  of  striking, 
grading  is  difficult  and  one  must  take  note  of  such  characteristics  as  lustre, 
quality  of  the  surfaces,  etc.,  in  order  to  make  an  accurate  determination. 

In  his  Encyclopedia  Walter  Breen  also  mentions  the  weakness  of 
known  1  855-C  gold  dollars. 


While  I  haven’t  seen  your  coin  and  thus  cannot  be  specific,  chances 
are  that  it  is  normal  for  the  variety  and  grade. 

A  1  A 

ESEARCH  AND  PUBEISHING  POSSIBILITY:  An¬ 
drew  W.  Pollock  III  of  our  staff  has  spent  several  years 
compiling  information  about  die  varieties  of  United 
States  gold  coins  of  the  1795-1834  years,  and  is  considering  turning 
his  work  over  to  our  company.  The  question  is  this:  Is  there  a  reader 
“out  there”  with  interest  sufficient  to  take  the  work  Andy  has  done, 
add  historical  information  and  die  state  data,  and  bring  it  into 
publishable  form?  If  so,  please  contact  Andy  Pollock  care  of  our 
company.  While  this  is  not  a  commitment,  there  is  a  chance  we  might 
be  interested  in  being  the  publisher  once  a  manuscript  is  ready. 

AAA 

QI  have  been  collecting  your  publications  since  1979 
and  have  bought  some  of  them  issued  earlier  than  that. 
Have  you  ever  considered  publishing  a  check  list  of 
your  catalogues  together  with  comments  about  each?  I  think  this 
would  be  interesting  to  read.  Also,  would  you  consider  reprinting 
the  early  issues  of  the  RCR  so  they  would  be  easy  to  get? —  M.E.G. 


A  A  check  list  would  be  a  nice  “sometime”  project,  but  no 
plans  are  in  the  immediate  offing.  1  doubt  if  we  would  ever 
reprint  the  early  issues  because,  first  of  all,  the  demand 
would  probably  be  very  small,  and,  second,  it  might  impair  the  fun  of 
trying  to  track  down  original  copies.  If  such  were  ever  done — and  it  is 
not  contemplated — different  paper,  or  ink,  or  other  constituents 
would  have  to  be  used  so  as  to  instantly  identify  them  as  reprints. 

Most  sellers  of  out-of-print  books  regularly  offer  our  back-dated 
catalogues,  and  I  am  sending  you  a  photocopy  of  the  latest  issue  of  /  he 
Asylum  (journal  of  the  American  Bibliomania  Society)  which  has  dealer 
listings  and  addresses. 

Thanks  for  collecting  our  old  catalogues! 


Bill  head  for  the  National  Hotel,  Washington,  operated  by 
Newton  &  Gadsby,  1841.  The  interest  of  this  is  that  the 
minutely  detailed  engraving  is  by  none  other  than  James  B. 
Eongacre,  who  later  became  well  known  as  chief  engraver  at  the 
U.S.  Mint. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  fez  Sale 


Mali  Himes 

In  this  issue:  We  offer  quite  a  few  very  nice  half 
dimes,  commencing  with  a  world-class  specimen 
of  1796,  always  a  prized  rarity  in  high  grades.  A 
choice  1800,  first  year  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  re¬ 
verse,  is  worth  close  attention,  too.  And  then  there 
is  a  dazzling  gem  1833,  a  Proof(!)  1837  Liberty 
Seated,  a  lovely  and  rare  1 864,  and  others.  In  fact, 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist  will  find  one  of  the 
nicest  selections  ever  in  one  of  our  catalogues.  En¬ 
joy  yourself!  As  always,  nearly  all  of  the  pieces  are 
one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock. 

There  are  two  important  reference  books  in  the 
half  dime  series.  Daniel  W.  Valentines  study,  United 
States  Half  Dimes,  describes  issues  from  1 794-1 837 
(“V”  numbers),  while  an  informative  volume  by  A1 
Blythe,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes,  is  useful  for  the  collector  of  later  issues. 
1829  Valentine-12.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 . 255 

Superb  Proof  like  Gem  1833 


1833  V-l.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  superb  gem.  The  ob¬ 
verse  resembles  a  full  Proof  and  the  reverse  is 
frosty.  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  toning.  One  of  the 
finest  half  dimes  of  this  era  to  survive . 4,985 

Possibly  struck  as  a  one-sided  Proof,  as  were  certain  coins 
of  this  era  (reference:  Breens  1977  study  of  Proof  coinage). 
The  rationale  is  that  the  side  of  the  coin  facing  upward  in  a 
coin  tray  would  be  the  Proof  side,  and  it  did  not  matter  if  the 
reverse  was  not  Proof.  One-sided  Proofs  are  most  often  en¬ 
countered  in  literature  relating  to  large  cents  of  the  1820s 
and  1830s. 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1835  V-6.  VF-20 . 65 

1835  V-7.  AU-50.  Most  original  lustre  is  still  vis¬ 
ible . 235 

1837  Capped  Bust.  V-3b.  Large  5C.  AU-50.  .215 

l,ilii‘i  lv  Sealed  Hall  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 

year  of  the  design . 1,950 

T  his  design  was  adapted  from  (  ihristian  Gobrecht’s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1830  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  in 


the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and  dimes, 
too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  1 837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1 838  ( 1 838-0)  and  not  other¬ 
wise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a  cameo-like  aspect. 


1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set . 695 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 

lustrous  gem . 725 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 135 

1840  With  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 695 

1847  MS-62.  Brilliant . 239 

1 847  MS-62  (PCGS).  Delicately  toned  around  the 
borders . 239 

1849/8  AU-58  (ANACS) . 250 

Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 
we’ve  seen . 3,250 

An  ideal  coin  for  the  numismatist  who  has  an  “1824  over 
various  dates’’  half  dollar  and  wants  a  half  dime  equivalent! 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 


silver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 

1851-0  AU-50 . 195 


1 853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 
with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,595 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 


as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Rare .  750 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  little 
gem.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 695 

1853  Arrows.  EF-40 . 49 

1 853- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  cousin . 950 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 


phia  Mint  1854  hall  dime . 1,095 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 . 135 


1 856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 595 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 650 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1858-0  AU-58 . 195 

1859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 725 

This  issue  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  work  of  assistant 
engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet,  who  joined  the  Mint  staff  on 
October  20,  1857.  There  are  several  differences  in  the  ob¬ 
verse  design,  most  notably  hollow  centers  to  the  stars  and 
somewhat  slimmer  than  usual  arms  to  Miss  Liberty. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli- 


Quality! 

It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you 
should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is 
your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never  goes  out 
of  style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
we  have  been  delivering  quality  coins  to 
collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since 
we  started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  have  built  what  is  probably  America’s 
most  successful  rare  coin  dealership. 
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cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 


Miss  Liberty . 1,650 

1859  EF-40 . 69 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 

seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 

1861/0  AU-58.  Highly  lustrous . 325 

1862  AU-50 . 70 


Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 

of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 
business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 2,850 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  few  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie 
(coin)  payments  were  suspended  from  mid  1862  until  the 
late  1870s.  Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1863  date 
ordered  Proofs.  Business  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  ex¬ 
ist  today. 

1 864  Proof-65.  A  gorgeous  gem  with  lavender  ton¬ 

ing  at  the  centers  changing  to  light  blue  and 
iridescent  at  the’ borders.  An  especially  high 
quality  example  of  one  of  the  most  desirable 
dates  in  the  half  dime  series.  Even  worn  coins 
are  very  valuable.  Gem  Proofs  such  as  this  are 
especially  in  demand . 950 

1865-S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .419 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 

ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1867  Proof-63  (NGC).  As  a  business  strike  this  is 

a  scarcer  date,  however,  we  are  pricing  the  Proof 
issue  as  a  “type”  coin.  Perhaps  we  ll  raise  our 
price  if  it  does  not  sell . 699 

1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 


One-  Of- A- Kind 

Most  items  in  this  issue  are  one-of-a- 
kind  in  our  stock,  so  please  order  as  early  as 
possible  for  the  best  selection .  J  ust  telephone 
1-800-222-5993  and  our  Direct  Sales  De¬ 
partment  will  take  care  of  your  order  today. 
Be  sure  to  ask  about  our  Order  It  1  oday, 
Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  overnight  service! 

Quality,  service,  value  and  appreciation 
for  your  business  and  friendship  are  yours 
when  you  order  from  Bowers  and  Merena. 


lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breens  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297, 
which  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  vol¬ 
ume  to  your  library  if  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have 
sold  over  1 0,000  copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988). 

1871  EF-45 . 39 

1872- S  Mintmark  below  wreath.  MS-60.  Bril¬ 
liant .  145 

1873- S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Quite  probably 

as  nice  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  minted! . 435 

Thus  concludes  a  really  remarkable  offering  of  half  dimes 
in  this  issue! 

Dimes 

In  this  issue:  Welcome  to  a  really  great  offering 
of  dimes.  Notable  pieces  include  a  remarkable  gem 
1827,  a  gem  1835,  a  particularly  fine  listing  of  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  dimes  in  just  about  all  categories  of  rar¬ 
ity  and  grade,  a  nearly  complete  presentation  of 
Barber  dimes  (from  a  collection  recently  pur¬ 
chased),  and  many  nice  Mercury  dimes. 

Capped  lliisl  Dimes 

1821  John  Reich-9.  Rarity-2.  Small  date.  EF-45.  395 


1831 JR-5.  AU-50 . 350 

1831  JR-5.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 350 


1835  JR-9.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  1,095 

Liberty  Sealed  Himes 

1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 
equivalent  pieces  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1,295 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply 
struck.  A  classic  rarity  in  the  series.  NGC  was  a 
bit  conservative,  in  our  opinion,  on  this  one, 
and  we  believe  it  could  pass  muster  as  MS-65. 
In  any  event,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
owned . 2,1 50 

The  1853  No  Arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is  quite 
probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the  melting 
pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853 
(which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at  the  time  they 
were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in  face  value). 

1853  Arrows.  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  .  169 

1853  Arrows.  EF-45 . 55 

1854  Arrows.  AU-58 . 169 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!  Much 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 1 ,795 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 


borders.  One  of  the  finest  we  ve  seen  of  this  early 

New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,850 

1859  Proof-63.  Delicate  golden  toning  over  mir¬ 
ror  surfaces . 1 ,450 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 995 

1861  AU-55 . 75 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  this  coinage  went  to  the 
Orient  and  was  melted. 

1869-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A 
find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10<£ 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,150 

1 874  Arrows.  VF-30 . 65 

1875-S  Mintmark  below  bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1880  Proof-50.  Rare  date . 325 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 
in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1 ,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1886  EF-45 . 25 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 
sues  of  its  era . 1,095 

Only  206,524  1886-S  dimes  were  minted  in  an  era  in 
which  collecting  by  mintmark  varieties  was  not  yet  popular 
(this  did  not  occur  until  after  the  publication  of  Augustus  G. 
Heatons  treatise,  Mint  Marks,  in  1893).  Accordingly,  few 
1886-S  dimes  were  saved  in  Mint  State.  By  way  of  contrast, 
the  mintage  of  the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  was 
6,337,570  including  886  Proofs.  The  mintage  of  business 
strikes  was  30  times  greater  than  for  the  1886-S,  thus  in¬ 
creasing  their  chances  of  survival,  and  in  addition,  the  886 
Proofs  were  specifically  sold  to  collectors.  As  can  be  seen, 
the  availability  of  an  1886-S  in  high  grade  as  here  offered  is 
a  very  special  occasion. 

1889  MS-63.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 350 

1889- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695 

The  1 889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this  era. 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  artractive . 235 

1890- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1890- S  AU-55 . 175 

1891  AU-58 . 85 

1891- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  dime 
struck  after  1860. 

1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 
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liarluM'  Dimes 

1892  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 125 

1892- 0  AU-58.  Gorgeous  light  golden  and  iri¬ 

descent  toning.  Most  lustre  is  intact.  Another 
one  ot  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  in  this 
issue .  95 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck;  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  it  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 


trous  specimen . 1,595 

1892-S  F-12 . 149 


1 893  MS-60,  but  with  the  overall  beauty  of  an  MS- 
65  (yes,  MS-65)  coin.  Iridescent  toning  around 
the  borders,  brilliant  at  the  centers.  A  few  marks 
on  the  cheek  dictate  the  MS-60  grade,  but  it  is 


really  nice! . 155 

1893-S/S  (repunched  mintmark)  AU-50 . 125 


1894  Proof-64.  A  light  gold  iridescent  gem.  Espe¬ 
cially  desirable  year  as  related  business  strikes  are 
scarce.  You’ll  like  the  quality  of  this  one! ....  795 
1 894  AU-50.  Very  scarce  date.  Seldom  seen  in  this 
grade . 175 


1894-0  AU-50.  Marks  on  cheek.  Very  rare  in  this 
grade.  A  prize  coin.  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  periphery.  We  just  bought  a  very 
nice  collection  of  Barber  dimes,  quarters  (not 
as  many),  and  half  dollars.  This  present  listing 
gives  you  the  opportunity  to  acquire  many 
pieces  not  usually  seen.  Probably  only  once  ev¬ 
ery  few  years  do  we  have  an  1894-0  of  this 

quality  in  stock . 675 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty  gem 
of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years  will 
elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  business 
strike  in  stock . 1,995 


Robert  Obojski  on  the  1950-D  Nickel 

“THE  Rarity”  of  the  1950s 


“I  read  with  great  interest  Dave  Bowers’ 

'  FheJoyofCollecting’  feature,  recently  pub¬ 
lished  in  Coin  World ,  which  dealt  with  the 
storied  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel. 

“The  1950-D  ’Jeff,  is,  of  course  rated  as 
one  of  the  ’keys’  in  the  modern  U.S.  nickels 
series  because  of  its  very  low  mintage 
(2,630,030).  The  retail  price  of  the  1950-D 
Jefferson  5<£  skyrocketed  in  value  quite  rap¬ 
idly  because  every  ‘series  collector  needed 
one,  with  the  number  of  coins  in  circulation 
being  very  limited.  This  was  a  case  tanta¬ 
mount  to  the  case  of  the  1 93 1  -S  Lincoln  cent 
which  had  an  extremely  low  mintage  of 
866,000,  causing  it  to  become  one  of  the  real 
keys  in  the  entire  small  cents  series. 

“In  his  column,  Dave  indicated  that  in 
the  early-to-mid- 1950s  rolls  of  40  bank- 
wrapped  1950-D  nickels  with  a  face  value  of 
$2  were  selling  on  the  coin  market  from 
about  $  1 0  to  $  1 5.  Then  by  the  height  of  the 
coin  boom  in  the  early  1960s,  that  same  roll 
was  being  quoted  at  the  staggering  price  of 
$  1 ,200  or  so — or  $30  per  coin. 

“Eventually,  the  price  leveled  off  and  began 
declining  steadily.  Now  a  1950-D  nickel  in 
Gem  Unc.  can  be  had  for  $  1 0  or  less  (per  coin). 
Dave  concludes  by  saying:  ‘The  1950-D  is 
remarkable  in  that  it  is  one  of  only  a  few  Mint 
State  U.S.  coins  dated  1950  or  earlier  that  is 
cheaper  today  than  it  was  30  years  ago.  Most 
other  coins  have  risen  in  price  dramatically.’ 

“  Dave’s  discussion  rem  inded  me  of  my  old 
mentor,  the  late  Mike  Kolman  ( 1 906- 1970), 
who  left  his  contracting  business  in  1942  to 
start  his  numismatic  operation  that  eventu¬ 
ally  became  known  as  Federal  Brand  Enter¬ 
prises.  Operating  out  of  relatively  small  quar¬ 
ters  in  Cleveland’s  downtown  Hickok  Build¬ 
ing,  Mike  early  on  learned  that  the  mintage  of 
the  1950-D  nickel  was  unusually  low. 


“Never  afraid  to  take  a  calculated  risk, 
Kolman  went  over  to  Cleveland’s  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  and  bought  at  face  value  8,000 
$2-rolls  o!  Uncirculated  1950-D  nickels!  His 
bill  for  those  320,000  Jeffersons  came  out  to 
$16,000,  a  lot  of  money  lor  a  single  transac¬ 
tion  in  those  days. 

“Within  a  very  short  time  he  turned  them 
over  at  just  $1.00  to  $1.50  per  roll  over  face. 
Thus,  his  profit  came  out  to  nearly  $10,000, 
a  very  big  deal  at  the  time.  Of  course,  il  he  had 
kept  them  a  while  longer,  he  could  have  made 
an  enormous  profit.  However,  he  had  to  re¬ 
coup  his  original  $  1 6,000  investment  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

“Still,  this  one  deal  helped  propel  Mike 
into  the  big  leagues  in  the  numismatic  busi¬ 
ness. 

“In  the  early  1960s,  Federal  Brand  Enter¬ 
prises  maintained  three  locations  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  and  even  had  a  ‘Southern  Division’  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida.  Mike  ran  many  auctions 
including  three  in  conjunction  with  the  an¬ 
nual  American  Numismatic  Association  sum¬ 
mer  convention:  in  1954  in  Cleveland;  in 
1957  in  Philadelphia;  and  in  1964  in  Cleve¬ 
land  again. 

“He  is  reputed  to  have  conducted  the  first 
numismatic  auction  to  gross  over  $1 
million. ..that  came  in  January  1963  Florida 
United  Numismatists  (F.U.N.)  annual  con¬ 
vention.  Mike’s  sale,  consisting  of  4,5 19  lots, 
was  staged  over  a  five-day  period  in  eight 
separate  sessions!  Gross  realizations  came  to 
$1,050,000. 

“As  for  the  1950-D  nickel  deal,  nothing 
of  that  sort  can  happen  again.  Dealers  and 
investors,  according  to  our  understanding, 
now  cannot  buy  Uncirculated  rolls  in  quan¬ 
tity  from  any  U.S.  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
because  of  various  restrictions.  The  U.S.  cen¬ 


tral  banks  always  ‘mix’  circulated  coins  with 
Uncirculated  specimens  before  they’re  re¬ 
leased. 

“Moreover,  it’s  highly  unlikely  that  the 
U.S.  Mint  will  ever  again  produce  a  low- 
mintage  coin  for  general  circulation. 

“Sincerely,” 

— Bob  Obojski 

Editor’s  comment:  I  remember  Mike 
well.  At  one  time  he  wanted  to  hoard  worn 
20-cent  pieces  and  bought  hundreds  of 
them  in  grades  of  Good,  Very  Good,  and 
Fine  for  $5  to  $10  each,  on  up.  For  several 
years,  dealers  who  bought  these  in  the  nor¬ 
mal  course  of  business  would  ship  them  to 
Mike  in  Cleveland.  Mike  had  the  last  laugh, 
as  when  “type”  coins  became  very  popular 
in  the  early  1960s,  especially  after  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  “Library  of  Coins”  albums  by 
the  Coin  &  Currency  Institute  (Robert 
Friedberg),  everybody  and  his  brother 
needed  a  20-cent  piece,  and  it  was  Mike 
who  had  them. 

Regarding  the  1950-D  nickel,  I  had  never 
heard  about  Mike’s  involvement  in  them 
before.  The  biggest  player,  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  was  Texas  dealer  A.J.  Mi  tula,  who  was 
on  the  scene  early  in  the  game  and  who 
apparently  made  many  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars’  profit  on  them  in  the  mid-1950s, 
which  was  a  lot  of  money  in  those  days.  With 
some  of  the  proceeds  he  built  a  summer 
home  in  Cascade,  Colorado,  off  Route  24  in 
the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  west  of  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs. 

It  is  not  often  that  one  single  coin  is  front 
row  center  in  the  rare  coin  market,  and 
everybody  watches  it.  But,  the  1950-D  nickel 
was,  indeed,  such  a  coin  in  the  late  1950s  and 
early  1960s. 
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UNITED  STATUS  SIEVED  (  DINS 


1895  MS-60.  Gorgeous  iridescent  toning  around 
the  periphery.  Rarest  of  all  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
Barber  dimes.  From  a  set  of  Barber  dimes  just 


purchased . 675 

1895-0  F-12.  A  well-known  rarity  in  any  and  all 

grades . 695 

1895-0  VG-8.  Rare . 325 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 

this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 

1896  AU-50 . 109 

1896- 0  F-12 . 235 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You  II  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 

one!  . 2,950 

1896-S  EF-40.  Rare  issue.  Take  out  your  Barber 
dime  “want  list”  and  avail  yourself  of  all  the 

new  purchases  we  offer! . 329 

*, 

Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 

beauty. . 2,950 

1897-0  EF-40.  New  purchase,  as  are  many  coins 
in  this  offering.  Take  your  pick  of  the  pieces 
you  need,  including  rarities  such  as  this  1897- 


O . 375 

1897- S  EF-45.  Scarce . 135 

1898  MS-60.  Attractive  iridescent  toning . 99 

1898- 0  VF-20 . 99 

1899  EF-45 . 24 

1899- 0  VF-30. . . 110 

1899-S  VF-35. . 24 


1900-S  EF-40.  As  I  (QDB)  catalogue  all  of  these 
new  purchases,  my  only  regret  is  that  nearly  all 
are  just  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock.  It  has  been 
a  long  time  since  we  have  had  such  a  nice  selec¬ 
tion  of  Barber  dime  dates  and  mintmarks,  and 
once  these  are  sold  it  will  probably  be  a  long 


time  again . 26 

1901-0  EF-40 . 45 


1901-S  MS-63. (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  An  exceptionally  sharp  strike.  One  of 
the  great  highlights  in  the  Barber  dime  series, 
this  splendid  coin  can  be  yours  for  only ..  1 ,950 
This  coin  prompts  us  to  suggest  that  you  investigate  the 


market  for  Barber  dimes  at  the  MS-63  level.  If  carefully  se¬ 
lected  for  quality — as  we  do  when  we  buy  -you  wi  II  be  able 
to  form  a  spectacular  collection  for  a  small  fraction  of  the 


cost  of  MS-65  coins. 

1901- S  F-12 . 295 

1902  EF-40 . 24 

1902- 0  MS-60 . 365 

1902-0  F-12 . 15 

1902- S  EF-40 . 95 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903  EF-40 . 24 

1903- S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber 
dime  specialist . 1,850 

1903-S  VF-20 . 450 

1904  EF-45 . 29 


Gem  1904-S  Dime 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharp,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous  gem  with  delicate  peripheral  toning. 
This  beauty  has  it  all.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  assembling  a  high-grade  set  of  Barber 


dimes .  2,795 

1904- S  VF-35 . 195 

1905  EF-40 . 24 

1905- 0  VF-30 . 49 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1905- S  EF-40 . 35 

1906  AU-58 . 75 

1906- D  AU-55 . 89 

1906-0  VF-20 . 65 

1906- S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1907  MS-60 . 99 

1907- D  EF-40 . 39 

1907-0  Weak  strike.  EF-40 . 59 

1907- S  AU-50 . 105 

1908  EF-45 . 24 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  date.  AU-58.  .  145 

1908-D  AU-50 . 65 

1908-0  EF-45 . 95 

1908- S  AU-55 . 155 

1909  AU-58 . 75 

1909- D  AU-50 . 215 

1909-0  AU-50 . 99 

1909- S  VF-20 . 119 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

1910  MS-64 . 245 

1910  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1910- D  AU-58 . 125 

1910- S  VF-35 . 89 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  795 

1911  AU-58 . 75 

191 1- D  AU-55 . 65 

191 1-D  EF-45 . 25 

191 1-S  VF-20 . 15 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912  MS-60 . 99 


191 2  AU-58 . 69 

191 2  AU-55  (NGC) . 65 

1912-1)  AU-50 . S') 

1912- S  MS-60 . 165 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1913- S  VF-20 . 110 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1 91 4- D  AU-50 . 59 

1914- S  EF-40 . 35 

1915  MS-63 . 139 

1915  AU-55 . 65 

1 91 5- S  AU-55 . 135 

1916  MS-60 . 99 

1916- S  Barber.  MS-60 . 99 


Mmiirv  himrs 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive 


golden  toning . 1 19 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 52 

1917  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1917  VF  20%  off  center . 89 

191 7-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 475 

1 9 1 7-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find  any¬ 
where . 770 

191 7-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  band 

status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

1918- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 


1919-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 
superb  quality. . 1,895 


1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 
you’ll  find  anywhere . 725 

1919- D  AU-53 . 85 

1920  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and 

frosty. . 350 

1920- S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 995 

1921  AU-58  (ANACS) . 895 

192 1- D  EF-40 . 549 


1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

gem.  Seldom  seen  at  this  grade  level . 1,650 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1923-S  AU-50 . 89 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10C 


1924-D  MS-65  Full  Bands  (NGC).  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have 
never  owned  a  nicer  one! . 3,295 
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IIIMITKI)  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1924-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint 

of  golden  toning . 495 

1924-S  MS  63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1.-4  15 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.295 

1926- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  prime 

rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade  level .  1,875 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,150 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Lightly  variegated 

golden  toning . 695 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1928- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 525 

1929- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 

gem.  Low  mintage,  too! . 875 

1931-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Proof-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1 937-  D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 129 

1937-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


1938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1938- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 265 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden 
toning . 295 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1939- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1940  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-63 . 10 

1940- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 44 

1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1941- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1942/1-D  EF-40.  Several  multiples  rarer  than  the 

1942/1  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 549 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 14 


1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 
several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast.  Buy  one  for:  . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 

special  price! . 16 

1945-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 13 

1945-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63 . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  .: . 224 


1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

1934-1945  Mercury  dime  set,  average  grade  is 
MS-65,  especially  brilliant  and  frosty,  housed 
in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  35  pieces, 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no  overdates 


or  Micro  S).  Put  away  years  ago . 1 ,295 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

1949-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue . 29 

1954  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 15 

20c  Pieces 


In  this  issue:  Short  and  sweet,  a  listing  offering 
several  worthwhile  pieces  from  this  ephemeral  de¬ 


nomination. 

1875-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 610 

1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

1875-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 


Splendid  Proof  1876  20<t 


1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen 
with  claims  to  a  higher  grade;  in  fact,  from  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  20- 
cent  pieces  we  have  ever  seen.  If  you  have  an 
eye  for  quality,  you’ll  like  this  one!  Ideal  for  a 

type  set . 2,450 

1876  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a  tinge  of  lustre  around  the  rim.  Quite  rare  at 

the  Mint  State  level . 985 

1876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 575 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been — 
since  we  began  business  in  1 953.  I f  you  are 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 


ot  Bummer  Special 


1940  . 

. 39.00 

1940-S . 

. 43.00 

1941-D . 

. 45.00 

1941-S . 

. 39.00 

1942  . 

. 32.00 

1943  . 

. 32.00 

1943-S . 

. 45.00 

1944  . 

. 39.00 

1944-D . 

. 42.00 

1944-S . 

. 39.00 

1945  . 

. 49.00 

1943-D . 

. 39.00 

1945-S . 

. 39.00 

Just 

Purchased! 

A  selection  of  Mercury 
dimes,  PCGS-certified, 
MS-66. 

We  have  a  limited  supply  of 
each  date  listed. 

Your  choice  from  the  above  —  take  a  5%  discount 
Choose  five  or  more  different  —  take  a  10%  discount 
Order  one  of  each  date  —  13  coins  in  all  —  take  a  1  5%  discount 
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Gem  Proof  1878  20 <f  Rarity 


united 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen 
at  either  the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very 
desirable  as  a  low-mintage  Proof-only  date 
and  also  as  the  last  year  of  this  short-lived 
series . 3,250 

Quarter  Dollars 

In  this  issue:  We  offer  many  new  purchases  and 
other  quarter  dollars  from  1 806  to  the  present  era. 
Among  Capped  Bust  issues  there  are  quite  a  few 
reasonably  priced  die  varieties  from  which  to 
choose,  punctuated  by  a  splendid  Mint  State  1 822, 
the  curious  1828  with  error  reverse,  and  an  eye¬ 
brow-raising  Proof  of  1831 . 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  commence  with  a  really 
gorgeous  1 839  and  continue  to  include  the  finest 
1872-S  we’ve  ever  offered  and  other  desiderata. 
Barber  quarters  comprise  a  representative  offering 
of  “nice”  coins,  perhaps  not  as  many  as  we  would 
like,  but  still  worthwhile. 

Standing  Liberty  quarters  begin  with  a  gem  1916, 
always  a  wonderful  coin  to  have  in  stock  and  offer 
for  sale.  Later  pieces  include  many  coins  that  will 
look  great  in  your  type  set  or  date  and  mint  collec¬ 
tion.  Washington  quarters,  most  of  which  are  quite 


inexpensive,  are  well  represented. 

1806  Browning-3.  VG-8  (ANACS) . 239 

1818  B-2.  VF-30.  Capped  Bust  type  as  introduced 

in  1815 . 365 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-3.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-5.  Rarity-4.  F-15 . 195 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 


Likes  the  RCR 

“My  husband  and  I  are  beginning  coin 
collectors,  and  want  to  tell  you  how  much 
we  enjoyed  and  appreciated  our  first  Rare 
Coin  Review — newly  received.  There  is  so 
much  to  learn  it  gets  a  bit  overwhelming. 

“We  became  acquainted  with  you  when 
a  friend  gave  us  one  of  your  recent  auction 
catalogues.  Is  it  possible  to  get  a  prices 
realized  list? 

“If  you  ever  come  across  an  Oregon 
‘beaver’  $5  gold  coin,  please  let  me  know. 

“Sincerely,” 

— L.F. 


1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F- 12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1 820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 1 95 

1820  B-5.  Rarity-5.  F-12 . 265 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 


Mint  State  1822  Quarter 


1822  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Light 
I  ilac  and  gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  very 
attractive  specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity  in  a  grade  such  as  this . 4,150 

1 822  B- 1 .  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  ..875 

1825/3  B-2.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 275 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-35  (ANACS) . 425 

1 828  B- 1 .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 

1834  B-l.  VF-35 . 139 

1 835  B- 1 .  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant.  One  of  the  many 

new  purchases  in  the  quarter  dollar  series  listed 
in  this  issue . 539 

1837  B-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Although  this 

lovely  AU  is  not  expensive,  there  are  not  many 
on  the  market  at  this  grade  level.  Another  of 
our  new  purchases . 675 

1838  B-l.  AU-50.  Last  year  of  the  Capped  Bust 

type.  Scarce . 495 

filuTly  Sealed  Onarlm 

Brilliant,  Choice  1839  25<t 
Without  Drapery 


1839  No  Drapery.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  If  you  are  forming  a  high 
quality  type  set,  consider  this  beauty.  It  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  had  in  stock.  Quality 

such  as  this  is  very  hard  to  find! . 3,650 

1841-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning. 

Struck  during  the  early  years  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint . 695 

185 1-0  VF-30 . 725 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. 

Very  popular  type  coin . 2,295 

1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

The  style  with  arrows  on  obverse  and  rays  on  the  re¬ 
verse  was  used  only  in  1853:  the  reverse  rays  were  discon¬ 
tinued  in  1 854. 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 135 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date 
and  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1 ,395 

1854  Arrows.  AU-53  (NGC) . 249 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 79 

1856VF-25 . 35 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  somewhat  “creamy” 
lustre  as  is  characteristic  of  1861  Philadelphia 

Mint  quarters.  Brilliant . 550 

1864  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  highly  lustrous 
specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  quite  rare  at  this 
echelon  of  Mint  State;  few  were  saved.  Far  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof. . 1,750 

Whenever  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  we  buy  coins 
with  “special”  aspects  such  as  unappreciated  rarity. 

1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  Sharp  strike.  An  exceptional  business 
strike  of  this  date.  Rarer  than  an  equivalent 
Proof.  . 1,695 

Superb  Gem  1872-S  25<T 
Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer  one 
of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  catalogues — a 
brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem  specimen  with 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders,  the  fin¬ 
est  certified  specimen  of  the  issue.  In  just  MS- 
60  (no  higher  grade  is  listed)  the  Guide  Book  at¬ 
tributes  a  value  of  $6,000  to  this  coin.  And,  in 
only  MS-60  the  issue  is  of  such  formidable  rar¬ 
ity  that  if  you  were  to  offer  twice  that  price,  we 
doubt  if  one  would  come  to  hand.  This  present 
gem  MS-65  combines  incredible  beauty  and 
quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will  be  a  center- 

piece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1873  No  Arrows.  EF-45 . 225 

1873  Arrows.  EF-40 . 219 

1 873  Arrows.  VF-30 . 85 

1876-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splendid,  lustrous 
specimen . 1 .095 
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The  Standing 
Liberty  Quarter: 

A  World  War  Wonder 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Few  coins  have  captured  the  spirit  of  their  time  as  effec¬ 
tively  as  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  Its  symbolic  messages 
of  peace  and  preparedness  were  con¬ 
ceived  in  1 9 1 5,  as  Americans  debated 
U.S.  policy  in  the  early  days  ot  World 
War  I. 

According  to  Director  of  the  Mint 
F.J.H.  von  Engelken,  the  new  quarter 
was  “intended  to  typify,  in  a  measure, 
the  awakening  interest  of  the  country 
in  its  own  protection.” 

“The  left  arm  of  the  figure  of  Lib¬ 
erty  is  upraised,”  he  explained,  “bear¬ 
ing  the  shield  in  the  attitude  of  pro¬ 
tection,  from  which  the  covering  is 
being  drawn.  The  right  hand  bears 
the  olive  branch  of  peace.” 

The  coin’s  designer,  Hermon 
MacNeil,  was  one  of  several  artists 
invited  to  submit  proposals  for  a  new 
dime,  quarter  and  half  dollar  in  De¬ 
cember  1915.  He  reportedly  worked 
on  the  artwork  for  the  quarter  dollar 
on  a  rooftop  in  New  York  City,  high 
above  the  dirt  and  noise  of  the  street. 

Professional  model  Dora  Doscher  and  former  Broadway 
actress  Irene  MacDowell  probably  served  as  MacNeil’s  mod¬ 
els  for  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin.  The  original 
plaster  model  of  the  design  included  decorative  dolphins, 
perhaps  represent¬ 
ing  the  completion 
of  the  Panama  Ca¬ 
nal.  Treasury  offi¬ 
cials  rejected  this 
aspect  of  the  design, 
known  at  the  Mint 
as  the  “mad  dol¬ 
phin”  proposal. 

The  other  side  of 
the  coin  pictured  an 
eagle  in  full  flight. 

Treasury  offi¬ 
cials  hoped  to  have 
the  Standing  Lib¬ 


erty  quarter  in  circulation  by  July  1916,  but 
snags  in  the  preparation  of  the  dies  post¬ 
poned  its  introduction.  Production  began 
with  the  striking  of  52,000  examples  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  December  1916.  These 
coins,  dated  1916,  were  released  in  January 
1917,  three  months  before  Congress  declared 
war  on  Germany. 

“The  obverse  of  the  quarter  dollar  is  strik¬ 
ingly  beautiful,  said  The  Numismatist.  “The 
eagle  on  the  reverse  seem  small  and  less 
majestic  than  that  on  the  half  dollar,  but  the 
proportions  and  arrangement  of  the  lettering 
are  excellent.” 

The  New  York  Times  described  the  quar¬ 
ter  as  one  of  the  Mint’s  “silvern  beauties,”  but 
saw  in  Miss  Liberty  “some  too  darkly  veiled 
allegory  of  the  Woman’s  Party  and  the  suffrage  movement.” 
(Ratification  of  the  19th  Amendment,  which  gave  women  the 

right  to  vote,  was  still  several  years 
away.) 

First-year  Standing  Liberty 
quarters  commanded  a  premium 
from  the  start.  Philadelphia  dealer 
Henry  Chapman  offered  them  for 
a  dollar  apiece,  prompting  the  T rea- 
sury  Department  to  issue  a  press 
release  warning  the  public  not  to 
be  cheated  by  “sharpers”  represent¬ 
ing  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quar¬ 
ter  as  “rare.”  This  advice  proved  to 
be  unsound,  as  today  one  of  these 
in  Mint  State  would  challenge  the 
$10,000  level,  and  even  one  worn 
nearly  smooth  would  be  worth  one 
thousand  dollars  or  more! 

Legend  has  it  that  public  out¬ 
rage  about  the  partially  undraped 
figure  of  Liberty  forced  the  Mint  to 
change  the  design  in  1917.  How¬ 
ever,  historians  have  been  unable 
to  locate  any  such  complaint  in 
contemporary  publications.  (In  a  report  in  The  Numismatist, 
Farran  Zerbe  did  refer  to  the  “undraped  chaste  bust"  of  the 
original  deign.  Maybe  he  meant  to  say  “unchaste.  ”) 

It  is  more  probable  that  the  design  was  changed  on  MacNeil’s 

insistence,  and  to  im¬ 
prove  the  flow  of 
metal  during  strik¬ 
ing.  In  a  January 
1917  letter  to  a 
friend,  MacNeil  con¬ 
fided  that  the  Mint 
had  “garbled”  his 
design,  and  that  he 
was  “making  a  stand 
for  improvements. 
Specifically,  he 
wanted  Liberty’s 
head  brought  “a  trifle 
lower"  so  it  would 
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not  appear  to  be  holding  up  the  rim  of  the  coin.  He  also  suggested  that 
the  Mint  eliminated  her  “bowlegged"  appearance,  and  pull  the  cover¬ 
ing  of  her  shield  tighter. 

The  reverse  also  troubled  MacNeil.  “By  placing  the  bird  at  the 
bottom  of  the  coin,”  he  said,  “it  gives  the  appearance  of  a  low  flying  (or 
just  rising)  eagle,  in  which  case  the  position  of  the  talons  as  they  now 
are  would  be  wrong.  From  my  study  for  this  bird  I  am  convinced  that 
the  talons  are  extended  behind  only  when  well  under  way  at  a 
reasonably  high  altitude.” 

Legislation  enacted  July  9, 1917,  H.R.  3548,  authorized  the  changes, 
and  revised  or  “Type  II”  quarters  were  soon  in  production. 

“I  am  much  pleased  to  get  (the)  announcement  that  the  quarter 
dollar  is  lawfully  back  to  an  artistic  basis  and  is  now  being  minted,” 
MacNeil  wrote.  He  called  the  reverse  “a  great  improvement”  and  noted 
that  Liberty  was  “a  bit  more  resonant  and  purposeful  and  solidly 
constructed.  Overall,  he  found  the  difference  between  Type  I  and 
Type  II  quarters  to  be  “very  much  like  the  difference  between  a  good 
and  bad  egg — superficially  about  the  same,  but  when  you  look  into  it, 
very  different.” 

Miss  Liberty  received  a  coat  of  mail,  her  head  was  strengthened, 
there  were  fewer  rivets  or  “dots”  on  her  shield,  and  the  olive  branch  she 
held  no  longer  obscured  the  “L”  in  “Liberty.”  On  the  reverse,  the  eagle 
was  positioned  higher,  with  three  stars  below  it. 

Millions  of  Type  II  quarters  were  struck  in  the  remaining  months 
of  1917.  In  September  alone,  more  than  four  million  poured  from  the 
presses.  Productiqn  was  still  going  strong  when  the  armistice  was 
signed  in  November  1918.  However,  in  the  recession  year  of  1921  only 
1.9  million  quarters  were  struck,  all  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  No 
quarters  were  minted  in  1922. 

Although  few  people  would  deny  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter’s 
beauty,  the  design  did  not  hold  up  in  circulation.  The  date  was  especially 
susceptible  to  wear.  In  1925,  the  Mint  tried  to  correct  the  problem  by 
making  a  depression  in  the  pedestal  bearing  the  date,  but  erosion  of  the 
numerals  continued  to  plague  the  Standing  Liberty  series. 

Recessed-date  quarters  were  struck  from  1925  to  1930.  No  quarters 
were  minted  in  1931,  a  Depression  year.  By  the  time  production 
resumed  in  1932,  George  Washington  had  replaced  Miss  Liberty. 

In  retrospect,  Fort  Worth  coin  dealer  B.  Max  Meld's  remarks  were 
prophetic.  “History  is  being  made  very  rapidly  these  days,”  he  wrote  in 
1917  after  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  was  released.  “Deeds. ..are 
being  performed,  and  we  can  hardly  keep  track  of  the  rapid  political 
and  national  changes  as  they  transpire,  the  map  of  the  world  is 
changing....  Numismatics  will  be  affected,  and  many  changes  will  take 
place  in  the  coinage  of  different  nations  taking  part  in  the  present  war.” 

The  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  proclaiming,  in  its  designer’s  words, 
“the  defense  of  peace  as  [Liberty’s]  ultimate  goal,”  is  a  prime  example. 

Today,  all  Standing  Liberty  quarters  are  highly  prized,  and  the 
short-lived  Type  I  pieces,  not  pleasing  to  MacNeil,  are  special  objects 
of  desire. 


On  the  Enduring  Nature  of  Medals 

This  little  poem  is  translated from  the  French  and  is  by  M.  Beauvais , 

1739: 

The  Medal,  faithful  to  its  charge  of  fame, 

Through  climes  and  ages  bear  each  form  and  name; 

In  one  short  view,  subjected  to  our  eye, 

Gods,  emperors,  heroes,  sages,  beauties  lie. 


OA^rA-LOGrTTIC  OR 

RARE  COINS,  MEDALS 

AND  TOKENS, 

TO  BE  SOLD  BY 

HENRY  II.  LEEDS  <Nr  Co., 

On  Thursday  December  24, 1863, 

At  their  Salesroom,  No.  23  Nassau  {Street. 


101  100  foreign  cap  Coin*,  Token*  Si 

and  Model* 

102  2  Coins  1  Turkish 

103  Japanese  Itzebuc 

104  model  Crown,  Queen  Victoria 

105  14  various  Coin*,  dime  and  half 
dime  sizes 

10t»  2  Farthings,  1  Jain***  I,  raie 

107  Turkish  ri/ts t re,  }  Piastre  <fec  Op* 
1  OS  5  p*  Coh  money,  silv.  1  very  run? 
100  Japanese  ItZebue  , 

1 10  JtH)  coi >j m  i  Coin* 

111  100  do  Tokens  and  Med  ale t  *, 

M>ine  run? 

112  6  Conn  Colonial  Cent*,  nmt> 

1 1 3  3  .Jersey  do  do 

114  Franklin  or  Fugio  Gent 

115  Glorious  III,  g»H»d  for  t hi*  ran* 
coin,  struck  in  ridicule  of  Gw  Ill 

110  Revolutionary'  Button 

1 1 7  S’ig**  piece,  Ferdinand  VII,  a  rare 
and  various  coin 

1  1h  lumfrd  money,  silv  date  rare 
1 10  2  old  Spanish  coins  170$  Si  1711 
curiously  lettered 

120  100  eopr  Coins,  various  countries 

121  1 700  Am  Dollar,  tine  and  scans* 

122  1846  do  do 

123  1847  do  douncircuintd 


124 

1817 

half  do  doyscareo 

125 

1863  Proof  S«*t  scarce* 

l  it; 

1803 

Am  qoar  Dollar,  ran* 

127 

1800 

do  do 

lag 

1X07 

do  d<» 

lilt 

rgi3 

do  do 

130 

1  SIX 

do  do 

131 

1 706  Dime,  good,  very  rare 

132 

1803 

do  rare 

133 

1807 

do  very  scarce 

134 

1809 

do  extremely  rare 

1 36 

1811 

do  gmxl  for  date,  scarce 

13t> 

lxl  4 

do  good  for  date,  scarce 

137 

1820 

do  tine,  scarce 

138 

1821 

do  searce 

188 

1823 

do  good  for  date 

1  10 

1825 

,  do 

111 

1827 

do 

1  42 

1829 

do 

143 

1830 

do 

111 

1832 

.  do. 

143 

1833 

to  1 838  do  0  pieces 

146 

1839  to  1843  do  5  piece. 

147 

1X44 

do  rare 

148  1705  half  Dime,  very  fine  very  ra 


149 

I860 

do 

good,  rare 

130 

1  S2*.» 

do 

good 

131 

1830 

do 

132 

1831 

do 

uncirculated,  rare 

153 

1832 

do 

154 

1 833 

do 

i 

155 

1834 

do 

fine 

150 

1835 

do 

uncirculated,  rare 

157 

1837 

do 

bust  and  liberty  seatd 

scarce,  2 

158 

1838 

Ullt 

:ifcnlated,  ran? 

159 

1844 

and  1 

845  2  scarce,  3  j« 

160 

4847 

do 

uncirculated  very  rare 

161 

1848 

and  1 

849  1  seam*  -  ]|ea 

162 

1854 

to  18 

32  do  bril'vit  uncireltd 

163 

171*1 

Washington  Cent.,  copy  >>f 

tin*  very  rare  piece 

164 

1 803 

count 

erfeit  k  Kagle 

164a 

collet! 

■lion  of  Amur  Cents  nearly 

complete,  some  rare 

105 

1793 

Cent, 

Lib  Gap  very  rare 

166 

1 79ft 

do  do 

167 

1796 

do  ifiMxl 

168 

1799  (  cut  belie v«*d  genuim  ,  but 

sold 

<»n  purchaser*  judgment, 

the  i 

parent  of  tlie  <vfil» 

169 

1894 

do  fine  for  thi*  date.  rarest 

date 

but  one 

170 

1X17 

Gent  15  stars,  scarce 

171 

1 820 

do  nearly  uncireltd,  scarce 

172 

1823 

do  fina,  very  scarce  , 

173 

1823 

do  good  do 

174 

lt*38 

do  unciivt’d  bright 

175 

1839 

do  Booby  head  scarce 

176 

1853' 

do  fine  1  utilized 

177 

81  cents  various  dates,  some  line 

and 

Heard* 

178 

1804  half  cent 

178 

1804 

do 

180 

1.895 

do 

lxl 

|X08 

do 

182 

18(61 

do 

183 

1826 

do 

184 

1828 

‘  do 

185 

1829 

do 

186 

1833 

do 

1x7 

1834 

do  uneiicubited 

188 

1833 

do  do 

189 

1850 

do  fine 

190 

1861 

do  do 

191 

1853 

do 

192 

1853 

dq 

193 

IS  lif 

OBtlto  various  date*.  *omo 

uncirculated 

194 

15  hf  cents  various  date*,  some 

uncirculated 

195 

Washington  Medal,  obv  bust,  rev 

Washington  Monument  white  met 

196 

Washington  Medal  obv,  bust  rev 

tomb  at  Mount  Vernon 


The  following  ten  medal*  are  very 
rare  fine  untarnished  proof*  in  silver, 
the  dies  of  which  are  destroyed  : 


197 

obv  bust 

of  Washington,  rev 

lid-ore 

at  Harlem,  1770 

198 

do 

do 

White  Plains 

199 

do 

do 

Chad’s  ford 

200 

do 

do 

'White  Marsh 

201 

do 

do 

Valley  Forgo 

202 

do 

do 

Tappan 

203 

do 

do 

Morristown 

204 

do 

do 

Sufferqs 

205 

do 

do 

Dobbs  Ferry 

206 

do 

do 

Newburgh 

207 

Webster 

Medal, 

very  large,  (by 

Wright) 

fine  proof  in  a  case 

208 

John  Quv 

ney  A< 

Inins  Modal  bust 

obv  his  residence  copper  proof 

209 

Janie*  Madison 

Medal  bu*t  obv 

his  residi 

*n<*e  oo 

pper  proof 

210 

Andrew  J 

^IK'ksOIl 

Medal  bust,  obv 

his  reside 

‘IKS'  CO 

pper  proof 

211 

Zachary  1 

ray  lor 

Mwliu  bust,  obv 

list  of  battles,  nickel 

212 

Winfield 

Scott  Medal,  obv  a  bat- 

tie,  Scott 

lving 

wounded  bra  prf 

213 

Abraham 

Lino* 

In  Medal  copper 

and  tin  ] 

T  I*Oo64, 

2  |K*H 

•214 

Louis  Na 

p  Bon 

apart**.  President 

A 

rc,  copper,  a  shell 

215 

Gen  Tom  Thumb,  rev,  head  of 

liberty,  brass 

216 

Invitat  1' 

’ret  i  is, 

Animus,  a  beau- 

tiful  little  medal 

217 

2  Homan 

Coins, 

Commodus  and 

Constant imi*  Jr 


On  December  24,  1863,  Henry  H.  Leeds  &  Co.,  had  a  modest 
auction  in  New  York  City  at  23  Nassau  Street.  This  was  during  the 
middle  of  the  Civil  War  and  also  in  the  cradle  days  of  numismat¬ 
ics.  We  wonder  how  many  people  attended,  what  the  grades  of  the 
coins  were,  and  what  prices  were  realized.  Note  that  Lot  125  is  an 
1863  Proof  Set,  current  issue,  already  described  as  “scarce. 
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18^6-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 693 

1 877- CC  MS-63  (NGC) . 595 

1878- CC  VF-30 . 85 

1881  VF-30.  Low- mintage  date . 249 

1883  Prool-6-t  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age  and  ever  popular  thus . 1,195 


Collecting  a  run  of  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
beginning  in  1879  is  a  pleasurable  pursuit.  Nearly  all  have 
low  total  mintages  (Proof  and  business  strike  figures  com¬ 
bined),  but  nearly  all  are  priced  as  “types"  rather  than  rare 
dates. 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims.  A  major  rar¬ 
ity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  business 
strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem 
such  as  this  is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance 
(whereas  Proofs  were  specifically  saved  by  col¬ 
lectors) . 1,975 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 
issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  Another  prize 
for  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist.  .  1,850 

1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  attractively 

toned.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarest  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  of  its  era,  mintage-wise . 995 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  blazing,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  around  the  rims. .  925 

1890  AU-50 . 325 

1891  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Last  of  the  Liberty  Seated 

quarters . 265 


liarbtT  Quarters 


1892  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  205 

1892  AU-55 . 145 

1892-0  Type  I.  Reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1894  VF-30 . 42 

1894-S  VF-20 . 49 

1895  AU-55 . 149 


1895-0  Breen-4 145.  AU-55-  Mintmark  too  far  to 


the  right;  interesting . 279 

1896  AU-50 . 135 

1896-0  AU-50 . 665 


1 896-S  VF-20.  Another  example  of  this  classic  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  Barber  quarter  series.  Very  difficult 


to  locate  in  any  and  all  grades . 950 

1897- 0  EF-45.  Rare  New  Orleans  issue . 395 

1898  AU-58 . 145 

1898- S  AU-50 . 189 

1899  EF-45 . 85 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900- S  AU-58 . 235 

1900-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 


1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  Quality  equal  to  this  is  very  difficult 


to  find  on  today’s  market. 


2,150 


Splendid  Gem  1901-0  Quarter 


1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck  gem.  One  of  the  finest  quality 
pieces  to  come  on  the  market  in  a  long  time. 
The  advanced  specialist  seeking  a  particularly 
fine  example  of  this  highly  prized  mintmark  will 


be  delighted  with  this  one . 3,795 

1901-0  VF-20 . 150 

1901-0  F-15 . 119 

1901- S  G-6.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  Rare  in 

any  and  all  grades;  in  fact,  this  is  the  most 

elusive  issue  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter  dol¬ 
lar  series .  1,950 

1902  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  165 
1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902- 0  AU-58 . 319 

1905-S  AU-58 . 325 

1905-S  AU-55 . 295 

1905-S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 

1906  EF-40 . 69 


1906-D  AU-55.  First  year  of  Denver  Mint  coinage 


operation . 1 55 

1906- 0  AU-50  (PCI).  Brilliant,  lustrous . 210 

1907- 0  AU-50 . 140 


1908-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  .295 


1908-D  AU-58 . 165 

1908-0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1908- 0  AU-58 . 175 

1909  AU-58 . 145 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 


1909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 


a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 


spect . 850 

1910-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1911  AU-55 . 129 

1912  AU-55 . 129 


1913  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the 


more  elusive  Barber  quarter  issues  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade.  Very  low  mintage  of 484,000  pieces. 


A  prize  for  the  advanced  collector . 1,195 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

1913  EF-40.  Rare . 395 

191 3- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  AU-58 . 145 

1914- S  MS-60 . 935 


1915  MS-64.  A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre. 
Ideally  suited  for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type 


set . 595 

1915  AU-58 . 145 

1915  AU-55 . 129 

1 91 5-D  AU-55 . 129 

1915-D  VF-20 . 29 


1 91 5- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 

Last  year  of  the  design  type . 495 

1916-D  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  AU-50 . 119 


Slamliint  l,ilu‘il\  lltuu  tm 


1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 
view. .  1,750 

1917  Type  1.  MS-63  Full  Head.  Brilliant . 295 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC>. ....  850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 

1917-S  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 695 

1917-D  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  A 
sharp,  brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  seen  or  handled.  Rare  so 
fine .  1,495 

1918  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 


kling  gem . 725 

1918-D  EF-45 . 99 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 650 

1918- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 189 

1919  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...395 

1919- S  AU-55  (ANACS) . 550 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue . 1,350 

1921  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  with  light  golden  toning . 525 

1923-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  specimen  of  one  of  the 
most  highly  desired  varieties  in  the  Standing 

Liberty  series . 1,850 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nearly  full 
head  details.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this 
very  important  issue,  a  key  to  the  series.  Qual¬ 


ity! .  1,850 

1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923-S  VF-20 . 325 


Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25<f 


1924-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  sharply 
struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder-to-find 
issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  your  headquarters  when  you  build  a  high-grade  set! 
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1924-S  MS-64 . 1,195 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quality  such  as 
this  is  inexpensive  on  todays  market,  in  our 

opinion . 219 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous.  An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key 
date  among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters. 
A  prize  item  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist .  1,195 

1 926-S  MS-63.  Lightly  toned  silver  gray  surfaces. 
The  1926-S  is  very  difficult  to  locate  in  Mint 
State,  and  for  that  reason  we’ve  always  made  it 
a  point  to  seek  them  out . 625 

1926- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1927- D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue. 

Beautiful! . 1 ,895 

1927-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 


1927-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  series.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels,  especially  so 


above  VF. . 975 

1928-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1929  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1929  MS-62  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  185 

1930  MS-65  Full  Head  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Exceptional  quality. . 635 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1930  AU-50.  Brilliant . 59 


WashinoliHi  lluarlm 

1932  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unappre¬ 
ciated  as  such.  Quality  with  a  capital  Q.  ...  895 
1932-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  golden  toning.  Very  elusive  so  choice.  ..  895 

1932-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1932-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 445 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-5 8 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1 932- S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-63.  Mottled  light  golden  toning.  399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 319 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-5 5 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50.' . 145 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-63-  Delicate  toning.  .25 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 
1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1 934- D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 1 59 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 


1935-D  MS-65 . 575 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . ”’285 


1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 

In  this  issue  you  will  find  one  of  the  highest  quality  of¬ 
ferings  oi  Washington  quarters  anywhere  in  numismatics. 
We  have  just  added  many  beautiful  pieces  to  our  stock,  and 
this  listing  gives  you  an  early  opportunity  to  acquire  the  pieces 


you  need. 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1 936- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  hard  to  find 

in  this  grade . 425 

1 936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1 936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1 936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1 936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1937- D  MS-66 . 185 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1938- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1939  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 125 

We  have  bought  a  nice  group  of  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ters,  and  in  this  issue  we  offer  a  particularly  fine  selection. 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1939- D  MS-66 . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  A 

beauty! . 675 

1940-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1940-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940- S  MS-64 . 29 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1941-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1 94 1- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 34 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1950  Proof-6r6  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 


1950-S/D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1964  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 5 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 

1964-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3 


Hall  Hollars 

In  this  issue:  Do  you  like  half  dollars?  If  so,  you 
are  at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time! 

I  his  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  some  of  the 
nicest  half  dollars  ever  to  be  described  in  our  maga¬ 
zine.  Included  are  many  new  purchases  from  a  fine 
collection  just  acquired,  many  coins  acquired  one  at 
a  time  because  of  their  quality,  and  other  pieces. 

From  the  Flowing  Hair  type  through  the  Draped 
Bust,  Capped  Bust,  and  Liberty  Seated  series  there 
are  many  notable  coins  for  your  selection.  Barber 
half  dollars  are  nearly  complete  and  are  from  a  set 
weve  just  purchased.  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
are  from  a  newly  purchased  set  as  well  as  individual 
acquisitions. 

Many  of  these  coins,  once  sold,  are  not  likely  to 
be  offered  by  us  again  for  a  long  time.  Take  your 
pick  of  the  pieces  that  interest  you  the  most. 

P.S.:  Can  you  imagine  our  having  two  different 
varieties  oi  the  famous  1795  Three  Leaves  reverse? 
See  below! 

I'lovvino  Hair  Hall  Hollars 


Outstanding  1795  0-102  50<t 


1795  Overton-102.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example,  attractively  toned  with 
most  design  features  boldly  delineated.  This 
piece  is  among  the  finest  known  of  the  0-102 
die  combination  and  is  certainly  Condition 
Census.  Ideal  for  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set . 5,695 


Attractive  1795  Half  Dollar 


1795  0-105.  EF-40  (PCGS).  1  ight  grav  surfaces 
Quite  well  struck  and  well  centered.  Some  traces 
of  lustre  are  visible  in  protected  areas,  especiallv 
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on  the  reverse.  A  great  coin  tor  the  type  set  col¬ 
lector  and  variety  specialist  alike . 5,495 

Famous  1^95  0-1 1 1  Three-Leaves  50<f 


1795  0-1 1 1.  Three  Leaves  variety.  VG-10.  Light 
gray  tields.  Reverse  with  “hallmark”  die  break 
(probably  accounting  for  the  rarity  of  this  is¬ 
sue).  Otten  a  period  of  yearsW\W  elapse  between 
offerings  of  one  ot  these  from  our  inventory. 
One  of  the  great  classic  rarities  of  the  half  dol¬ 
lar  denomination,  more  so  than  generally  real¬ 
ized  (in  our  opinion) . 2,495 


ot  this  era.  EF-40  is  among  the  higher  grades 
to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times;  most 
are  in  the  Fine  to  VF  range . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdate  half  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  the  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this 
date.  Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1 804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 


surfaces.  Bold  overdate  feature . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  Sharp  overdate.  VF-30 . 450 


CaniH‘il  linsl  Mall'  hollars 


Rare  0-114  1795  Three  Leaves  50<J 


1795  0-1 14.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4.  VF- 

25  (NGC).  From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown  Jr. 
Collection.  Just  purchased,  this  coin  is  one  of 
the  most  important  new  listings  in  this  issue. 
Where  can  you  find  another  so  nice?  ....6,900 

llraiHMl  linsl  Half  Dolliirx 

1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  EF-40.  Light  gray 
and  olive  surfaces.  Some  lustre  among  the  stars. 
A  very  nice  coin  with  some  attributes  of  an  even 
higher  grade . 795 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45  Attrac¬ 
tive  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces . 1,750 


High-Grade  1805/4  50<t 


1805/4  0-101.  F.F-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect.  Always  popular,  always  in  demand.  One 
of  the  most  desired  varieties  among  half  dollars 


1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Gorgeous  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Rare  so 

fine . 2,250 

1814  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  lus¬ 
tre.  Brilliant.  An  outstanding  coin.  Fairly  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level;  95%  of  known  examples 
grade  below  this . 995 

Notable  1817/3  Overdate 


1817/3  O-lOla.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 3,495 

1817  0-110.  VF-35 . 159 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 

Popular  overdate . 1 ,695 

1819/8  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  golden 
toning  over  silver  surfaces . 575 

In  today’s  market  it  is  possible  to  assemble  a  basic  date  set 
of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1 807-1 836  years — with  many 
interesting  overdates  and  other  varieties  included  as  well — for 
a  very  reasonable  price.  Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
your  headquarters.  We  have  a  nice  selection  in  just  about  every 
grade  level.  And,  of  course,  although  we  are  excited  about  the 
coins  we  add  to  our  inventory,  each  and  every  one  is  subject  to 
your  satisfaction  once  you  receive  it  in  the  mail. 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 

1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  gem  coin  from  the  James  Bennett 
Pryor  Collection  (one  of  several  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion  pieces  listed  here).  Certainly,  this  is  one  of 


the  very  finest  in  existence  anywhere! . 4,250 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  A  quality  specimen  of  this  early 

overdate .  1 ,295 

1821  0-103.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Very 

attractive . 625 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 

Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  0-1 01  a.  Patched  3.  MS-64  (NGC)  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 
is  hidden  by  the  toning.  From  the  James  Bennett 

Pryor  Collection . 4,495 

1823  0-1 06a.  MS-63  (NGC)  with  claims  to  MS- 
64.  Brilliant  frosty  lustre  with  very  faint  gold 
and  blue  peripheral  toning.  A  few  minor  ob¬ 
verse  abrasions  and  a  small  area  of  roughness 
left  of  the  eagle’s  head  are  all  that  detract.  From 


the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,950 

1823  0-108.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Steel  gray 
toning . 1 ,550 


1823  0-111.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 2,750 

1824  Over  Various  Dates 


1824  Over  Various  Dates.  0-103.  MS-63  (NGC), 
somewhat  conservatively  graded  in  our  opinion, 
and  a  match  for  an  MS-65.  Evenly  mixed  russet, 
blue  and  pale  gray.  Liny  nick  on  cheek . 1,995 
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Capped  Hirst  Hall 
Hollar  Secrets: 


The  Stars 

by  Edgar  E.  Sonders 


Editor  s  comment:  Having  enjoyed  Edgar  Souders  ’  recent  book , 
Bust  Half  Fever,  it  ivas  with  special  interest  that  we  saw  an  article 
by  him  under  the  above  title  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  John  Reich 
Journal.  Die  making  is  a  rather  esoteric  subject  under  the  numis¬ 
matic  sun,  but  a  fascinating  one  and  an  area  in  which  new 
discoveries  are  still  being  made. 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars  with  lettered  edges,  designed  by  John 
Reich,  made  their  debut  in  1807  and  continued  in  production 
through  1836.  The  dies  are  believed  to  have  been  made  by  hand,  as 
evidenced  by  minute  differences  in  positioningof dates,  stars,  letters, 
and  other  features. 

tMrtny  processes  that  were  standard  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  the  first  few  decades  of  its 
operation  can  only  be  guessed  at 
now.  The  Souders  article,  here 
lightly  edited,  struck  us  as  one 
of  the  best  we ’ve  seen.  With  the 
author  s  permission  we  present 
it  for  the  enjoyment  of  Rare 
Coin  Review  readers. 

Previous  Theories 

Have  you  ever  noticed  how 
in  today’s  news  media  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  retold  over  and 
over  again — with  minimal  ap¬ 
parent  basis  in  fact?  Similarly, 
it  is  not  uncommon  today  to 
see  something  printed  in  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  publication  stating 
the  same  old  retold  story. 

While  there  is  certainly  noth¬ 
ing  wrong  with  the  telling  of  a  good  numismatic  tale,  it 
troublesome  when  past  published  errors  become  “etched  in 
stone”  as  fact  in  the  minds  of  many  collectors. 

Frequently  the  die-making  process  involving  the  star  devices 
on  Capped  Bust  halves  has  been  treated  by  writers  in  this 
manner.  Researchers  of  the  past,  with  few  exceptions,  have  done 
little  more  than  create  confusion.  In  fact,  much  presently 
accepted  research  on  this  subject  has  been  based  on  somewhat 
illogical  “guesstimations.”  Apparently  few  thought  that  much 
could  be  learned  from  something  so  simple  as  a  star  device.  BUT 
it  all  depends  on  how  one  studies  the  evidence,  namely  the  actual 
stars  on  the  Capped  Bust  halves  themselves. 


is 


For  several  decades,  numerous  numismatic 
writers  wrote  and  rewrote  that  the  stars  were 
punched  into  the  working  dies  using  a  gang 
punch  [containing  several  stars  in  the  same 
punch].  Most  of  them  overlooked  the  fact  that 
gang  punches  for  the  stars  could  not  have  been 
used  for  the  same  reason  that  complete  date 
gang  punches  were  also  not  used  in  the  early 
days.  The  punches  simply  would  not  have  held 
up.  Rather,  they  would  have  broken  up  becom¬ 
ing  worthless  Mint  tools  of  excessive  expense. 
For  this  reason  each  numeral  of  the  date  was 
punched  into  the  working  die  individually. 

Nevertheless,  many  theories  were  still  pre¬ 
sented  and  published.  These  included  the  use 
of  a  double-star  punch,  a  triple-star  punch,  and 
even  a  complete  “left-side”  punch  (with  seven 
stars  on  it)  and  “right-side”  punch  (with  six  stars).  Still  another 
hypothesis,  advanced  by  researcher  Don  Taxay  in  the  early  1 960s, 
encompassed  a  complete  1 3  star  ring  punch.  Later,  more  thorough 
star  examinations  have  proven  all  of  these  earlier  theories  to  have 
been  in  error. 

The  Leaman  Study 

A  definitive  study  on  this  subject  was  presented  in  1973  by 
well-known  specialist/ researcher  Dr.  Ivan  Leaman.  In  his  analysis. 
Dr.  Leaman  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Bust  Half  Nut  Club 
membership  that  he  had  found  the  conclusive  answer  to  the  star 

punching  puzzle: 

“On  coins  before  1823  the 
naked  eye  can  see  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  star  positions.  After 
1824  it  is  much  more  difficult 
except  for  some  coins  on  which 
there  are  obvious  differences 
mentioned  by  A1  C.  Overton  in 
his  book  on  the  series.  In  my 
efforts  in  this  direction,  I  made 
perhaps  30  transparencies  with 
dots  of  paint  at  the  center  of  each 
star — several  of  each  year  after 
1 824.  The  star  positions  on  none 
of  them  matched...  I  also  matched 
these  against  perhaps  half  the 
marriages  from  1825  to  1836. 
None  matched.” 

Dr.  Leaman’s  transparency 
idea  was  brilliant,  accurate  and 
quite  logical,  and  1  imagine  quite 
time  consuming  as  well.  (Thank  you,  Dr.  Leaman,  for  this  wonder¬ 
ful  piece  of  work  which  substantiates  that  gang  punches  were  not 
used  in  placing  the  star  devices.) 

Several  years  later,  in  late  1980  or  so,  1  acquired  close-up 
photography  equipment  for  the  purpose  of  photographing  halves 
to  go  along  with  my  articles.  During  this  time  1  produced  many 
full-size  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  negatives  of  many  dozens  of 
varieties.  These  were  “set  distance”  from  the  camera,  which 
produced  identical  size,  full  coin  photographs.  Using  a  see- 
through  plastic  grid  I  picked  out  obverse  die  negatives  which 
looked  close  to  matching  in  star  placement.  I  then  stacked  the 
negatives,  one  above  the  other,  and  projected  the  combined 


Marks  transferred 
from  star  punch  to 
radials 
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images  on  a  wall  with  a  projector.  Only  in  one  specific  instance  (to  be 
discussed  later)  did  any  of  the  stacked  images’  star  positions  match.  This 
slightly  modified  test  method,  once  again,  substantiated  Dr.  Leaman’s 
earlier  findings.  1  herelore,  at  this  point  in  the  study,  I  can  state  that  a 
ring  punch,  or  gang  punch  of  stars  was  not  used  for  the  making  of 
Capped  Bust  halt  dollar  working  dies.  The  stars  were  simply  punched 
in,  one  at  a  time. 


envision  as  we  have  a  “copy”  on  the  halves  themselves.  In  the  process  of 
viewing  several  dozen  different  halves,  1  found  I  could  even  prove  that  the 
punch  was  singular  in  nature  by  examining  the  stars  under  50x  and  l()0x 
magnification.  On  well  struck  pieces  an  examination  of  the  star  points 
sometimes  showed  tiny  peculiarities  that  could  be  traced  from  one  star  to 
the  next.  (Specimens  chosen  for  this  part  of  the  study  included  1810  Overton- 
108,  1811  0-111,  1826  0-109,  1826  0-1 10  and  1827  0-106). 


Setup  for  the  Souders  Study 

Many  things  about  the  entire  star  punching  process  had  intrigued  me 
tor  more  than  20  years.  Because  of  this,  I  felt  that  to  really  learn  something 
more  from  the  stars  I  would  need  to  employ  the  proper  tools.  At  first,  I 
frequently  used  my  30x  hand-held  microscope,  but  quickly  found  that 
more  power  was  generally  needed.  For  this  task  I  converted  a  more 
powerful  laboratory-type  microscope  (with  oversize  eyecup)  using  its 
lower  settings  of  50x,  75x  and  lOOx.  The  addition  of  a  small  fiber  optic 
lamp,  with  its  pinpoint  cold  light  source, 
enabled  me  to  view  small  specific  areas  of 
individual  star  points.  The  only  catch  to 
this  system  was  that  I  had  to  study  halves 
that  graded,  at  the  very  least,  EF-40,  with 
better  representation  from  EF-45  and  AU 
pieces....  For  all  star  measurements  I  used 
an  Edmund  Scientific,  6x  pocket  compara¬ 
tor  with  measuring  reticle  (in  mm).... 

Placing  the  Stars  on  the  Die 

I  offer  the  following  hypothesis  for  your 
consideration. 

Many  collectors  today  believe  that  the 
star  punch  “pattern”  around  the  coin’s  pe¬ 
rimeter  was  laid  out  on  the  working  die  with 
the  use  of  a  compass.  One  end  of  the  com¬ 
pass  was  placed  on  the  recessed  center  dot 
on  Liberty's  neck  while  the  other  end  scribed 
a  light  line  around  the  periphery,  just  in 
front  of  the  dentils.  (Personally,  I  have 
always  felt  that  this  scribeline  was  used 
more  in  the  actual  cutting  of  the  dentils). 

Some  high-grade  circulated  and  Mint  State 
pieces  (early  die  states)  occasionally  show  the  light  scribe  line,  in  specific 
areas,  before  it  was  lapped  or  worn  away  in  the  striking  process.  In 
measuring  nearly  two  dozen  different  varieties  from  1 807  to  1817,  where 
I  had  good  visual  center  dot  representation,  I  found  that  the  distance  from 
neck  dot  to  any  given  star  center  was  identical.  This  in  itself  is  not 
surprising,  given  the  use  of  a  compass,  but  I  did  find  it  fascinating  that  this 
same  measurement  was  used  from  year  to  year. 

This  suggested  a  relatively  strict  Mint  measurement  procedure. 
Seemingly  very  sensible  to  a  point,  if  this  were  truly  the  case  then  how 
was  the  punch  positioned  along  the  scribeline?  The  stars  appear  too 
precisely  spaced  to  have  been  simply  eye-sighted.  Additionally,  if  one 
takes  into  consideration  the  many  device  placement  errors  on  dozens  of 
varieties  of  Capped  Bust  halves,  then  this  random  position  punching 
theory  soon  loses  merit.  It  seems  that  dialectics  would  dictate  some  sort 
of  ‘guide  being  used  in  conjunction  with  the  star  punch.  But  of  what 
type?  Further,  provided  this  were  true,  then  what  did  the  star  punch  and 
guide  look  like? 

As  far  as  the  punch  tip  itself  was  concerned  this  was  relatively  easy  to 


The  Star  Punch 

Still,  what  of  the  star  punch  shaft’s  actual  shape?  Was  it  square,  round, 
or  some  other  (ormat?  Actually,  the  shaft  shape  could  have  been  any  one  of 
the  above  mentioned  styles  but  it  would  most  likely  have  been  somewhat 
rounded  toward  the  very  tip.  Keep  in  mind  that  I  am  referring  to  the  tip  area 
immediately  past  or  directly  above  the  actual  star  device.  The  punches  of 
1 807  were  admittedly  very  crude  but  the  void  areas  (between  star  points) 
could  easily  have  been  removed  through  the  use  of  a  file  lor  example,  thereby 

creating  the  rough  star  on  the  end  of 
the  punch  shaft.  Following  this  step, 
the  star  punch  tip  could  be  further 
hand-finished  in  more  exacting  de¬ 
tail. 

The  reason  I  believe  this  area  to 
have  been  filed  away  completely  is 
that  I  could  find  no  evidence  of  a 
“shoulder,”  from  the  field  of  the 
punch,  showing  up  on  the  field  of 
any  struck  halves.  The  shoulder  of 
the  star  punch  is  the  relatively  rough 
area  around  the  star  device.  Some 
refer  to  this  area  as  the  field  of  the  star 
punch.  It  helps  if  you  mentally  pic¬ 
ture  yourself striking  the  punch  with 
a  mallet,  say  once  or  twice,  thereby 
sinkingthestar  device’s  design  incuse 
into  the  face  of  the  working  die. 
Now,  with  this  stage  complete,  imag¬ 
ine  hitting  the  punch  one  more  time 
so  that  the  punch  sinks  past  the 
intended  depth.  The  resultant  incuse 
“marks”  made  on  the  working  die 
field,  from  the  shoulder  of  the  punch,  would  then  show  up  as  raised  lines 
completely  or  partially  around  the  individual  star  device.  (I  believe  this  effect 
can  be  seen  on  many  dates  and  denominations  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage). 

I  state  that  much  thought  was  directed  to  the  fact  that  this  area  would 
also  be  the  first  to  be  lapped  in  the  finishing  process,  thereby  eliminating 
most  or  all  of  the  evidence.  However,  having  studied  over  80  different 
high-grade  die  varieties  (that  is  over  1000  different  stars  on  all  of  these 
coins!),  I  felt  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  come  up  with  a  few  cases 
where  traces  of  the  shoulder  mark  survived. 

Researcher  Leonard  Schramm  came  up  with  a  theory  that  the  punch’s 
shaft  may  have  been  curved  on  one  side.  He  stated:  “The  rounded  side  was 
butted  against  the  scribeline  and  carefully  moved  around.  The  square  right 
side  of  the  punch  was  placed  at  the  left  side  of  the  punched  impression.” 
This  would  give  the  spacing  between  stars.  I  feel  this  must  be  because  the 
stars  are  always  so  close  to  perfect — as  far  as  spacing  and  distance  from  the 
edge,  while  the  letters  (reverse),  are  near,  far,  high  or  low  from  the  dentils. 
Ridges,  flat  radialsand  tool  marks — like  tiny  file  marks  on  the  radials — tend 
to  be  in  the  same  location  time  after  time.” 
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Testing  the  New  Theory 

\\  hen  this  theory  is  used  in  conjunction  with  the  Leaman/Gunnet 
emission  sequence  the  results  are  amazing.  The  same  marks  can  be  seen 
on  the  same  star  point  location  die  marriage  after  die  marriage.  Later  this 
theory  was  refined  to  include  the  idea  of  using  a  metal  ring  over  the 
working  die  with  the  punch  being  placed  (curved  side  toward  the  ring) 
against  the  edge  of  the  ring  rather  than  the  scribeline.  In  examining  this 
theory,  we  have  earlier  established  that  trace  characteristics  of  a  particular 
star  point  were  traceable,  and  often  occurred  from  one  star  to  the  next. 
Also,  there  appeared  to  be  no  major  rotation  of  the  punch,  almost  as  if  the 
star  punch  was  sunk,  immediately  moved,  sunk  again  and  continued 
effortlessly  around  until  all  stars  were  punched. 

The  question  is:  Was  this  trait  simply  from  a  practiced  steady  hand,  or 
did  the  hand  have  help  from  something  else?  A  guide? 

Personally  I  felt  that  the  sup¬ 
posed  curved  side  of  the  punch 
would  have  been  little  curved  to 
have  worked  sufficiently  with  the 
fitted  ring.  The  arch  of  the  curve 
would  be  too  small  to  be  signifi¬ 
cant.  Besides  this  would  do  little  as 
far  as  actual  spacing  of  the  stars 
would  go  as  the  punch  would  leave 
no  mark  on  the  working  die  for 
proper  star  spacing. 

All-Important  Notches 

Nevertheless,  this  line  of 
thought  about  a  ring  guide  got  me 
thinking  even  more.  Simple  tech¬ 
nologies  of  the  time  period  would 
indeed  permit  a  steel  ring  to  be 
made  that  would  fit  over  the  work¬ 
ing  die.  If  this  were  the  case,  then 
why  not  simply  V-notch  the  ring 
so  that  the  punch  could  be  placed 
accurately  from  one  V-notch  to 
the  next?  Thinking  about  this  idea 
for  a  couple  of  weeks,  I  now  believe 
this  theory  to  be  closer  to  the  truth. 

The  star  punch  shaft  could  have  been  created  with  a  pointed  "football 
type  shape.  This  way,  one  corner  of  the  punch  head  would  be  set  up 
against  a  V-notch  on  the  ring.  This  would  force  the  punch  to  always  have 
a  star  point  pointing  directly  towards  the  dentils,  further  strengthening 
this  concept. 

In  addition,  this  theory  would  go  a  long  way  in  explaining  why  Reich’s 
special  scalloped  trademark  punch  had  the  scalloped  point  facing  the 
dentils,  or  reversed,  with  the  scalloped  point  facing  the  curl,  BUT  NEVER 
POINTING  IN  ANY  OTHER  DIRECTION.  This  is  true  on  all  of  the 
82  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  obverse  working  dies  created  during  Reich’s 
tenure  at  the  Mint,  and  could  not  have  taken  place  if  the  star  punches  were 
curved  on  only  one  side.  When  placing  the  punch  shaft  in  the  ring  guide 
notch  there  would  still  be  room  for  a  small  amount  of  rotational  movement 
of  the  punch  shaft.  If  minutely  twisted  this  would  show  up  on  the  certain 
halves  as  the  stars  appearing  slightly  closer  together.  For  example  1 809 
Overton-101,  Star  1 1  and  Star  12  closer  together,  or  1819  0-1 1  1  with  S- 
1  and  S-2  closer.  Additionally,  please  keep  in  mind  that  the  depth  of  the 
notch  in  the  ring  would  also  determine  rotational  movement  to  some 


degree.  Finally,  the  ring  could  be  easily  collared  so  that  it  could  only  fit  on 
the  working  die  in  one  particular  way.  I  his  would  eliminate  the  possibility 
of  the  ring  being  flipped  and  seven  of  the  stars  ending  up  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  working  die. 

Along  this  line  of  thinking,  concerning  guides/jigs,  there  is  some 
additional  interesting  data  in  the  form  of  an  existing  record  of  purchase 
by  the  Mint.  1  his  warrant  record  comes  to  us  from  the  “Expenditures  of 
the  First  Mint  of  the  United  States  Paid  Out  of  the  Annual  Appropria¬ 
tions  After  March  4,  1793.” 

A  Punching  Machine? 

On  July  20,  1 793,  the  Mint  paid  one  Jacob  Craft  the  amount  of  $24.67 
(no  small  amount  in  1793)  for  “a  punching  machine  for  the  die  sinker. 
Could  this  machine  have  been  something  of  the  nature  of  the  notched  ring 

guide?  Or  perhaps  something  far  more 
mechanically  sophisticated.  I  am  veryopen 
to  this  idea  also. 

This  could  be  the  answer  to  the  star 
placement  puzzle,  as  a  punching  machine 
with  hand  fit  parts  would  account  for  the 
star  accuracy. 

Interestingly,  Ron  Landis  the  engraver 
of  The  Gallery  Mint  Museum  (in  Eureka 
Springs,  Arkansas)  recently  showed  Brad 
Karoleff  a  device  he  used  to  hold  the 
punches  in  place  (during  his  attempt  at  a 
recreation  of  some  of  our  early  federal 
coinage).  This  device  was  used  to  insure 
proper  placement  of  the  small  devices.  He 
stated  to  Brad  that  it  was  similar  to  a 
staking  set  used  in  watchmaking,  and  that 
the  early  Mint  may  have  used  a  similar 
device  to  hold  the  punches.  The  working 
die  is  held  in  place  and  allowed  to  rotate  on 
an  axis.  The  stake  holds  the  punch  on  a 
predetermined  arch  for  punching.  This,  in 
his  opinion,  would  explain  the  even  place¬ 
ment  on  the  arch  from  the  center  dot. 

Is  this  the  final  definitive  answer  to  the 
star  positioning  mystery?  Unfortunately, 
I  do  not  have  the  absolute  factual  answer  concerning  star  punch  place¬ 
ment.  However,  I  feel  that  by  discussing  this  guided  punch  theory,  and 
the  others,  the  general  John  Reich  Collectors  Society  membership  and 
other  researchers  may  be  further  stimulated  toward  a  continued  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  star  punching  process. 

Observations  and  Conclusions 

In  reviewing  all  of  the  available  new  data,  as  well  as  past  information, 
I  offer  the  following: 

•  The  13  six-point  stars  circling  Liberty  are  meant  to  signify  the  13  original 
colonies  of  the  United  States.  Seven  of  the  stars  having  been  aesthetically  placed 
on  the  left  side  of  the  half  dollar  with  the  remaining  six  displayed  on  the  right. 

•  The  stars  were  punched  in  one  at  a  time.  No  gang  or  ring  punches  were  used. 

•  The  Small  Stars  punch  from  the  1807  first  year  of  issue  (Overton- 1 13) 
measured  2-3/4mm.  The  Large  Stars  punch  for  all  other  varieties  of  1807  and 
1808  measured  3mm. 

•  1 809:  A  new  thinner  shaped  star  punch  was  used  and  this  punch  served  into 
the  1 820s. 


PUNCH  SHAFT  /C 


WORKING  DIE 


NOTCHED  RING 
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•ISP  thru  l  820:  Many  pieces  show  that  the  stars  are  closer  to  the  dentilated 
border.  For  example,  tor  1 8  P  O- 1  (F  Overton  notes:  “All  stars  large  and  close  to 
milling  (dentils),  or  likewise  1819  0-102,  1820  0-106,  etc.  (Perhaps  a  new  or 
slightly  ditterent  size  notched  ring  guide  was  employed  by  Robert  Scot?)  Later  in 
1821  (0-103)  stars  are  just  the  opposite — distant  trom  the  dentils. 

•  1 824:  1  he  especially  large  star  on  O- 1 1 3  (and  O- 1 1 4)  is  the  same  star  punch 
used  tor  the  other  stars  on  this  obverse.  It  was  simply  carelessly  touched  up. 

•  1828:  Starting  with  0-108  (and  0-109,  Obverse  3),  Overton  reters  to 
“medium  large”  stars.  (I  am  not  sure  of  this  terminology  as  these  stars  appear  to 
be  trom  the  same  punch  as  the  rest  of  the  varieties.) 

•  1829:  The  Capped  Bust  halves  show  the  use  of  a  new  minutely  smaller  star 
punch. 

•  In  1831,  there  is  some  confusion:  For  0-101  Overton  states  “stars  are  small” 
yet  1830’s  0-123  (Large  0),  with  the  same  size  stars,  is  listed  as  “stars  large  and 
close  to  milling”  (dentils).  I  believe  they  are  from  the  same  star  punch. 

•  1 832:  Some  varieties  show  “medium”  stars  from  a  new  punch  (O- 101,0-102, 
0-103, 0-104  and  0-105,  for  example,  and  this  maybe  the  punch  of  1829)  while 
other  varieties  used  a  small  stars  punch  (0-106,  0-113,  and  0-115  for  example). 

•  1 834: 0-101,0-1 02, 0- 1 03, 0- 1 09  and  0-110  use  a  large  star  punch  while 
0-1 16,  0-1 14,  and  0-113  use  a  medium  star  punch.  All  others  of  1 834,  1835 
and  1 836  use  a  small  star  punch. 

•  The  star  device  used  for  the  edge  inscription  (1814  on)  was  much  smaller  and 
less  detailed  than  the  conventional  stars  used  on  the  obverse  working  dies.  It  was 
likely  engraved  on  the  master  edge  bar  die.  This  star  served  as  a  separator  for  the 
edge  inscription  between  the  words  DOLLAR  and  FIFTY. 

•  Stars  were  often  repunched,  or  recut,  in  an  effort  to  minutely  detail  or  otherwise 
improve  their  appearance.  The  die  was  then  lapped  before  being  put  into  produc¬ 
tion.  The  results  show  today  with  stars  showing  evidence  of  extra  points,  lines,  and 
other  raised  debris  between  the  star  points. 

•  From  searching  fragmented  Mint  records  it  is  known  that  Henry  Starr  sold 
the  Mint  a  new  set  of  punches  in  1824.  Also,  Christian  Gobrecht  was  paid  for 
punches  on  January  27, 1825.  Richard  Starr  sold  a  set  of  letter  and  figure  punches 
to  the  Mint  on  February  24,  1819.  Presumably,  these  punch  sets  also  contained 
a  star  punch. 

•  Earlier  I  mentioned  that  there  may  be  an  exception  concerning  star  placement. 
I  was  referring  to  two  varieties  in  1 834  that  have  the  exact  same  star  placement  pattern. 
The  0-1 14  and  0-113  may  have  had  the  stars  punched  into  the  old  altered  master 
die  as  an  experiment  (following  BradleyS.  KarolefF  s  theory  which  he  presented  at  the 
JRCS  general  membership  meeting  during  the  1994  ANA  Convention  in  Detroit). 
This  odd  master  was  then  used  to  raise  a  hub  (complete  with  stars),  and  further  used 
in  the  pressing  of  two  working  dies  (O- 114  and  0-113).  These  worki  ng  dies  were  then 
possibly  repunched  by  experimenter  Kneass  (as  the  stars  were  not  raised  as  planned) 
lapped,  and  then  put  into  production. 

•  Reich  used  a  special  star  punch  for  the  13th  star  on  all  obverse  Capped  Bust 
half  dollar  dies  he  created.  He  created  this  unusual  punch  by  removing  a  small 
semi-circular  cut-out  on  one  of  the  star  points.  Applied  to  each  of  his  obverse 
working  dies,  this  tiny  “tell  became  a  fingerprint,  of  sorts,  that  today  we  have 
come  to  know  as  meaning  that  these  dies  were  created  by  Reich. 

•  Of  the  82  obverse  working  dies  created  by  Reich  in  (1807-1817),  64  show 
the  scalloped  point  pointing  toward  the  dentils  while  only  18  show  the  scalloped 
point  pointing  toward  the  curl.  It  is  my  opinion  that  Reich  may  have  done  this 
to  signify  the  change  in  design  of  1 809.  All  1  5  varieties  of  1 809  show  the  inward 
scalloped  point,  and  oddly  enough  so  do  three  marriages  of  1 8 1 0  (?).  These  were 
the  1810  0-105,0-108  and  0-110. 

•  Aside  from  the  above  mentioned  punch  size  changes  it  is  also  necessary  to 
understand  several  other  star  terminologies:  “Star  Weakness,”  “Spindly  Stars,” 

Stretched  Stars,”  and  “Star  Distances”  (from  other  devices).  These  terms  are  used 
to  describe  things  about  the  stars  that  arc  directly  related  to  the  lapping  process 


on  the  working  dies,  described  as  follows: 

•  Star  weakness  can  occur  from  the  grinding  away  of  the  field  on  the  working 
die,  minutely  removing  metal  and  shallowingout  the  overall  depth  of  the  star  device. 
This  weakness  can  also  occur  from  a  number  of  other  reasons  such  as  insufficient 
metal  flow,  an  uneven  planchet,  or  simply  worn  dies.  Likewise,  if  a  star  was  punched 
in  at  a  slight  angle,  and  then  the  die  was  lapped,  the  star  device  could  appear  weaker 
on  one  side  than  the  other. 

•  Spindly  stars  (those  thin,  sharp  pointed  examples  often  seen  on  many 
Capped  Bust  halves  of  1818)  are  attributable  to  extreme  lapping  of  the  working 
die.  Remember,  a  star  device  is  tapered,  therefore,  as  the  die  is  lapped  the  star 
becomes  “thinner”  on  the  halves  (just  as  the  hair  curl  moves  away  from  Liberty’s 
headband).  Extreme  lapping  causes  the  device  cavity  to  shallow  out,  not  only  in 
depth,  but  in  the  width  of  each  individual  star  point.  The  end  result  is  (he  often 
beautiful  spindly  stars. 

•  Stretched  stars  are  really  related  to  worn  unpolished  dies  and  the  force  of 
impact  on  the  flan.  A  planchet  spreads  concentrically  at  the  micro  second  of  die 
impact.  At  its  outermost  areas  (stars  obverse,  legend  letters  reverse)  the  metal  often 
appears  stretched  or  “bifurcated.” 

•  Star  distances  are  variable  factors  based  on  the  effects  of  lapping.  Again,  ifyou 
lap  a  working  die,  the  tapered  design  of  the  hole  (the  star  punch  cavity)  thins  as 
you  grind  down  the  die  field.  This  causes  the  struck  stars  on  the  halves  to  appear 
farther  apart,  and  further  from  the  dentils.  Then  too,  if  the  die  was  lapped  more 
heavily  on  one  side  than  the  other,  the  result  can  be  seen  on  0-114  of  1833 
Overton  noted  in  his  description:  “Stars  on  left  appear  smaller  and  sharper  than 
the  ones  on  the  right.” 

Summary 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  state  that  past  published  “etched  in  stone” 
comments  based  solely  on  opinion,  without  some  sort  of  logical  testing, 
normally  result  in  incorrect  conclusions.  As  a  humorous  example  of  this 
I  wish  to  leave  you  with  an  anecdote  about  a  researcher  conducting  an 
experiment  in  which  he  teaches  a  frog  to  jump  when  it  hears  a  certain 
sound.  After  each  jump,  our  researcher  cuts  off  one  of  the  frog’s  legs  and 
repeats  the  procedure.  Once  all  the  legs  have  been  removed,  the  frog  does 
not  jump  when  the  researcher  prompts  it  with  sound.  The  researcher 
concludes  that  frogs  without  legs  cannot  hear!  This  can  exemplify  how 
misleading  conclusions  can  be  if  all  of  the  available  data  is  not  examined, 
sensibly  tested  and  thoroughly  considered. 
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1824/4  0-109.  MS-62  (NGC).  Slightly  reflective 
satin  lustre.  The  obverse  is  pale  silver  gray  sur¬ 
rounded  by  blue  and  violet  iridescence.  The  re¬ 
verse  centers  are  pale  gold  with  vivid  blue  and 
violet  iridescence.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor 
Collection,  there  as  MS-63 . 1,330 

1824  0-108.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Liberty,  due 

to  “die  chatter”  during  striking.  MS-60.  Beau¬ 
tiful  light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1825  0-116.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  very  brilliant, 
frosty  coin  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  cer¬ 
tain  pieces  we’ve  seen  at  the  MS-62  and  MS-63 
level.  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  895 

1826  0-105.  Rarity-3.  AU-58 . 265 

1826  0-106.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly 

lustrous;  as  nice  or  nicer  than  some  MS-63  pieces 
we’ve  seen.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1826  0-110.  EF-40 . 135 

1826  0-1 12.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iridescent  toning.  An 

outstanding  coin . 525 

Early  die  state  with  the  first  S  not  filled. 

1826  0-1 18a.  AU-50.  Lustrous,  mostly  brilliant 
surfaces  display  attractive  golden  toning.  A  very 
pleasing  coin . 250 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1828  0-108.  Large  8  s.  Square  Base  2.  MS-63. 

Brilliant,  lustroqs  centers.  Light  toning  around 
the  borders . 1 ,295 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 350 

1828  0-110.  AU-50 . 245 

1828  0-1 17a.  Square  2.  Small  8.  AU-50 . 295 

1829  0-115.  EF-40 . 109 

1829  0-1 17.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 395 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-102.  EF-45 . 119 

1 83 1  0-1 09.  AU-50.  At  the  AU  level  there  are  many 

excellent  values  to  be  found  among  Capped  Bust 
halves  . 245 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  MS-62.  A  gorgeous 

specimen  with  iridescent  toning  over  deeply 
frosty  surfaces . 895 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 425 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 
toning . 295 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 
attractive . 1,650 


Gem  1833  Half  Dollar 


toning.  Ideal  for  type  or  for  the  variety  spe¬ 
cialist.  A  gem! . 2,750 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . ’’"""|’’J250 

1 834  0-1 01.  Large  Date,  Large  Letters.  AU-55.  295 

1835  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous, 

very  frosty  coin  that  is  certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  this  grade  level.  Light  toning  over 
silver  surfaces . ]  350 

1835  0-105.  AU-55.  Attractive  deep  rose  surfaces 


display  strong  lustre . 

. 375 

1835  6-107.  AU-50 . 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge. 

MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1395 


Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


The  Pryor  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 
lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 4,250 

The  1837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  rwo  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  reeded  edge  1836  made  in  January 
1836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  Reeded  Edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 


1837  EF-45 . 165 

1837  EF-40 . 139 

1838  EF-45 . 175 


When  you  buy  from  us:  We  are  here  to 
help  you  build  a  numismatic  collection  that 
will  contain  attractive  rare  coins,  priced  to 
be  excellent  values,  a  collection  you  can  he 
very  proud  to  own  and  display.  We  invite 
you  to  order  from  our  catalogues,  or  send  us 
your  personal  want  list  for  our  prompt 
attention. 


1 838  VF-20.  .. 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Col¬ 
lection . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

1839- 0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50.  Brilliant.  Sharply 

struck  and  with  much  original  lustre.  A  few 
interesting  die  breaks  are  seen,  as  usual  on  half 
dollars  of  this  date  and  mint.  Exceedingly  popu¬ 
lar  due  to  the  obverse  mintmark,  as  on  the  fabled 
1838-0  half  dollar . 1,295 

EilKTlv  Seal-oil  Hall'  Hollars 

1840- 0  EF-40 . 105 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1841- 0  VF-35 . 99 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-1 06.  Medium  Date.  EF- 

45 .  175 

1842- 0  Large  Date.  AU-50 . 275 


1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and 
very  lustrous.  A  gem  specimen  of  exceptional 


quality.  . 2,350 

1843  EF-40 . 85 

1844  EF-40 . 85 


When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  direct 
purchase  of  collections  as  well  as  the  showcas¬ 
ing  of  your  important  coins  or  collection  in 
our  award-winning  auctions.  (An  auction 
brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be 
treated. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Mission  Statement 
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1844- 0  EF-40 . 85 

18a5  EF-40 . 175 

1845- 0  EF-40 . 110 

1846  Fill  date.  AU -50 . 240 

1846  fall  date.  EF-40 . 1 10 


1846-0  WB-105.  Recut-6.  Small  date.  AU-50.  275 

1846- 0  VF-30 . 65 

1847  AU-50 . 165 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1,450 

1848  EF-45 . 275 


Splendid  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  anywhere.  From  the  James 

Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 3,950 

1849  EF-45.  . . 185 

1849-0  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  AU-58.  Silver-gray 
fields  with  some  mottled  toning.  A  few  hair¬ 
lines  are  seen.  Extremely  sharp . 595 


1850  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Gorgeous 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces. 


Well  known  as  an  elusive  date . 2,950 

1850  EF-45 . 595 

1850- 0  VF-35 . 75 

1851- 0  AU-50 . 350 

1852  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  delicate  golden  toning.  Nicer  in  qual¬ 
ity  than  some  we’ve  seen  offered  as  MS-62  or 
MS-63 . 1,495 

1852  EF-40 . 750 

1852- 0  VF-25 . 375 

1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-20 . 80 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-30 . 175 

1854  Arrows.  EF-40 . 109 

1 854  Arrows.  VF-30 . 59 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 

toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 


1854- 0  Arrows.  AU-58 . 295 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Several  orders 
rarer  than  1 854-0  in  the  same  grade.  ...  1 ,975 

1855-0  Arrows.  EF-40 . 1 10 

Notable  1855-S  Rarity 


1855-S  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  surfaces  that  display  generous  amounts 
of  original  mint  lustre.  Important  as  the  first 
half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  and 
also  as  a  notable  rarity  in  any  grade.  Very  few  of 
this  quality  exist . 6,950 

The  1855-S  half  dollar  represents  the  first  half  dollar 
struck  at  the  newly  opened  (in  1854)  San  Francisco  Mint.  It 
is  believed  by  the  writer  that  most  were  exported  to  China. 
At  the  time  there  was  a  strong  commerce  between  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  the  Orient,  and  merchants  in  the  latter  location 
would  not  accept  paper  money  and  preferred  silver  over  gold. 
The  usual  method  of  payment  was  for  a  San  Francisco  mer¬ 
chant  to  buy  Spanish-American  silver  coins  (mainly  8-reales) 
at  a  premium  from  bullion  dealers,  paying  for  them  in  gold. 
There  was  a  strong  cry  for  silver  coinage  at  the  local  mint, 


■ 

Hot  Summer  5 

pedals 

Display  Your  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar* 

Show  off  your  collection  to  its  best  advantage  in  one  of  these  attractive  holders! 


u„- 

**•*■! 919 


HA'flX)U 


**I*4>0B y. 


•vu,m 


•'"■Sony 


_ »*l«* 

41 


Kinyswood  Display  Holders  T 


KW-140  Liberty  Walking  504  1916-1919 
KW-141  Liberty  Walking  50C  1920-1934 
KW-142  Liberty  Walking  504  1935-1940 
KW-143  Liberty  Walking  504  1941-1947 

Each  Kings  wood  display  holder 
available  at  a  special  rate  of  $23.00 
or  purchase  all  four  for  only  $85.00 


▲  Dansco  Albums 

#D-7160  for  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  1916-1947 

List  price  $19.95  —  Your  wholesale  net:  Just  $13.00 

#D-7161  for  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  1941-1947 

List  price  $1  5.95  —  Your  wholesale  net:  Just  $10.00 


$28.50 

$28.50 

$28.50 

$28.50 
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and  in  18V)  the  facility  struck  20,000  silver  dollars  (1859- 
S)  in  response  to  requests  for  a  trade  coin  for  the  Orient. 
Years  later  in  1873  the  trade  dollar  became  a  reality  and  solved 
the  problem. 

Meanwhile,  most  silver  issues  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
which  in  the  1850s  and  1860s  included  the  half  dime  (first 
made  in  1863),  dime  (1856),  quarter  (1855),  half  dollar,  and 
silver  dollar  (1859-S  only)  were  shipped  to  China.  Although 
mintages  were  low,  the  number  of  high-quality  specimens  in 
collections  today  is  even  lower  than  these  figures  might  indi¬ 
cate. 

In  the  1850s  and  1860s  there  was  no  numismatic  inter¬ 
est  in  collecting  mintmarked  coins,  and  not  even  the  Mint 
Cabinet  saved  one  of  each  San  Francisco  Mint  variety.  Col¬ 
lectors  did  not  take  wide  notice  of  mintmarks  until  1893, 
when  Augustus  G.  Heatons  Mint  Marks  monograph  was  pub¬ 
lished,  by  which  time  most  high-grade  mintmark  coins  were 
had  vanished  into  circulation. 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level . 475 

1856- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 

over  very  lustrous  surfaces . 595 

Although  arrows  were  discontinued  as  part  of  the  design 
in  1856,  the  reduced  weight  remained  the  same  as  autho¬ 
rized  under  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853. 

1 856-S  VF-35.  Rare  in  any  and  all  grades.  Half  dol¬ 
lars  galore!  This  issue  is  filled  with  dozen  of  new 
purchases  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars!  ....  275 

1857  AU-55 . 175 

1858  AU-50 . 149 

1 858- S  AU-50.  Another  of  the  many  new  purchases 

in  this  issue,  and  like  virtually  all  of  the  others, 
one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock.  Order  early  (and 
often,  too,  if  you  wish).  The  1 858-S  is  very  elu¬ 
sive  in  AU  grade  or  even  close  to  it . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Rarity-6+.  Type  II  reverse.  Net  MS- 

63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some  sur¬ 
face  abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant  satiny  lustre 
with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the  borders.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection .  1 ,650 

1859- 0  AU-50 . 175 

1859- S  AU-58 . 375 

1860  WB-102.  Rarity  5+.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre.  A  beautiful  specimen  from  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1 ,650 

1860- S  EF-40 . 99 

1861  WB-101.  Rarity-3+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty 

and  lustrous  with  golden  toning  around  the 
obverse  border . 895 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1 86 1- 0  Confederate  States  of  America-used  obverse 
die  (with  crack  from  bridge  of  Miss  Liberty's 
nose  to  border;  this  federal  die  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  design  was  the  identical  die  used  for  the 
obverse  of  the  rare  1861  C.S.A.  reverse  hall 
dollar;  in  the  present  instance  the  reverse  is  the 
regular  federal  eagle  style,  but  the  obverse  break 


Try  Us  and  Youll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — something  small  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you'll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 


confirms  that  this  1 86 1-0  was  struck  when  the 
New  Orleans  Mint  was  under  the  control  of  the 

Confederacy).  AU-50 . 375 

1862  VF-20 . H5 


1862-S  MS-64 . 2,475 


1862- S  WB-101.  Rarity-5 +.  Large  S.  MS-63. 

Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 
appeal.  From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collec¬ 
tion . 2,150 

1863  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,365 

1863- S  EF-40 . 85 

1864  AU-50 . 295 

1864  EF-45 . 235 

1864- S  AU-50.  Hard  to  find,  as  are  most  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  coins  of  this  era  in  high  grade.  250 

Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1866-S  WB-101.  No  Motto.  Rarity-7  at  this  grade 
level.  MS-63  to  64.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very 
faint  splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically 
delightful  example  of  this  rarity.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 8,950 

1  866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  season. 
From  a  beautiful  collection  just  purchased  and 
offered  in  this  issue .  975 

1866  With  Motto.  AU-50 . 195 

1866- S  With  Motto.  WB-103.  EF-40 . 99 

1867- S  WB-101.  Rarity-7.  Large  S.  MS-62.  Ac¬ 

tually  MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale  ivory 
lustre,  subdued  from  a  very  light  cleaning  long, 
ago.  A  small  scratch  on  the  reverse  from  the 
rim  at  8:00  to  the  eagles  left  wing.  From  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,950 

1868  EF-45 . 295 


1868-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 
level . 2,495 

1868- S  VF-30 . 69 

1869  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Re¬ 
flective  lustre  with  pale  silver  gray  changing  to 
faint  lilac  and  blue  along  the  periphery.  A  few 
very  minor  surface  marks  and  hairlines  are 
noted,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  From  the 
James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,495 

1869  MS-61 . 475 

1869  MS-60.  We  have  bought  a  little  group  of 
these — kept  together  for  decades — and  offer 
them  for,  each: . 409 

1869  EF-40 . 1 10 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 
Mint  State . 1,650 

1869- S  EF-45 . 159 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1870- S  VF-35 . 99 

1870- CC  VG-8.  Rare  (it  goes  without  saying). 750 

1871- S  VF-35 . 59 

1872  MS-60 . 475 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1873  No  Arrows.  AU-50 . 275 

1 873- CC  No  Arrows.  VG-8 . 2 1 0 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,595 

1873  WB-108.  Rarity-7.  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC!). 
Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac  toning. 
Minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  obverse  fields, 
otherwise  MS-63  or  finer.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  A  finer  pedigree 
could  not  be  imagined . 1,595 

1873  Arrows  at  date.  AU-50 . 419 

1 873-CC  Carson  City  Rarity  With  Arrows 
Choice  Mint  State 


1 873-CC  Arrows.  WB-102.  Raritv-7+.  MS-63 

(NGC)  with  claims  to  MS-64.  Mottled  olive, 
gold,  and  steel  blue  toning.  From  the  James 

Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 14,500 

1 873-CC  Arrows.  G-6 . 1 19 
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The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 
Makes  Numismatic  History 

Part  I  Realizes  Over  $11.5  Million 


\\  ith  a  two-pound,  352-page  catalogue  in  one  hand  and  a 
bidding  paddle  in  the  other,  buyers  from  all  over  the  world 
thronged  to  the  Bovvers  and  Merena  presentation  of  the  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  at  public  auction  sale. 

Crossing  the  block  were  1 ,348  lots  from  the  greatest  coin 
collection  ever  formed,  that  of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  ( 1 896- 
1976).  Beginning  his  numismatic  interest  in  1925,  Eliasberg, 
a  Baltimore  financier,  spent  the  next  quarter  century  acquir¬ 
ing  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  of  United  States  coin 
ever  minted. 

From  the  smallest  denomination — the  half  cent,  to  the 
largest — the  $20  gold  double  eagle,  he  gathered  his  collec¬ 
tion  with  care.  One  by  one  he  acquired  rarities  as  he  neared 
his  goal,  finally  on  November  7, 1950,  obtaining  the  last  piece 
needed  for  completion:  the  1873  Carson  City  silver  dime, 
the  only  known  specimen  without  arrowheads  near  the  date. 
At  the  recent  auction  sale  it  realized  a  whopping  $550,000, 
which  is  more  than  Mr.  Eliasberg  paid  for  his  entire  collection 
years  ago! 

The  1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 

Star  of  the  sale  was  the  finest  known  of  just  five  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickels  known  to  exist.  A  glittering  gem  Proof 
of  magnificent  appearance  and  awesome  aspect,  it  had  been 
a  centerpiece  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  when  it  was  exhib¬ 
ited  years  ago  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  banks,  and  other 
places. 

On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  May  21,  Lot  807,  the  finest 
known  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  came  up  for  bidding.  An 
overflow  audience  watched  and  listened  as  the  room  became 
hushed.  At  the  podium,  Dave  Bowers,  flanked  by  the  two 
other  auctioneers  on  the  staff — Ray  Merena  and  John 
Babalis — commented  that  this  was  the  coin  that  everyone 


wanted  to  watch  being  sold.  Nine  pages  of  the  catalogue 
had  been  devoted  to  a  descrip¬ 
tion,  history,  and  enlarged  illus¬ 
trations  of  this,  the  most  famous 
American  coin  rarity. 

Dave  Bowers  called  for  the 
opening  bid,  and  $700,000  was 
announced.  At  least  six  bidder 
paddles  were  in  the  air — an  im¬ 
pressive  showing  which  fore¬ 
told  that  something  quite  spe¬ 
cial  would  happen  in  the  next 
few  minutes. 

$750,000  and  still  going! 

“$800,000,”  cried  the  auc¬ 
tioneer! 

Ehen  from  the  audience  a 
bidder  shouted  “One  million 
dollars.” 

Dave  paused  for  a  mo¬ 
ment — the  bidding  was  still  in 
progress  with  other  paddles  still 
in  the  air — and  said,  “The  first 
million  dollar  coin,  and  we  are 
not  finished  yet.  Numismatic 
history  has  been  made!” 

$1,050,000  was  the  next  bid, 
then  in  $50,000  advances  until 
just  two  bidders  remained,  a  California  numismatist  who  sig¬ 
naled  $1,300,000,  then  a  Kansas  City  bidder  who  received 
the  nod  at  $1,350,000. 

Going  once!  Going  twice! 

Sold  to  Jay  Parrino! 


Jay  Parrino,  proud  new 
owner  of  the  1913  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel,  and 
Dave  Bowers,  Chair¬ 
man  of  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena, 
show  two  of  the  nine 
catalogue  pages  devoted 
to  the  nickel  rarity. 


1787  Indian/ 
Excelsior  Copper 


$  M3, 000 


Record  price  for  a  Colonial  era 
Early  American  copper. 


1879  “Quintuple  Stella” 


$214,500 


1860  Clark,  Gruber  $20 


$90,200 


Bowers  and  Merena  Auction 

Sets  Records  in  Many  Series 


Quick  calculations  showed  that  with  the  10%  buyer’s  fee 
the  purchase  price  was  $1,485,000 — or  nearly  50%  more  than 
any  other  United  States  coin  had  ever  sold  for! 

Excitement  and  applause  swept  the  room,  and  a  recess 
was  called  as  Jay  Parrino,  of  Kansas  City,  and  his  associate, 
David  Krassner,  were  photographed  and  congratulated,  in¬ 
cluding  an  expression  of  gratitude  from  the  consignor,  Rich¬ 
ard  A.  Eliasberg,  son  of  Louis,  Sr. 

“We  are  delighted  to  own  the  finest  known  specimen  of 
America's  most  famous  rarity,”  Krassner  commented.  “We 
will  continue  in  the  tradition  of  the  coin  and  plan  to  display 
it  so  it  can  be  admired  by  a  new  generation  of  numisma¬ 
tists.” 

Regardless  of  the  future  course  of  the  coin  hobby  and  the 
market,  the  May  21,  1996,  purchase  of  the  gem  1913  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel  will  be  forever  remembered  as  the  first  time 
any  coin  crossed  the  magic  million  mark. 

Bidding  Activity  Hectic 

The  saleof  the  fabulous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  was 
one  of  many  exciting  moments  in  the  sale  which  began  on 
Monday  evening,  May  20,  at  the  mirrored  and  chandeliered 
Quadrille  Ballroom  at  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central  Park 
South,  New  York  City.  Anyone  wanting  to  write  a  Who's  Who 
in  Numismatics  would  have  had  no  further  to  go  than  to  make 
note  of  the  illustrious  figures  entering  the  large  auction  gal¬ 
lery.  Collectors,  dealers,  researchers,  the  numismatic  press, 
and  more  were  on  hand  to  pack  the  room  and  during  the 
next  three  days  to  shatter  just  about  every  auction  record  in 
American  numismatic  history,  not  only  for  the  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel,  but  for  many  other  series,  categories,  and  vari¬ 
eties  as  well. 

On  the  first  night,  at  $143,000  (all  prices  include  the  10% 
buyer’s  fee)  the  1 787  New  York  Indian/Excelsior  copper  coin 


set  a  record  for  an  American  colonial  copper  coin.  The  beau¬ 
tiful  1879  “Schoolgirl  pattern  silver  dollar  went  to  a  new 
home  for  $70,400,  followed  soon  thereafter  by  a  gem  1882 
“Shield  Earring”  pattern  dollar  at  $85,250,  and  an  1879  gold 
“quintuple  Stella”  for  $214,500  with  John  Babalis  at  the  po¬ 
dium.  1  hen  came  a  dazzling  group  of  territorial  gold  coins 
which  saw  intense  bidding  activity  and  numerous  records, 
highlighted  by  an  1850  Baldwin  &  Co.  $10  gold,  Kagin-9, 
which  realized  $42,900  and  an  I860  Clark,  Gruber,  &  Co. 
$20,  Kagin-4,  which  realized  $90,200. 

The  Second  Day:  More  Records! 

On  Tuesday,  the  second  night  of  the  sale,  applause  was 
sustained  as  Greg  Roberts,  representing  Spectrum  Numis¬ 
matics,  carried  off  a  dazzling  prooflike  gem  1796  half  cent, 
variety  without  pole  to  cap,  for  $506,000,  smashing  the  auc¬ 
tion  record  for  any  United  States  copper  coin  ever  to  cross 
the  auction  block.  Within  the  hour  he  captured  another  prize, 
the  finest  known  1793  Liberty  Cap  cent — the  only  know  n 
Mint  State  example — for  a  stunning  $319,000! 

The  evening  w'as  rounded  out  by  intense  action  in  sev¬ 
eral  series.  Among  small  cents  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent, 
Proof-64,  fetched  $15,400;  an  1877  Proof-66  Indian  cent  with 
attractive  brown  fields  went  to  $6,600.  Star  of  the  two-cent 
pieces  w'as  a  lovely  and  rare  1873  Proof-66  with  rich  brow  n 
fields  for  $5,940.  A  gorgeous  gem  Proof  1877  nickel  three- 
cent  piece  saw'  intense  competition  from  all  over  the  audi¬ 
ence  and  w'as  finally  awarded  for  $3,960.  Among  Shield  nick¬ 
els,  an  1867  With  Rays  Proof  opened  at  $23,000,  and  received 
intense  competition,  finally  selling  for  an  amazing  $57,200. 

The  Third  Night 

The  third  and  final  session  started  explosively  with  a  Proof 
(yes.  Proof!)  1851  silver  three-cent  piece  which  was  bid  in 


1796  No  Pole  Half  Cent 


$506,000 

Record  price  for  a  half  cent 
Record  price  for  a  U.S.  copper  coin 


1793  Liberty  Cap  10 


$319,000 

Record  price  for  a  large  cent 


1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel 


$1,485,000 

Record  price  for  a  l  nited  States  coin 


1851  Silver  Three  Gents 

1797  15-Stars  Half  Dime 

1796  JR-6  Dime 

w  w 

$61,600 

Record  price  for  a  3  if  piece 

$59,400 

$83,600 

furious  competition  to  a  breathtaking  $61,600.  That  done, 
record  after  record  fell  in  that  series,  after  which  half  dimes 
came  up  for  competition.  Proceedings  began  with  a  1792  half 
disme  (AU  at  $38,500),  continuing  into  the  finest  offering  of 
early  Flowing  Hair  and  Draped  Bust  half  dimes  ever  to  cross 
the  block.  Among  the  star  attractions  were  a  1795  V-8  pre¬ 
sentation  piece  at  a  stunning  $50,600  and  what  the  cataloguer 
described  as  an  “Unbelievable  Gem”  1803  at  $53,900. 

Action  continued  at  an  intense  pace  all  evening  as  bid¬ 
ders  realized  that  many  coins  represented  a  once-in-a-life- 
time  opportunity  to  acquire  extraordinary  specimens.  The 
superb  Mint  State  1845-0  dime  fetched  $90,200,  and  shortly 
after  a  remarkable  Mint  State  1860-0  brought  $22,000. 

Before  long,  all  eyes  were  focused  on  Lot  1 198,  the  unique 
1873-CC  Without  Arrows  dime,  which  opened  at  $300,000, 
and  was  bid  up  $10,000  at  a  time  to  $310,000,  then  $320,000, 
a  few  more  bids,  across  the  $400,000  mark,  and  onward  and 
upward  to  $550,000.  The  purchaser  was  Waldo  Bolen,  who 
had  come  to  the  sale  especially  to  buy  this  coin  and  had  seen 
it  for  the  first  time  at  the  lot  display  earlier  in  the  day.  It 
found  a  home  that  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  would  have  ap¬ 
preciated,  as  this  is  Mr.  Bolen’s  48th  year  of  being  a  numis¬ 
matist. 

Another  great  dramatic  moment  of  the  evening  was  the 
1894-S  dime,  one  of  nine  specimens  known,  expected  to 
bring  in  the  range  of  $100,000  to  $200,000,  but  which  drew 
bids  from  all  over  the  room,  finally  being  hammered  at 
$451,000  to  Harvey  Stack  representing  a  telephone  bidder. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  portion  of  the  sale,  the  total  real¬ 
ization  amounted  to  nearly  $11,598,000  with  more  to  come 
in  April  1997. 

The  Eliasberg  Auction  Sales 

After  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.’s  passing  in  1976,  the  collec¬ 
tion  was  exhibited  by  his  family  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 


where  it  was  the  centerpiece  of  the  American  Bicentennial 
display.  Afterward,  the  cabinet  was  divided  between  his  two 
sons,  Louis,  Jr.,  and  Richard  A.  Eliasberg.  Louis,  Jr.,  sold  his 
portion — the  gold  coins — in  1982.  The  sale,  described  in  a 
catalogue  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  realized  $12.4  mil¬ 
lion,  with  the  two  top  figures  of  $687,500  per  coin  reached 
by  the  1870-S  $3  gold  and  the  1822  $5,  both  of  which  are 
world-class  rarities. 

In  the  present  era  the  portion  owned  by  Richard  A. 
Eliasberg  is  being  offered  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  The  May  1996  sale  is  one  of  two  featuring 
Richard's  United  States  coins. 

The  second  sale,  complete  from  twenty-cent  pieces  to  sil¬ 
ver  dollars  and  trade  dollars,  is  currently  scheduled  to  take 
place  in  April  1997.  Included  will  be  many  stellar  rarities  such 
as  the  1876-CC  20 <?  piece;  1827  original  and  1873-CC  With¬ 
out  Arrows  quarter  dollars;  181 7/4  overdate,  1838-0  and  1853 
Without  Arrows  half  dollars;  the  Class  1  1804, 1870-S,  and  other 
silver  dollars;  and  the  fabulous  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars, 
among  many  other  coins.  In  addition  there  are  many  interest¬ 
ing  and  rare  tokens  and  medals,  a  fine  collection  of  United 
States  paper  money,  and  a  collection  of  Confederate  States  of 
America  cents  including  one  in  gold.  An  announcement  con¬ 
cerning  the  availability  of  catalogues  will  be  made  soon. 

Not  only  is  the  Eliasberg  Collection  unique  for  its  com¬ 
pleteness,  it  is  also  quite  possibly  the  highest  quality  cabi¬ 
net  ever  formed.  Nearly  all  pieces  are  represented  by  high- 
grade  examples  including  Mint  State,  Proof,  and  presenta¬ 
tion  pieces,  and  many  are  the  finest  specimens  of  their  kind. 

Priced  softbound  or  hardbound  catalogues  of  the  recent 
May  1996  sale  as  well  as  copies  of  the  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.:  King  of  Coins,  can  be  ordered  from  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  Credit 
card  orders  can  be  placed  by  toll-free  telephone:  1  -800-222- 
5993,  attention  Publications  Department. 


Superb  1845-0  10(2 


$90,200 


1873-CC  No  Arrows  Dime 

1894-S  Barber  100 

f||p  l||p 

IIP 

$550,000 

$451,000 

Record  price  for  a  dime 

Splendid  1873-S  Half  Dollar 


UNITED  STATES 


1873-S  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  Arrows.  Net  MS-63. 

Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  touch  of  amber  toning 
on  the  reverse.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  on  the 
reverse,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 6,995 

1873- S  Arrows.  F-12 . 119 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 

surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp, 
and  lustrous.  A  bit  conservatively  graded,  in  our 
opinion;  this  would  easily  pass  for  MS-62  and 
mounts  a  serious  challenge  to  MS-63.  ..  1,295 

1874  Arrows.  AU-5§ . 495 

1874  Arrows  VF-30. . 95 

1 874- CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare!  Still  another  ol  the 

dozens  and  dozens  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dol¬ 
lars  from  the  collection  just  purchased  and  listed 
here  for  your  selection . 950 

1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

1875- CC  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  Small  CC.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satin  white  surfaces  with  a  blend¬ 
ing  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
in  the  obverse  fields,  otherwise  MS-64.  From 
the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 1,450 

1875- S  AU-55 . 195 

1876  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 375 

1876- CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 

of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set .  925 

1876-CC  EF-40 . 125 

1876-S  EF-40 . 79 


1877  WB-104.  Rarity-7+.  Repunched  7.  Type 
II.  Reverse  MS-64  (NGC).  Prooflike  surfaces. 
Attractive  lilac,  gunmetal-blue,  and  iridescent 


toning . 1 ,295 

1877  EF-40 . 79 


1877-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City  coin 
to  your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty  beauty.  950 
1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
proof! ike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,495 

The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal  that  will  be  ideal  in  your  collection.  1 ,625 
1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 


per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1877-S  MS-60 . 375 

1877-CC  VF-35 . 99 

1878  EF-40 . 119 

1879  MS-60.  I  he  first  of  a  parade  of  low-mintage 

dates.  All  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock.  ..  595 


1880  MS-63 . 895 

1881  EF-45 . 375 

1882  EF-40 . 395 

1883  F-15 . 275 

1884  WB-102.  MS-60 . 575 

1885  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  fine . 850 


1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 


hint  of  champagne  toning.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  year . 1,495 


Just  5,000  business  strikes  plus  886  Proofs  were  made, 
for  a  total  production  this  year  of  only  5,886  half  dollars,  one 


of  the  smallest  production  figures  in  the  series. 

1886  VF-35 . 455 

1887  VF-30 . 560 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous . 695 

1899  AU-50 . 450 

1890  VF-30 . 325 

1891  MS-63.  Requiem  for  the  Liberty  Seated  half 

dollar.  A  brilliant  and  very  frosty  specimen.  Not 
at  all  easy  to  find  in  this  high  grade . 695 


Harbor  Hall  Hollars 


1892  AU-55 . 325 

1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 
Very  desirable  low-mintage  issue . 1,350 


Only  390,000  were  minted  of  the  1892-0  half  dollar, 
by  far  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  1 9th-cenrury  issue 


of  the  Barhcr  design. 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  some¬ 
what  prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  mar¬ 
velous  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  1 ,350 
1892-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  A 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  key 


issue . 995 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892-S  AU-58 . 795 


1 892-  S  AU-50.  Th  is  issue  gives  you  the  opportu¬ 

nity  to  pick  the  dates  and  mintmarks  of  Barber 
half  dollars  you  need,  from  a  nearly  complete 
collection  of  late  19th-century  and  early  20th- 
century  halves  recently  purchased.  Within  a 
given  date  and  mintmark,  virtually  all  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock.  Please  order  as  early  as 
you  can,  and  it  will  help  if  you  have  a  few  alter¬ 
nate  choices  in  mind  when  you  call,  fax,  or  write. 
We  expect  these  pieces  to  sell  quickly! . 595 

1893  AU-58.  Gunmetal-blue  toning.  Sharp 
strike . 425 

1893  AU-55 . 399 

1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50.  Attractively  toned . 395 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  very  frosty 

example  fully  equal  to  what  you  might  expect 
in  an  MS-65  coin.  Really  a  gem! . 1,550 

1894  EF-45 . 265 

1894- S  MS-63.  Proof  like.  A  splendid  coin.  1 ,650 

1894-S  VF-30 . 119 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 

areas  of  medium  golden  toning . 1,750 


Chris  Budesa  Writes 


“It  is  always  a  treat  when  one  of  your 
publications  is  delivered  to  my  house.  The 
latest  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review,  number 
109,  arrived  in  the  mail  yesterday.  I  par¬ 
ticularly  liked  the  story  about  the  Oak 
Island  Treasure  hunters.  Once  in  a  while 
there  is  something  about  this  story  on  one 
of  cable  television  stations  such  as  Discov¬ 
ery  Channel. 

“Recently  while  watching  C-SPAN  on 
cable  television  1  saw  an  interesting  interview 
by  Mr.  Brian  Lamb.  This  particular  program 
was  called  ‘Book  Notes.’  This  time  Mr.  Lamb 
was  interviewing  an  author  named  Nicholas 
A.  Basbanes  about  the  book  he  had  just  writ¬ 
ten  about  collecting  rare  books.  The  title  is  A 
Gentle  Madness:  Bibliophiles,  Bibliomanes,  and 
the  Eternal  Passion  for  Books,  and  it  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  1 995  by  Henry  Holt  and  Company. 
I  immediately  thought  of  your  firm.  Even 
though  I  am  only  half  of  the  way  through  the 
book  I  can  highly  recommend  it.  1  also  thought 
of  Armand  Champa  and  his  numismatic  li¬ 
brary.  Coin  collectors  have  quite  a  bit  in 
common  with  book  collectors. 


“One  of  my  several  hobbies  is  bird  watch¬ 
ing.  Numismatics  and  ornithology  do  not 
often  come  together.  Regarding  U.S.  money, 
paper  and  coin,  there  are  many  eagles  and  an 
owl  and  I  think  no  other  birds.  I  was  quite 
surprised  you  wrote  about  birds  in  your  piece 
titled  Snowbound  and  Loving  It!  You  may 
have  made  a  mistake  in  your  identification  of 
the  birds  you  saw,  ‘flock  of  72  partly-grown 
loon  chicks’  (actually  this  is  a  fairly  common 
misidentification).  I  gather  that  this  piece 
was  written  in  a  wintry  month,  perhaps 
December  of  1995.  Common  Loon  chicks 
are  born  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  primarily 
May  and  J  une.  By  the  following  winter  year- 
ling  loons  are  as  large  as  their  parents  and  are 
likely  to  have  moved  south  for  the  winter.  1 
suspect  that  the  birds  you  refer  in  the  piece 
are  Common  Mergansers.  1  suspect  that 
someone  you  know  well,  who  lives  on  the 
lake,  has  a  decent  field  guide  to  birds.  I  can 
recommend  several  if  you  are  interested. 
“Respectfully,” 

— Chris  Budesa 
A.N.A.  LM  4146 
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1895  AU-58 . 469 

18lH  AL  -50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 
gold . 365 

1895  VF-20 . 85 

1895-0  VF-20 . 99 

1895-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  toning . 425 

1895- S  EF-40 . 295 

1896  EF-40 . 225 

1896- 0  VF-35.  Rare  issue . 199 

1896-S  AU-58.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 
1896-S  VF-25.  Elusive  in  all  grades . 235 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree! . 1,695 

1897  AU-58 . 395 

1897-0  F-15.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 385 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 

1897- S  VF-35.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Barber 

half  dollar  series.  Another  of  our  new  pur¬ 
chases — as  are  the  vast  majority  of  other  half 
dollars  listed  in  this  issue . 525 

1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  An 

outstanding  coin . 595 

1898  AU-55 . 369 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898- 0  AU-50 . 575 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1899-S  AU-58 . 525 

1899- S  EF-45 . 240 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant,  Lustrous  and  frosty.  From 

the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection . 795 

1900  AU-55 . 369 

1900  VF-35 . 95 

1900- 0  EF-40 . 275 

1900- S  EF-45 . 250 

1901  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 

toning  around  the  border.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  Barber  half  dollar  of  the  20th 
century . 1,350 

1901  MS-60 . 475 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901  EF-45 . 175 

1901- 0  EF-45 . 350 

1901- S  VF-30.  Rare . 295 

1902  AU-58 . 419 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- 0  AU-50 . 375 

1902-S  AU-55.  Light  peripheral  toning . 469 

1902- S  EF-45 . 245 

1903  EF-40 . 175 

1903- 0  EF-40 . 195 

1903-S  AU-55 . 465 

1903- S  F-15 . 49 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904  AU-50 . 349 

1904- 0  AU-55 . 650 

1904-0  Cleaned.  AU-50.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

We’ve  priced  it  low  at  just  . 350 

1904-S  F-12 . 140 


1905  AU-55.  Scarce . 389 

1905-0  EF-40.  Scarce  date . 275 

1905-S  AU-58 . 460 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1906  AU-50 . 340 

1906- D  AU-58.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint.419 

1906-D  EF-45 . 175 

1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906- S  EF-40 . 199 

1907  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

Only  575  Proofs  were  minted,  one  of  the  smallest  fig¬ 
ures  in  the  series. 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907  AU-58 . 419 

1907  EF-45 . 145 

1907- D  AU-55  (ANACS) . 339 

1907-D  EF-45 . 185 

1907-D  EF-40 . 140 

1907-0  AU-55 . 399 

1907- S  AU-50 . 595 

1908  MS-60 . 450 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 

1908-0  EF-40 . 165 

1908- S  AU-55 . 425 

1909  AU-58 . 419 

1909  AU-55 . 375 

1909  AU-50 . 350 

1909- 0  VF-30 . 110 

1909- S  AU-50 . 365 

19 10- S  AU-55 . 395 

1911  AU-58 . 365 

1911  AU-55 . 335 

191 1- D  AU-50 . 275 

191 1- S  VF-35 . 99 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 575 

1912  AU-50 . 325 

1912- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,395 

1912-D  AU-55.  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  350 

1912-D  AU-50 . 325 

1 91 2-S  AU-55 . 395 

1912-  S  EF-40 . 175 

1913  MS-60.  Light  lilac  toning.  Rarity  wise  the 

1913  is  near  the  top  of  the  series.  Very  hard  to 
find  in  this  grade . 995 

Business  strike  mintage  was  only  1 88,000  pieces,  third 
lowest  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 

1913- D  AU-55 . 325 

1913-S  AU-58 . 495 

1913- S  EF-40 . 195 

1914  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  with  most  original  lus¬ 

tre.  A  rarity  at  this  level.  Lowest  mintage  of  all 
Barber  half  dollars.  New  purchase  just  added 
to  our  stock!  . 750 

1914- S  AU-50 . 375 

1915  AU-58.  Very  elusive  date . 895 

Business  strike  mintage  was  only  138,000  pieces,  sec¬ 


ond  lowest  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 

1915  EF-40  (ANACS).  Light  silver  surfaces.  A 
beauty!  One  of  the  rarest  issues  in  the  series. 
Seldom  available  in  EF  grades;  the  usual  alter¬ 


natives  seem  to  be  well-worn  or  Proof! . 475 

1915  VF-30.  Low-mintage  date . 245 

191 5-D  AU-55 . 375 


1 91 5-S  AU-58 . 419 

1 9 1 5-S  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 
surfaces . 325 

191 5-S  EF-45 . 185 

Liheily  Walki ni>  Hall  Dollars 

In  this  issue:  Our  listing  includes  many  new 
purchases.  As  is  true  of  all  series,  when  we  buy  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  halves  we  use  certified  grades  as  a 
starting  point,  and  reject  those  that  do  not  meet  our 
standards.  If  you  are  contemplating  starting  a  date 
and  mintmark  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
halves — or  adding  to  one  you  already  have — you 
will  like  our  hand-picked  quality.  There  is  a  differ¬ 
ence,  and  you’ll  see  it  as  soon  as  you  open  your 


package. 

1916  EF-45.  First  year  of  issue . 175 

1916-D  MS-60 . 275 

1916-D  EF-45.  Mintmark  on  obverse . 159 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  beautiful,  and  in  this  degree  of 
beauty,  rare.  . 1,935 


1916-S  MS-62.  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  coin  that 
we  were  tempted  to  call  MS-63.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  that  will  look  great  in  your  col¬ 
lection.  We  guarantee  it!  One  of  the  many  new 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  purchases  listed  in 
this  issue — from  a  fantastic  collection  we  re¬ 
cently  purchased  intact . 1,095 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
peripheral  toning . 1,095 

1917  AU-55 . 75 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant, 
lustrous  surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of 
an  issue  which  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade 
level .  2,1  50 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Delicate  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  far  above  average  strike.  The 


connoisseur  will  enjoy  owning  this! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-40 . 145 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 
Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning. .  1 ,325 
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1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 


early  issue . 1,325 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  VF-30 . 89 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type . 1,195 


Gorgeous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Quality!  3,175 


1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-58 . 195 

1918  AU-50 . 259 

1918- D  EF-40 . 165 

1918-D  VF-35 . r . 95 

1918- S  AU-55 . ’. . 175 

1919  EF-40 . 399 

191 9- D  VF-30 . 195 


1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 


tre  remains  in  protected  areas . 895 

1920  AU-50 . 95 

Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 


this  nice! . 2,525 

1920-S  EF-45 . 235 


Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half  dollar.3,450 


Brilliant  Mint  State  1921  50C 


1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest  mintage  issue  among 

Liberty  Walking  hall  dollars . 3,450 

1921  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  lots 

of  lustre . 1 ,895 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  lind  in  all  grades . 1,595 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 


have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

1921-S  VF-20 . 575 

1923-S  AU-50 . 550 

1 927-  S  EF-45 . 125 

1928- S  EF-45 . 150 

1928-S  VF-30 . 39 


Remarkable  1929-D  Gem  50C 


1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
sharply  struck.  You  will  have  to  search  for  a 
long  time  to  find  the  equal  of  this  remark¬ 
able  gem! .  2,325 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  elusive  at  this  grade 
level.  Lustrous  and  a  far  above  average  strike.  A 

splendid  gem! . 1 ,495 

1929-D  AU-50 . 165 


—  TO  ORDER 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


lot  Summer  Special: 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 


We  want  to  be  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  beautiful  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars.  Whether 
you  are  building  a  short  set 
(1941-1947)  or  completing  a 
collection  of  the  entire  series 
(1916-1947),  we  offer  beauti¬ 
ful  coins,  hand-picked  by  Dave 
Bowers,  Ray  Merena,  and 
Mark  Borckardt.  We  think 
you’ll  agree  that  we  offer  excel¬ 
lent  quality  for  the  price  paid. 


Try  us  out!  Right  now  we  are 
offering  the  following  dates  in 
MS-64: 

1942 

1943 
1943 

1945- S 
1946 

1946- D 

Order  one 
for  only  $45.00. 
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HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS!  <===* 

Do  you  like  New  England '? 

A  Great  Three-Volume  Book  Set 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Quite  a  few  people  do,  even  if  they  don't  live  here. 
Witness  that  much  of  the  circulation  of  Yankee  magazine 
is  outside  of  our  borders. 

Well,  Wolfeboro,  NH,  may  well  be  the  prototype  of  the 
ideal  New  England  town — what  with  old-style  colonial 
houses,  a  beautiful  lake,  nearby  mountains,  a  local  prep 
school,  lots  of  history  dating  back  to  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  and  so  on. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Wolfeboro  Historical  Society  asked 
Dave  Bowers  if  he  would  write  a 
history  of  our  town.  He  volun¬ 
teered,  free  of  charge.  The  Town 
of  Wolfeboro,  many  patrons,  and 
others  contributed  funds  to  the 
project. 

Now  in  1 996,  several  years;  well 
over  $  1 00,000  worth  of  photogra¬ 
phy,  archival  and  other  expenses; 
and  1 ,824  pages  later,  Dave’s  mag¬ 
nificent  three-volume  hardbound 
set,  The  History  of  Wolfeboro,  NH, 

1770-1994,  has  been  published. 

Just  1 ,000  sets  were  made  avail¬ 
able,  and  over  half  have  been  sold. 

The  list  of  buyers  is  quite  impres¬ 
sive  and  includes  the  United  States 
Senate,  Harvard  University,  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
more. 

And,  we  re  happy  to  report  that 
the  reviews  have  been  very  enthu¬ 
siastic. 

The  list  price  for  this  three-volume  set  is  $165,  but  as 
a  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  you  get  a  20%  discount 
on  any  book  purchase  over  $100,  thus  this  book  comes 
with  a  20%  discount,  or  $33 
off,  and  nets  you  just  $132 
(plus  $  1 0  shipping  and  han¬ 
dling). 


A  Dave  Bowers’  candid  photo  of  George 
Bush  taken  in  Wolfeboro  with  Dave’s  son 
Andrew  three  days  before  Bush  won  the 
primary  election. 


Take  all  three  volumes 
for  only  $ 132 °°! 


There  is  enough  nostalgia  to  keep  you  busy  reading  for 
months!  Anecdotes,  entertainment,  humor  in  print,  sto¬ 
ries  of  preparedness  for  World  Wars  I  and  II,  the  Prohibi¬ 
tion  capers,  freak  occurrences  of  nature,  changing  life 
styles  and  fads,  money  (yes,  you’ll  find  illustrations  of 
Wolfeboro  bank  notes  and  a  bit  about  coins  and  currency 
from  Revolutionary  times  to  present),  cars  and  trains, 
boating,  recreation,  celebrity  visits,  airplanes,  presidential 
candidates  coming  to  Wolfeboro  and  what  they  did  here 

(with  some  candid  photos),  and 
much,  much  more — all  accompa¬ 
nied  by  more  interesting  pictures 
than  you  can  easily  count! 

One  person  said  that  the  pictures 
alone  were  worth  the  price  of  the 
book! 

Each  three-book  set  is  numbered 
and  comes  with  an  autographed 
bookplate. 

You  don’t  have  to  be  from  New 
England  to  enjoy  these  books!  Quite 
a  few  Bowers  and  Merena  customers 
from  all  over  the  USA  have  ordered 
it,  and  to  date  we’ve  heard  nothing 
but  nice  things.  One  buyer,  Jeff  G., 
ordered  one  set,  liked  it,  ordered 
another,  and  then  ordered  still  an¬ 
other! 

Out  in  California  we  hear  David 
Hall  at  PCGS  is  part  way  through 
Volume  I! 

In  Colorado  high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  L.B.  has 
skimmed  all  three  books  and  is  now  settling  down  to  read 
them. 

To  order,  just  call  1  -800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Mary  or 

Donna  in  our  Publications  De¬ 
partment,  and  your  set  will  be  on 
its  way  to  you. 

Enjoy! 


1929-D  EF-45 . 95 

Sharply  Struck  Gem  1929-S 
Remarkable  Quality! 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  in  this  quality  very  rare.  This  coin 
has  it  all!  One  of  the  finest  in  existence.  First 


order  gets  it  for  only . 2,795 

1929-S  AU-58 . 195 

1929-S  AU-55 . 185 

1929-S  AU-50 . 169 


Rare  Gem  1933-S  50 <t 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 
1933-S  EF-45 . 69 


1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . ]  19 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . .’’’”..93 

1934  AU-55.  Brilliant . 35 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 950 

1 934 -D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 473 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250 

1934-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1934-D  AU-55 . 69 


Splendid  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Splendid  lustrous  gem.  2,950 

Gem  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high-quality 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 


Planning  Your  Summer  Vacation? 


After  you  are  finished  tiptoeing  around  in  the  surf  and  soaking  up  some  sun — as 
these  happy  people  are  doing  on  the  coast  of  Maine  in  1910 — what  better  way  to  enjoy 
the  evening  than  to  have  some  good  coin  books  on  hand?  And,  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  offers  many  to  choose  from.  Of  course,  you  don’t  have  to  he  on  vacation 
to  enjoy  a  coin  book — they  are  good  24-hours  a  day  in  any  time  at  any  place. 


Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 


offered! . 2,950 

1 934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 725 

1934-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109 

1934- S  AU-50 . 89 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 310 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67 

1935  AU-58 . 35 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 ,250 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 265 

1935-D  AU-58 . 79 

1935-S  MS  65.  Brilliant . 2,195 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936  MS-65 . 159 

1936  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 69 

1936  MS-60.  Brilliant . 42 

1936  AU-55.  Brilliant . 28 

1 936  EF-40 . 7 

1936- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1936-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 59 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 525 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 


mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1936-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936- S  AU-55 . 65 

1937  Proof-64.  Brilliant  gem.  Fairly  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 735 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 229 

1937  MS-64  Brilliant . 75 

1937  AU-50 . 24 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1937-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 209 

1937-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938  MS-65 . 310 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 145 

1938- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  Ever  popu¬ 
lar  due  to  its  enticingly  low  mintage .  1 ,035 

1938-D  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  splendid  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  date . 645 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 519 

1938-D  AU-55 . 295 

1938-D  AU-50 . 275 

1938-D  EF-40 . 129 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5^0 

1939  MS-65  Brilliant . 165 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  AU-58 . 33 

1939  AU-50 . 23 
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1939-D  AU-50 . 25 

1939-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 129 

1940  Proof-65  (NGC) . 535 

19-tO  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 


Assembling  a  complete  set  ol  Proofs  issued  in  the  series 
is  an  enjoyable  pursuit,  and  this  issue  gives  you  a  head  start. 
Such  a  set.  when  finished,  will  contain  one  each  of  1936, 
1937,  1938,  1939,  1940,  1941,  and  1942. 


1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1940  MS-60.  Brilliant . 32 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 399 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

194 1- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

194 1-D  AU-58 . 25 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,250 

194 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1941-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 28 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other. 
When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  buy 
for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,”  often  bypassing  several 
coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If 
you  are  building  a  high-quality  collection  of  these  beautiful 


coins,  please  review  our  selection  carefully. 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1942  AU-58 . 16 

1942  AU-55 . 14 

1942  AU-50 . 11 

1942-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 67 

1942-D  AU-50 . 19 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1942- S  MS-63  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-50 . 1 1 

1943- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 160 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 72 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 52 

1943-D  AU-50 . 22 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1943-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  19 


See  the  hook  section  for 

DISCOUNTS  ON  GREA  T  BOOKS 


1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1945  MS-65.  Faint  gold  toning  over  satin  sur¬ 
faces .  1 10 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1945- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1  IS 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1945- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 147 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1946  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1946  AU-50 . 14 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 795 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 40 

1946-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1 947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1 947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 


Special  Starter  Set  of 
Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars ! 

Superb  Quality  Gems! 

One  of  our  most  popular  offers! 

STARTER  collection  of  Liberty Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars:  A  great  way  to  begin  a  high- 
grade  collection  of  this  beautiful  series.  Well 
select  $1,000  or  more  worth  of  different 
datesandmintmarksinthe  1930s  and  1940s, 
each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 
64  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $895.  In 
addition,  if  you  request,  we  ll  send  some 
other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  to  consider 
adding  to  your  set  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Liberty  Walking 
Super  Special  Offer.”  We  guarantee  you’ll 
like  our  selection,  price,  and  quality.  Limit: 
One  set  per  buyer. 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  hollars 

In  this  "grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-6‘4,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  have  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

119 

375 

1934-D 

250 

475 

950 

1934-S 

725 

2950 

1935 

67 

310 

1935-D 

1250 

1935-S 

775 

2195 

1936-D 

115 

389 

1936-S 

195 

275 

525 

1937 

75 

229 

1937-D 

495 

1937-S 

265 

475 

1938 

145 

310 

1938-D 

519 

645 

1035 

1939 

55 

69 

165 

1939-S 

159 

1940 

62 

129 

1940-S 

79 

399 

1941 

39 

55 

1941-D 

52 

1941-S 

109 

209 

1250 

1942 

39 

49 

110 

1942-D 

67 

99 

185 

1942-S 

55 

85 

495 

1943 

39 

49 

110 

1943-D 

72 

160 

1943-S 

52 

79 

425 

1944 

42 

52 

1944-D 

49 

1944-S 

75 

550 

1945 

39 

49 

110 

1945-D 

45 

52 

115 

1945-S 

39 

49 

1946 

39 

49 

1946-D 

49 

115 

1946-S 

52 

1947 

42 

1947-D 

45 
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WINNING  LIFESTYLE:  “In  his  lateryears  people  would 
kid  the  famous  comedian:  ‘George,  you’re  in  your  late  nine¬ 
ties.  You  smoke  those  awful  smelly  cigars.  You  drink  those 
potent  martinis.  You  always  have  a  gorgeous  young  woman 
hanging  on  each  arm.  What  does  your  doctor  say  about  all 
this?’  ‘He’s  dead,'  replied  Burns,  as  he  puffed  away  on  his 
cigar.”  (Richard  Russell’s  Dow  Theory  Letters) 
ft  ft 

WORKS  OUT  TO  $25  MILLION  PER  MINUTE:  The 

three  remaining  Beatles  have  turned  down  a  $500  million  offer 
for, an  easy  day’s  work,  a  20  minute 
concert  at  Shea  Stadium  in  New 
York.  ‘The  Beatles  aren’t  interested,’ 

Paul  McCartney’s  office  said.  ‘Money 
is  not  an  issue.  We  wouldn’t  do  it  for 
twice  as  much.’  ”  (International Her¬ 
ald  Tribune) 

i  i,  t 

DO  YOU  OWN  AN  1 857  FLY¬ 
ING  EAGLE  CENT?  If  so,  you  can 

help  your  editor  with  a  bit  of  re¬ 
search.  Dave  Bowers  is  trying  to 
find  if  any  1 857  cents  have  the  so- 
called  “Low  Leaf’  on  the  reverse. 

Draw  an  imaginary  line  under  the  word  CENT  on  the  reverse, 
and  if  at  the  left  side  near  the  C  the  projecting  leaf  does  not 
extend  above  this  line,  please  let  us  know.  “Low  Leaf'  reverses 
(and  “High  Leaf’  reverses,  too)  are  seen  on  cents  of  1858,  but 
we  don’t  know  if  they  are  found  on  cents  dated  1857. 
ft  ft  ft 

MORE  ON  FLYING  EAGLE  CENTS:  Some  1 856  and 
1858  Flying  Eagle  cents  with  “Low  Leaf’  at  C  have  the  veins 
in  the  first  and  second  cotton  (sometimes  called  “maple  ”) 
leaves  cut  in  or  incised,  rather  than  raised.  These  leaves  are 
three  on  each  side  at  the  top  half  of  the  wreath,  and  the  cut- 
in  leaves  are  the  first  and  second  measuring  from  the  bottom. 
The  third  or  top  leaf  is  not  cut  in.  Ifyou  have  a  Low  Leaf  coin 
in  which  the  veins  are  not  incised,  or  if  you  have  a  High  Leaf 
coin  in  which  the  veins  are  incised,  please  drop  us  a  note.  Now, 
at  the  risk  of  becoming  entirely  too  esoteric,  we  go  to  more 
popular  subjects  in  this  column! 

ft  ft  ft 

MARK  BORCKARDT,  our  senior  numismatist,  is  work¬ 


ing  full  speed  ahead  on  editing  and  expanding 
the  Walter  Breen  manuscript  for  large  cents 
1 793- 1814,  and  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Early 
American  Coppers  club  passed  out  a  printout  of 
the  draft,  complete  with  photos,  of  the  year 
1 799.  A  publication  date  toward  the  end  of  this 
year  is  anticipated,  and  further  announcements 
will  be  made  in  due  course. 

i  ft  i. 

KEITH  SEAVER  recently  sent  this  com¬ 
ment:  “Dave,  your  notes  on  numismatic  re¬ 
search  1  found  informative,  especially  the  ideas 
presented  on  topological  research.  I’ll  have 
something  more  to  say  about  this  later,  but  I 
want  to  focus  on  recognition.  You  mentioned 
the  work  of  Crosby  and  how  others,  such  as 
Miller  and  Ryder,  built  on  Crosby’s  blocks. 
Crosby  is  recognized  by  his  students,  as  it 
should  be.  As  a  student  of  the  two-cent  series  1  have  always 
looked  to  Mr.  Sam  Freeman  as  an  original  researcher,  it  is  upon 
his  shoulders  that  we  students  stand.  Much  of  what  we  know 
about  two-cent  pieces  was  published  in  The  Numismatist  by 
Sam  many  years  ago.  It  was  Mr.  Freeman  whose  topological 
study  of  two-cent  pieces  resulted  in  the  data  patterns  from 
which  later  students  take  their  cues.  Yet,  modern  day  students 
are  unaware  of  Freeman’s  creative  work.  They  do  not  realize 
how  easy  their  lives  are,  how  enriched  the  hobby  is,  because  of 
the  way  this  fellow  from  Arkansas  taught  us  to  observe  these 

bronze  coins.  In  some  later  is¬ 
sue  could  you  mention  Sam 
Freeman?  He  did  much  for  the 
hobby,  for  the  ANA,  besides 
this  topological  work  men¬ 
tioned  above.  Let’s  not  forget 
Sam!” 

ft  ft  ft 

WE  REMEMBER  SAM: 

He  was  a  very  quiet,  soft-spo¬ 
ken,  kind  man  who  enjoyed 
coins  a  lot  and  who  with  his  wife 
attended  conventions  over  a  long 
period  of  years.  We  had  many 
conversations.  Two-cent  pieces  were  his  first  love.  As  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  readers,  we  suggest  that  you  spend  a  few  hundred 
dollars  on  a  nice  file  of  back  issues  of  The  Numismatist.  This 
should  get  you  most  if  not  all  of  the  issues  from  the  1 950s  to  date 
including  Sam’s  two-cent  piece  study.  Going  through  these 
issue-by-issue  is  a  lot  of  fun,  and  you'll  have  an  increased 
awareness  of  what  our  hobby  is  all  about.  The  Numismatist  was 
first  published  in  1 888,  and  issues  from  1 888  to  about  1  894  are 
quite  rare  today.  A  complete  set  from  the  mid- 1890s  to  date 
costs  several  thousand  dollars  and,  in  our  opinion,  is  a  bargain 
at  that.  Just  about  any  seller  of  out-of-print  numismatic  books 
would  be  happy  to  take  your  “want  list’  for  a  set. 

ft  1  ft 

CATALYST:  At  a  recent  dinner  with  a  local  educator  and  his 
wife  we  learned  that  the  couple  had  met  at  a  reception  years  ago 
when  one  mentioned  the  work  of  an  obscure  (to  us)  Russian 
composer,  and  the  other  said  she  enjoyed  the  music  and  could 
discuss  several  compositions.  Another  friend  met  his  wife  when 
she  answered  a  telephone  number  dialed  by  mistake. 
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TIMS  &  THAT 


BES  r  SELLER:  l'he  first  printing  of  the  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.:  king  of  C  oins,  sold  out  quickly,  and  as  these  words  are  being 
written,  copies  of  the  second  printing  have  just  been  received  by  our 
Publications  Department.  If  you  have  a  back-order,  we  hope  you’ll 
hnd  the  wait  to  have  been  worthwhile  when  you  read  the  book.  One 
well-known  dealer  liked  it  so  much  that  he  ordered  five  additional 
copies. 

t  t  Jt 

OUR  HEARTFELT  THANKS  to  Numismatic  News,  Coin  World, 
COINage,  and  Coins  magazine  for  the  nice  “spreads”  on  our  Eliasberg 
Collection  sale.  Tis  very  much  appreciated. 

u  jt  It 

IT’S  ALWAYS  FUN  to  look  through  an  unsorted  group  of  old 
coins.  The  other  day  when  we  were  having  lunch  the  proprietor  of  the 
restaurant  brought  several  well-worn  Morgan  silver  dollars,  a  few  worn 
Indian  cents,  and  some  other  pieces,  total  value  less  than  $50,  but  quite 
interesting  to  look  at,  as  no  numismatist  had  ever  viewed  them  before. 
One  was  an  1888-0  dollar  worn  almost 
smooth,  which  prompted  us  to  think  of 
what  stories  it  could  tell  if  it  could  only 
speak. 

FREE  PIZZA:  David  Hall,  leading 
light  of  the  Professional  Coin  Grading 
Service,  said  that  if  we  would  put  up  a 
banner  saying  “Pizza  Courtesy  of  PCGS” 
at  the  lot  viewing  for  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  sale,  PCGS  would  foot  the  bill.  We 
declined,  but  are  appreciative  of  the  offer. 

Speaking  of  pizza,  did  you  know  that  this 
food  treat  was  virtually  or  possibly  even 
completely  unknown  in  the  United  States  until  after  World  War  II. 
While  watching  a  take  from  a  grade  B  movie  (or  was  it  grade  C)  the 
other  day,  the  scenario,  set  in  a  dining  room  in  the  1930s,  had  the 
family  enjoying  pizza.  Wanted:  historical  research  director. 

It  Jt  It 

GLOBAL  WARMING,  where  are  you  when  we  need  you?  We 
could  have  used  some  this  winter,  which  saw  over  1 00  inches  of  snow, 
the  most  in  over  a  century.  In  fact,  you  have  to  go  back  in  the  weather 
records  to  1873  to  find  a  deeper  accumulation. 

1  It  It 

RARITIES:  While  San  Francisco  Mint  Lincoln  cents  may  be 
plentiful  in  circulation  on  the  West  Coast,  they  are  rarities  here  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  a  year  of  looking  through  pocket  change  typically  will 
not  yield  a  single  example.  No  half  dollars  in  circulation  around  here 
either,  but  lots  of  quarter  dollars — the  latter  seemingly  the  largest  coin 
of  the  realm. 

i  It  Jt 

COLLECTORS  are  in  the  market  in  full  force,  and  investors — 
what  are  they?  It’s  a  funny  thing  that  investors  are  most  often  seen  when 
prices  are  rapidly  rising  or  at  a  peak  (self-fulfilling  prophecy?)  but  are 
scarce  when  the  market  offers  lots  of  really  good  buys. 

It  It  It 

LOTS  OF  COIN  OFFERS  are  floating  around  in  mail-order 
offerings  of  Sears  and  other  mass  merchandisers.  Most  such  offers 
give  little  in  the  way  of  numismatic  information  (such  as  what 
specific  grades  the  coins  are  in),  but  concentrate  on  romance  and 
rarity.  Anyway,  hopefully  some  buyers  of  such  “rare”  sets  and 


collections  will  discover  the  mainstream  of  numismatics  and  be¬ 
come  numismatists. 

It  It  It 

PUBLIC  OUTREACH  is  important  to  the  development  of  new 
collectors.  Time  was  when  the  late  Robert  Friedberg  ran  several  dozen 
leased  coin  boutiques  in  leading  department  stores.  These  sold  coins, 
albums,  books,  magnifying  glasses,  and  other  items  and  introduced  a 
lot  of  people  to  the  hobby.  Jacques  Minkus  operated  a  bunch  of  leased 
coin  (and  stamp)  departments  as  well. 

It  It  Jt 

OBSCURE  PLACES:  Every  so  often  someone  writes  in  to  say  that 
he  or  she  found  a  copy  of  one  of  our  catalogues  on  a  cruise  ship,  in  an 
airline  seat  pocket,  in  an  antique  wooden  chest  bought  at  auction  -(these 
are  actual  examples),  and  other  places.  Now  comes  a  note  from  S.L.S. 
who  said  she  learned  about  us  by  reading  a  copy  of  one  of  our  auction 
catalogues  in  the  waiting  room  of  her  dentist.  A  few  minutes  later,  a 
discussion  of  coins  (plus  Novocain,  we  presume)  helped  time  pass 

pleasantly  when  a  cavity  was  being  filled. 

It  Jt  Jt 

1883  ERROR?:  ReaderC.H.  recently 
wrote  concerning  our  comment  on  page 
1 5  of  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review  that  the 
omission  of  the  word  CENTS  on  rhe 
reverse  of  the  original  1 883  nickel  was  a 
“Mint  design  error,"  noting  that  certain 
pattern  coins  also  omitted  the  word 
CENTS.  We  stand  by  our  feeling  that 
this  indeed  was  an  error — -one  of  the 
oversight  type.  It  was  an  oversight  which 
caused  problems  when  members  of  the 
public  gold-plated  the  coins — which 
merely  gave  the  value  as  “V" — and  attempted  to  pass  them  off  as  $5 
gold  pieces. 

It  It  It 

OUR  GOVERNMENT  IN  ACTION:  A  memorandum  issued  by 
the  US  Department  of  Agriculture,  Western  Region,  Inspection  Op¬ 
erations,  recently  quoted  by  Dave  Barry  in  his  International  Herald 
Tribune  column,  noted  that  employees  of  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  were  cautioned:  “This  is  to  remind  all  personnel  of  the  danger  and 
inadvisability  of  engaging  in  activities  commonly  referred  to  as  ‘horse¬ 
play.’  ”  Dave  Barry,  investigative  reporter  that  he  is,  contacted  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  spoke  with  a  public  relations  specialist 
who  stated,  and  we  quote,  “On  rare  occasions,  poultry  and  meat 
inspectors,  as  well  as  plant  employees,  will  become  bored  and  flip  meat 
and  poultry  organs  at  each  other.  In  the  poultry  plants,  they  will  flip 
spleens,  in  the  red-meat  plants,  they  will  flip  lymph  nodes.”  The  public 
relations  officer  stressed,  “There  is  absolutely  no  danger  in  terms  of 
food  safety,”  but  “when  they  walk  on  the  floor  where  these  organs  fall, 
they  could  slip.” 

It  It  It 

FOLLOWING  A  TRADITION  begun  in  1941,  the  Western 
Reserve  Numismatic  Club,  Cleveland,  has  counterstamped  many 
different  coins  with  its  club  logo  to  celebrate  its  75th  anniversary. 
Among  the  coins  so  marked  were  2 1  specimens  of  the  1 936  Cleveland 
Centennial  half  dollar.  Related  counterstamps  were  made  in  1941 
(20th  anniversary)  and  1971.  Readers  seeking  information  or  photos 
can  write  to  the  club  at  Post  Office  Box  470036,  Broadview  Heights, 
OH  44147.  (Numismatic  News) 
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1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 


franklin  Hall  llullars 


1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 55 

1949- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  75 

1949- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 

around  the  rims . 265 

1951- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  70 

1951- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1952  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning . 42 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1953  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1953  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  and  gray  toning.49 
1953  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1953-D  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 13 

1953-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1953- S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1954  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for . 135 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1954-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1954-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  .24 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1955  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning . 24 

1957  MS-63  (ANACS) . 12 

1957-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1958  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1959  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22 

1959  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1959-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Brilliant . 115 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1960  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1960- D  MS-63  Brilliant . 1  5 

1961  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1961- D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 25 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1962- D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 32 

1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1963  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-65  (PCGS) . ’..14 

1963  Prool-63.  B  rilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . Z~84 

1963  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 20 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 10 


Silver  Dollars 

In  this  issue:  Silver  dollars  are  always  in  the  spot¬ 
light  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  In  this  issue 
we  offer  a  really  nice  selection  from  the  early  issues 
onward,  among  which  are  many  new  purchases 
(check  the  dazzling  1856  Proof)!!). 

If  silver  dollars  are  your  specialty,  and  quality  is 
what  you  seek,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place.  En¬ 
joy  our  selection.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 


Draped  Bust  Dollars 

Small  Eagle  Reverse 


1797  Bowers-Borckardt-72.  9x7  Stars.  Small 
Letters.  VG-10.  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing.  Scarce  year . 2,095 

The  1797  silver  dollar  with  Small  Letters  reverse  is  one 
of  the  most  famous  issues  recorded  in  auction  and  other  nu¬ 
mismatic  literature  over  the  years.  In  particular,  great  praise 
has  been  given  to  its  rarity,  with  some  knowledgeable  ob¬ 
servers  suggesting  a  population  of  as  few  as  20  pieces.  Dave 
Bowers  and  Mark  Borckardt — who  collaborated  on  the  1794- 
1804  silver  dollar  section  of  Dave  Bowers’  now  out  of  print 
two-volume  book,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia ,  believe  the  population  to  be 
several  multiples  of  20,  but  still  it  qualifies  as  being  fairly 
elusive.  Nearly  all  specimens  show  significant  wear. 

The  Small  Letters  reverse  die  used  to  produce  this  coin 
is  arguably  the  most  interesting  of  the  early  dollar  series,  for 
itwas  mated  with  obverses  dated  1795,  1796,  1797  (as  here), 
and  1798! 


Guaran  teed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


Attractive  1797  Dollar 


1797  BB-73.  9x7  Stars.  Large  Letters.  EF-40.  A 

very  nice  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular 
date . 3,650 

There  are  three  die  varieties  of  the  1797  silver  dollar — 
BB-71, 72,  and  73 — and  all  are  generally  seen  in  grades  be¬ 
low  EF.  For  many  years  the  1797  has  had  a  special  cachet  as 
a  scarce  date. 

1798  BB-108.  10  Arrows.  Heraldic  Eagle.  EF-40. 

Light  gray  surfaces.  A  pleasing  specimen  of  this 
issue . 995 

1800  BB-193.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  issue . 1,595 

Liberty  Sealed  Dollars 

1840  EF-45  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Liberty 

Seated  dollar.  One  of  our  many  new  silver  dol¬ 
lar  purchases.  Harder  to  find  than  conven¬ 
tional  wisdom  suggests;  at  least,  pieces  in  EF 
or  finer  grade  seem  to  be  rare  when  we  search 
for  them .  575 

1841  AU-53  (PCGS).  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade .  625 

1843  AU-55  (PCGS) . 695 

1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Only  issue  with  “quad 

stripes”  in  obverse  shield.  Rare  date.  Just  pur¬ 
chased  on  our  recent  buying  trip . 1,350 

The  obverse  die  is  doubled  on  all  business  strikes  of  this 
date  (but  not  Proofs),  causing  each  vertical  stripe  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  shield  to  have  four  elements  instead  of  the  usual 
three. 

1845  VF-35.  Scarce  date.  Just  purchased . 475 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example. 
Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  a  1 848  Liberty  Seated  dollar  of  this 
remarkable  quality. .  5,650 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  |ust 
1 5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 
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Very  Rare  1854  Dollar 


Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 


Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the 
most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  ex¬ 
ported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity, 
and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  landmark. 
Proofs  were  struck  in  limited  numbers  for  col¬ 
lectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of  these, 
the  present  specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest  to 
survive.  The  surfaces  are  toned  a  light  golden 
hue  over  deep  mirror  background.  The  strike  is 
needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay  twice  our 
price,  we  doubt  if  you  could  find  this  coin’s 
equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  finest  cabinet 
of  silver  dollars.  Just  purchased! . 29,875 


Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 
An  ideal  combination  of  high  technical  grade, 
high  rarity,  and  excellent  aesthetic  appeal— all 
you  could  desire  in  a  classic  1858  dollar.  I  he 


1858  stands  alone  as  the  single  Philadelphia 
Mint  Liberty  Seated  dollar  struck  only  in  Proof 
finish;  no  examples  were  ever  made  for  circula¬ 
tion . 9,950 

Using  the  estimate  of  300  Proofs,  the  production  figure 
is  approximately  one-third  of  that  of  the  famous  1895  Proof 
Morgan  dollar,  and  as  it  was  minted  several  decades  earlier, 
attrition  has  increased  the  difference  even  more. 

The  production  number  for  1858  Proof  dollars  is  not 
known.  For  many  years  it  was  given  as  80  coins,  but  more 
recently  the  estimate  has  been  nudged  upward.  A  contempo¬ 
rary  letter  stated  it  to  be  210  coins.  The  amount  is  probably 
somewhere  between  that  figure  and  300  or  so. 

1859  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  silver 
surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Very 
sharp .  1,195 

MS-63  1859  Dollar 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 


1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  superb  coin,  brilliant 
with  attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  From  an 
aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  nicer  than  some  you 
will  see  at  the  Proof-64  or  ever  Proof-65  level — 
as  you  will  notice  when  you  open  your  package 
from  us.  Highly  important  as  a  rare  date  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its  quality.  . 3,975 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can 
match  Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  estab- 
lished  our  reputation  through  honesty, 
courtesy,  selection,  award-winning  publi¬ 
cations,  and  service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be  enjoy 
dealing  with. 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and  blue 
toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of  the  fin¬ 
est  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly  prized  date. 
A  rarity  in  any  and  all  grades.  Another  of  the 
many  new  purchases  listed  in  this  issue.  .  6,350 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  of  1 86 1-1 869  are  all  scarce, 
and  in  Mint  State  they  are  significant  rarities.  The  present 
offering  is  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  presented. 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly 
all  high-grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs; 
AU  and  Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rari¬ 
ties .  1,450 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 


1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  some¬ 
what  prooflike,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  Another  outstanding  coin  lor  the 
Liberty  Seated  connoisseur . 4,950 


Page  46 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  112 


Choice  Proof  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  beautiful,  brilliant  coin  with  at¬ 
tractive  light  toning.  You’ll  like  this  one!  2,850 
1871  EF-45 . 475 

Morgan  Dollars 

In  this  issue:  On  our  recent  buying  trip,  and  also 
here  at  the  office,  we  have  been  buying  all  of  the 
nice  Morgan  dollars  we  can  find.  In  this  issue  you 
will  find  a  very  wide  selection  ranging  from  inex¬ 
pensive  varieties  to  landmark  rarities. 

Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most  interesting 
American  series,  and  they  are  the  one  19th-cen¬ 
tury  series  in  which  a  significant  collection  of  Mint 
State  coins  can  be  acquired  for  under  $  1 00  per  coin. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  your  Morgan  dollar 
collection,  this  listing  will  give  you  the  chance  to 
fill  in  many  blank  spaces.  If  you're  an  advanced 
collector,  check  some  of  our  rarer  pieces.  Either 


way,  we  know  you  II  really  like  our  quality! 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 935 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  B  rilliant . 1 19 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  .119 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 995 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 189 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 189 

1878-CC  MS-63. (ANACS).  Brilliant . 105 

1878-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 105 

1878-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 90 

1878-CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 90 

1878- S  MS-65 . 260 

1879  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1879- 0  MS-63 . 169 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1879-S  MS-65.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1879-S  MS-65 . 133 

1879-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1879- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 27 

1880  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1 880- CC  Reverse  of  1 878.  80/79.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant,  sharp  and  frosty.  Whenever  we  see  a 
sharply  struck  gem  such  as  this,  we  buy  it!  SPE¬ 
CIAL  OPPORTUNITY: . 615 


This  variety,  distinguished  by  having  a  parallel  top  feather 
to  the  arrow  on  the  reverse,  is  about  five  times  rarer  than  the 


regular  (with  slanting  top  feather)  issue. 

1 880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  8/7.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 559 

1 880-CC  VAM-6.  Rarity-4.  8/Low  7.  Small  CC. 

MS-65  (PCGS) . . 615 

1 880-CC  MS-65.  Always  in  demand . 6 1  5 

1 880-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1 880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1 880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1 880-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 170 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,675 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 345 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 285 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 285 

1880-S  MS-65,  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 149 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1880- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1881  MS-65.  Brilliant . 850 

1881  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 409 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Bril¬ 
liant . 249 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Peripheral  toning  mostly  on  the 

obverse  in  light  rainbow  colors . 205 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning . 205 

1881-S  MS-66  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 325 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1881-S  MS-64.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 65 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1 88 1-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently 
bought  a  really  nice  group  of  these.  Buy  one  for 
only . 34 

1881- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 26 

1882  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1 882- CC  MS-65 . 269 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 100 

1 882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 77 

1882-0  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at  this 

level . 875 

1882-0  MS-64.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 135 

1882-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 
curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant.  ..  1 ,250 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 

1882- S  MS  (w  Brilliant . 52 

1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1883  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1883  MS-64.  Prooflike . 115 

1883  MS-64,  Pl.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Prooflike . 105 


HARRYFORMAN 
remembers  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 


The  following  letter,  lightly  edited,  is  from 
well-known  Philadelphia  dealer  Harry  J. 
Forman  and  provides  additional  insights  on 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  whose  unique  collection 
we  are  in  the  process  of  selling. 

“I  guess  you  were  surprised  to  learn  that 
Lou  Eliasberg  and  I  were  good  friends,  but 
remember,  I  had  banking  connections  in 
Baltimore  in  the  late  50s  and  early  60s.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  during  the  great  rush  for  T  rea- 
sury-sealed  bags  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in 
the  early  1 960s,  I  got  my  New  Orleans  dollars 
through  the  Baltimore  Reserve  Bank. 

“I  would  often  visit  Lou  at  his  office  in 
the  Munsey  Building  and  talk  coin  talk  with 
him.  Once  I  played  middleman  to  get  him 
1,000  Uncirculated  Saint-Gaudens  double 
eagles  from  Lentex,  an  importer  of  plati¬ 
num,  whom  1  turned  into  a  gold  importer.  I 
also  recall  getting  a  bunch  of  1854-S  $20s 
from  Lentex  in  an  unrelated  transaction. 

“I  recall  discussing  the  1955  Doubled  Die 


cent  with  Lou.  He  was  intrigued  with  the 
variety,  but  he  did  not  want  to  buy  it,  as  it 
would  mean  having  to  modify  his  beautiful 
display  holders  for  Lincoln  cents.  That  is  the 
reason  some  of  his  common  Morgan  dollars 
are  not  Uncirculated.  He  had  acquired  these 
years  earlier,  and  in  the  1960s  when  many 
Uncirculated  pieces  came  on  the  market,  his 
collection  had  already  been  completed,  and 
he  did  not  want  to  be  bothered  opening  and 
changing  the  inexpensive  coins. 

“Someday  at  lunch  I  will  tell  you  more 
stories  like  the  time  I  bet  my  business  partners 
Ruth  Bauer  and  DonTaxay,  that  no  matter  how 
busy  Lou  Eliasberg  was,  he  would  stop  what  he 
was  doing  and  take  the  three  of  us  to  lunch  if  we 
stopped  by  for  a  visit.  I  won  the  bet. 

“1  really  enjoyed  the  book  vou  wrote,  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins,  and  I  would 
like  to  order  another  for  a  friend.  Please 
autograph  it  and  send  it  along  with  a  bill. 
“Sincerely,” 

— Harry 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 92 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1883- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 

1884  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1884- CC  MS-65 . 210 

1884-CC  MS-64 . 91 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1 884-0  MS-64.  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Brilliant.  1 1 5 
1 884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  ll  send  you  a  really 

nice  one  from  a  group  we  recently  bought. 

Each: .  33 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 


Rare  1884-S  Dollar 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Sharp  strike.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 


the  series  at  this  level . 4,895 

1884- S  AU-58 . 895 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1885- CC  MS-64 . .255 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Deep  mirror  proof  like.  Bril¬ 
liant .  275 

1885-CC  MS-63 . 239 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  239 

1885-CC  MS-62 . 235 

1885-0  MS-65 . 135 

1885-0  MS-64.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 59 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1885-0  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 33 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1885-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 175 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 175 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 126 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-64 . 49 

1886  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 49 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 24 

1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 


I  886-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 


grade .  850 

1886-S  MS-64.  Scarce  so  Pine.  Brilliant . 575 

1886-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1886- S  MS-60.  Prooflike . 165 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1887  MS-65 . 135 

1887  MS-64.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning.  .49 
1887  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1887-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 509 

1887-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1887- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 89 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1888- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1888-0  MS-64,  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Bril¬ 
liant . 399 

1888-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 550 

1888-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheral 

toning . 550 

1888-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 405 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


1891-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 185 

1891-CC  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 185 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1891- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 840 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  issues  of  the  era . 625 

1892- CC  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 910 

1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 530 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 595 

1892- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 595 

1893  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 

elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollars  at  this 
grade  level . '.  1 ,350 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 849 

1893  AU-55 . 225 

1893- CC  MS-61.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,475 

1893-CC  EF-40 . 395 

1893-CC  VF-20 . 185 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 665 

1893-0  AU-50 . 535 

1893-0  EF-45 . 249 

1893-0  VF-20 . 119 


Key  1889-CC  Dollar 


1889-CC  AU-50  (ANACS).  The  key  Carson  City 


silver  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series . 2,950 

1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 619 

1889-S  MS-64.  Attractive  golden  toning  on  the 

peripheries.  Brilliant . 345 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 345 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 189 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 129 

1889- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1890  MS-64 . 169 

1890- CC  MS-63 . 395 

1 890-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 92 

1890-0  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 140 

1890-S  MS-65-  Brilliant . 775 

1890-S  MS-64,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,295 

1890-S  MS-64 . 165 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS) . 525 

1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 62 

1890- S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  195 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 750 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  issue . 575 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 


1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 


and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 

lustre  remain . 595 

1894  EF-45 . 385 

1894-0  Morgan  Dollar 
1894-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 3,075 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco 
Mint  issue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a 
particularly  choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends 


here!  . 3,295 

1895-S  AU-50 . 795 

1896  MS-65 . 159 


Fax  Your  Order ! 
(603)  569-5319 
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UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  COINS 

- - - - - - - I 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more 
frost,  lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen. 
An  exceptional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  view¬ 
point . 2,150 

1896-0  MS-60.  Attractive  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 
ing . 765 

1896-0  AU-53 . 126 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 112 

1896- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  issue . 410 

1897  MS-64.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 155 

1897- 0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 98 

1897-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of 

this  popular  San  Francisco  issue . 509 

1897-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 88 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant . 37 


1898-0  MS-65.  Proof  like.  Brilliant . 159 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  yellow  toning.  130 

1898-0  MS-64.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 85 

1898-0  MS-64 . 49 

1898-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . .49 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1898-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 489 

1898- S  MS-63.  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1899  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1899- 0  MS-64 . 49 

1899-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1899- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1900  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1,325 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently 
bought  a  small  group  (three  pieces),  all  selected 

gems,  and  can  offer  you  one  for:  . 1 ,325 

1900-O/CC.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1900-0/CC.  MS-63 . 335 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1900-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Beautiful  Gem  1901  Dollar 


1901  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 
with  light  golden  and  iridescent  toning.  Of  ex¬ 
ceptional  importance  as  a  date.  A  Mint  State 
coin  in  comparable  grade  would  cost  many 
thousands  of  dollars  more!  An  ideal  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  this  exceedingly  elusive  (in  high 

grades)  Philadelphia  Mint  issue . 4,750 

1901  Proof-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An  end- 
run,  so  to  speak,  for  the  buyer  seeking  a  high- 
level  1901 . 1,895 


Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  Si 


1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 


grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 

ends  right  here . 4,325 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin, 

well  struck . 1,995 

1901  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 1 ,995 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 560 

1901  AU-53 . 309 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 309 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS) . 269 

1901-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1901-0  MS-64.  Proof  like.  Brilliant . 95 

1901-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  .53 

1901-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 750 

1901-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 320 

1901- S  AU-53 . 140 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS) . 475 

1902-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1902-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 
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It  seems  a  bit  unusual  that  the  back  of  the  Coin  Collectors  of  the  United  States 
Illustrated  Guide,  published  by  A.M.  Smith,  January  1886,  should  feature  an  adver¬ 
tisement  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad — hardly  numismatic  one  might  say. 
However,  perhaps  this  was  because  the  family  of  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  coin  collector 
extraordinaire,  were  main  factors  in  the  operation  of  the  line.  From  1979  to  1981,  we 
sold  at  public  auction  the  memorable  cabinet  formed  by  Garrett,  consigned  to  us  by 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  the  owners  at  the  time. 
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1902- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1902  S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 175 

1903  MS-65 . 199 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 

1903  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1903- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 359 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 325 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant . 465 

1904  MS-60.  Brilliant . 63 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 133 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 34 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 


Key  date . 2,950 

1904-S  AU-50 . 535 

1904-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Hard  to  find  at  all  high 

grade  levels . 535 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 


Morgan 
Silver  Hollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  7/8  TF 

280 

1 878-CC 

105 

189 

995 

1  1878-S 

37 

260 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1879 

37 

99 

1879-0 

169 

425 

1879-S 

133 

1880 

85 

1880-CC 

189 

259 

615 

1880-0 

345 

1675 

1880-S 

34 

49 

135 

1881 

85 

850 

1881-CC 

239 

409 

1881-S 

34 

49 

135 

1882 

56 

475 

1882-CC 

77 

100 

269 

1882-0 

875 

1882-S 

34 

52 

130 

1883 

53 

140 

1883-CC 

68 

92 

215 

1883-0 

49 

133 

1883-S 

1540 

1884 

56 

235 

1884-CC 

68 

91 

210 

1884-0 

33 

135 

1885 

35 

133 

1885-CC 

239 

255 

475 

1885-0 

33 

49 

135 

1885-S 

175 

399 

1886 

33 

49 

135 

1886-S 

265 

575 

1887 

49 

135 

1887-0 

335 

1887-S 

169 

509 

1888 

53 

175 

1888-0 

56 

465 

1888-S 

255 

550 

1889 

35 

53 

405 

1889-0 

619 

1889-S 

345 

1890 

169 

1890-CC 

395 

850 

3795 

1890-0 

210 

1890-S 

165 

775 

1891 

750 

1891-CC 

295 

575 

1891-0 

840 

1892 

295 

625 

1892-CC 

910 

1892-0 

595 

1893 

849 

1350 

1894-0 

3075 

1894-S 

1485 

1896 

49 

1897-S 

509 

1898 

37 

53 

210 

1898-0 

49 

130 

1898-S 

489 

1899 

105 

169 

550 

1899-0 

35 

49 

1899-S 

475 

1900 

35 

49 

185 

1900-0 

53 

135 

1900-0/CC 

335 

475 

1325 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1900-S 

295 

1395 

1901-0 

35 

53 

210 

1901-S 

750 

1902 

525 

1902-0 

49 

140 

1902-S 

535 

1903 

45 

63 

199 

1903-0 

185 

359 

1904 

465 

1904-0 

34 

49 

133 

1904-S 

2950 

1921  Morgan 

140 

1921-D 

'309 

1921-S 

126 

l*oa€e  Dollars 

In  this  issue:  We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  issues, 


particularly  at  the  Mint  State  level. 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1921  Peace.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 98 

1921  Peace.  AU-50 . 84 

1922  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1922  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 24 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  . . 560 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 320 

1923  MS-65 . 165 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 50 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS) . 50 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 18 

1923- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,695 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,695 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1923- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 53 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1924- S  MS-62 . 185 

1925  MS-64 . 50 

1925  MS-63 . 24 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 650 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 


Quite  Surprised 

This  is  from  H.M.: 

“Thank  you  for  the  beautiful  1883-0 
dollar.  At  your  low  price  I  was  quite  sur¬ 
prised  to  receive  such  quality.  I  now  have 
1 1  different  dates  and  mintmarks  in  my 
collection.  No  rare  ones  yet,  but  I  like  them 
all. 

“You  can  be  sure  that  all  of  the  rest  will 
come  from  Bowers  and  Merena  over  a 
period  of  time,  as  I  can  afford  to  buy 
them.” 
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1926-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 725 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 

1926-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,050 

1926-S  MS-64 . 195 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,650 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1 927- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 699 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 162 

1927-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 140 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue,  yet 

priced  at  only . 140 

1927-S  MS-64 . 819 

I, 

MS-65  1928  Peace  Dollar 

1928  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Quality  such  as  this  is  very 

elusive.  A  marvelous  gem! . 2,650 

1928  MS-64.  A  brilliant  and  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 599 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  the  sat¬ 
iny  surface  characteristic  of  this  date.  Lowest 

mintage  regular  issue  in  the  series . 315 

1928  AU-50 . 154 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,365 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 245 

1934-D  MS-63 . 205 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 87 

1934-D  MS-60 . 70 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the 
Peace  dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece 

of  your  collection . 3,795 

1 934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  series.  1 ,725 

1934-S  MS-61 . 1,325 

1934-S  MS-60 . 1,195 


1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 420 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 795 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . "’"l75 

1935  MS-63 . 73 

1935  MS-60.  Brilliant . 42 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,065 

1935-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 126 


Ponce  Dollars 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

230 

1922 

24 

50 

165 

1922-D 

60 

560 

1922-S 

320 

1923 

24 

50 

165 

1923-D 

275 

1695 

1923-S 

295 

1924 

53 

1924-S 

465 

1925 

24 

50 

168 

1925-S 

119 

1926 

71 

425 

1926-D 

230 

725 

1926-S 

195 

1050 

1927 

98 

335 

2650 

1927-D 

239 

699 

1927-S 

819 

1928 

315 

599 

2650 

1928-S 

350 

1295 

1934 

245 

1365 

1935 

73 

175 

795 

1935-S 

245 

399 

1065 

Traill1  Hollars 


In  this  issue:  We  like  trade  dollars,  and  it  shows! 
We  are  always  looking  for  nice  pieces  and  buy  all 
we  can  if  the  quality  is  there  and  the  price  is  rea¬ 
sonable. 

Use  this  offering  to  begin  a  collection  of  this  very 
historical  series  or  to  add  to  the  collection  you  al¬ 
ready  have.  Either  way,  some  nice  coins  will  be  ar¬ 
riving  in  your  mailbox  very  soon! 

Quick  guide  to  trade  dollar  types: 

Type  I  obverse  used  1 873-1 876:  Ribbon  ends  be¬ 
low  LIBERTY  point  toward  the  left. 

Type  II  obverse  used  1876-1885:  Ribbon  ends 
below  LIBERTY  point  downward. 

Type  I  reverse  used  1 873-1 876:  Berry  under  eagles 
claw. 

Type  II  reverse  used  1875-1885:  No  berry  under 
eagles  claw. 

1873- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  classic  trade  dollar  for  only . 528 

1874- S  MS-63.  Large  mintmark.  A  superb  coin. 


brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Quality,  quality, 
quality!  The  trade  dollar  specialist  will  really 

enjoy  owning  this  one . 1 ,995 

1874-S  MS-63  (PC X IS).  Large  S  mintmark.  1 ,995 

I  hrce  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  lor  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874-S  Small  S.  MS-61  (PCGS) . 625 


1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  One  of  the 
hard  to  find  issues  in  Proof  format.  Lightly 
toned  and  very  attractive.  You'll  like  this 

one! . 2,295 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous . 995 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 425 

1875-S/CC  AU-50.  An  attractive  specimen  of 
the  only  overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar 
series .  1,295 


Pyramid  Power 

Numismatics  is  like  a  pyramid:  Big  at 
the  bottom  and  small  at  the  top,  and  quite 
solid  as  a  result  of  this  structure. 

Beginning  collectors  form  the  base  of 
our  hobby — and  while  such  things  as 
$  1 00,000  rarities  are  very  exciting  to  handle 
and  watch  be  sold,  the  fact  remains  that  it 
is  the  tens  of  thousands  of  “silent”  collec¬ 
tors,  including  beginners,  who  do  not  make 
news  headlines,  who  do  indeed  furnish  the 
strength  of  the  hobby.  These  are  the  people 
who  buy  books,  volunteer  for  club  activi¬ 
ties,  “talk  coins”  to  local  organizations, 
look  through  their  pocket  change,  and 
enjoy  the  hobby  to  its  fullest  extent. 

In  any  dynamic  hobby  there  must  be 
beginners  as  well  as  advanced  collectors.  I 
like  to  think  of  numismatics  as  a  pyra¬ 
mid — with  hundreds  of  thousands  if  not 
millions  at  the  base,  progressing  upward  as 
knowledge  and  experience  are  gained,  be¬ 
coming  members  of  numismatic  associa¬ 
tions,  subscribing  to  the  numerous  coin 
periodicals,  and  then  near  the  top  of  the 
pyramid,  resting  on  the  laurels  of  having 
spent  many  years  enjoying  their  hobby 
and,  if  inclination  and  finances  permit, 
buying  a  few  rarities. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Who  Was  That f 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different  numismatic  person¬ 
alities,  some  well  known,  others  less  so.  How  many  can  you 
identify?  Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven 
or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get 
nine  or  10  correct,  and  you  should  consider  writing  Who's  Who 
in  Numismatics. 

1  •  Founder  of  the  publishing  empire  (dozens  of  magazines 
and  reference  books)  that  bears  his  name,  he  launched  his 
flagship  periodical,  Numismatic  News,  in  1952.  From  his  home 
base  in  Iola,  Wisconsin,  he  sallies  forth  to  attend  coin  shows  and 
other  areas  of  interest,  including  collecting  World  War  II 
vehicles. 

a.  Henry  Morgenthau.  c.  Timothy  Dexter. 

b.  Chester  Krause.  d.  Jacob  Cheris. 

2*  II  an  award  for  being  the  numismatic  P.T.  Barnum  of 
the  1 900- 1 9 1 5  era  were  given,  certainly  he  would  be  among  the 
foremost  contenders.  This  man,  who  hailed  from  Tyrone, 
Pennsylvania,  was  slight  ol  build,  but  made  up  for  it  by  assuming 
a  great  stature  in  numismatics  including  operating  concessions 
at  expositions  (he  sold  the  famous  1 9 1 5-S  Panama-Pacific  coins, 
for  example),  being  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  and  even  at  one  time  personally  owning  The 
Numismatist.  Today,  the  ANA  names  its  highest  award  for  him. 

a.  John  Gault.  c.  Oscar  G.  Schilke. 

b.  William  Ewing  DuBois.  d.  Farran  Zerbe. 

3»  He  made  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  famous  as  the 
keystone  of  his  national  advertising  campaign  for  many  years. 

a.  B.  Max  Mehl.  c.  Alexandre  Vattemare. 

b.  Judge  Sewall  Avery.  d.  Colin  Kelly. 


the  needs  of  the  collecting  community,  she  was  a 
frequent  guest  at  numismatic  functions. 

a.  Donna  Pope.  c.  Virginia  Culver. 

b.  Molly  Stark,  d.  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross. 

Photographing  nearly  nude  men  was  one 
of  his  research  activities,  psychiatry  was  his  profes¬ 
sion,  and  along  the  way  he  developed  a  numerical 
grading  system  for  early  U.S.  large  cents.  One 
could  find  him  in  and  near  Columbia  University  in 
New  York  City,  or  on  an  occasional  foray  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  where  he  is  said  to 
have  admired  certain  coins  in  its  cabinet.  Such 
words  and  phrases  as  “ectomorph,”  “basal  value,” 
“mesomorph,”  and  “condition  census”  were  part  of  his  vocabulary. 

a.  Lyman  Haynes  Low.  c.  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon. 

b.  Augustus  G.  Heaton.  d.  Collis  P.  Huntington. 

7  •  In  Ohio  this  gentleman,  publisher  ofthe  Sidney  Daily  News, 
decided  to  start  a  hobby  newspaper  and  narrowed  the  list  of 
categories  down  to  antiques,  bowling,  and  coins.  The  last  was  the 
winner,  and  his  weekly  Coin  World  was  launched  in  1960  with  D. 
Wayne  Johnson  as  editor,  followed  by  a  long  stint  by  Margo  Russell, 
then  the  present  occupant  of  the  editor’s  chair,  Beth  Deisher. 

a.  T.  Wellington  Braithwaite.  c.  Jim  Johnson. 

b.  George  Heath,  M.D.  d.  J.  Oliver  Amos. 

8.  This  American  president  thought  that  United  States  coinage 
designs  paled  in  significance  and  beauty  when  compared  to  ancient 
Greek  issues  and  sought  to  do  something  about  it.  He  arranged 
contact  with  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America’s  best  known  sculp¬ 
tor,  and  commissioned  him  to  redesign  everything  from  the  cent  to 
the  $20  gold  piece.  Today,  he  is  remembered  for  his  interest  in 
coinage  and  its  successful  conclusion  with  Saint-Gaudens’  1 907  $  1 0 
and  $20  as  well  as  for  such  terms,  words,  and  items  as  “bully,” 
Sagamore  Hill,  Rough  Riders,  daughter  Alice,  a  little  bear  tied  to  a 
tree,  Great  White  Fleet,  cigars,  and  books  about  the  American  West. 

a.  William  McKinley.  c.  Woodrow  Wilson. 

b.  Theodore  Roosevelt.  d.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 

9  •  According  to  popular  legend,  this  young  girl  was  the  model 
for  the  1858  Indian  cent  patterns  and,  later,  the  Indian  cents  from 
1 859  to  1 909.  Whether  she  was  or  not  has  been  debated  for  nearly 
a  century  and  a  half,  but  it  makes  a  nice  story. 

a.  Sarah  Longacre.  c.  Mary  Cunningham. 

b.  Red  Wing.  d.  Davida  Clark. 


4.  He  collected  stamps  (and  had  all  100  of  the  1918  24<f 
“Jenny”  inverts),  owned  a  railroad  or  two,  had  an  automobile 
with  a  commode  built  into  the  back  seat,  lived  in  Massachusetts, 
was  the  son  of  a  woman  known  as  “The  Witch  of  Wall  Street,” 
liked  $5  gold  half  eagles  and  had  a  huge  group  of  them,  had 
several  1 838-0  half  dollars,  and  at  one  time  owned  all  five  of  the 
five  known  1913  Liberty  Head  nickels.  Many  items  from  his 
estate  were  handled  by  Burdette  G.  Johnson  of  St.  Louis. 

a.  Spencer  M.  Clark.  c.  Col.  E.H.R.  Green. 

b.  Oliver  Bosbyshell.  d.  Lucius  Beebe. 

•  Under  her  watch  as  director  of  the  Mint  the  1982 
Washington  commemorative  half  dollars  were  launched  as  were 
the  1986  Statue  of  Liberty  coins  and  many  others.  Attentive  to 


•  This  well-known  and  well-liked  dealer  left  his  position  as 
a  bank  teller  to  become  a  coin  dealer.  At  one  time  he  considered 
forming  a  partnership  with  B.  Max  Mehl.  In  the  1930s  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  and  in  the  same  decade 
launched  the  Standard  Catalogue  and  the  line  ol  “National”  card¬ 
board  coin  albums.  In  the  early  1950s  he  sponsored  the  research  of 
the  young  Walter  Breen  in  the  National  Archives.  With  his  wife 
Olga  he  maintained  two  homes,  one  at  Montauk  at  the  tip  of  Long 
Island,  New  York,  and  the  other  overlooking  the  East  River  in 
Manhattan. 

a.  Augustus  Humbert.  c.  Richard  S.  Yeoman. 

b.  Wayte  Raymond.  d.  Leonard  Kusterer. 
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UNITED  STATES 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


>V  * 

i 


1 875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 3.095 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 795 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1 ,895 

Gem  1876-S 


1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 

attractive . 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 650 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 


1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 


1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,495 


1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1 877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 


is  much  sharper  than  most . 1 ,495 

1877  AU-50 . 245 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1877-S  AU-58 . 295 

1877-S  AU-50 . 235 


Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 

1880  Proof-64  (NGC  ).  A  superb  coin  with  splashes 
of  iridescent  toning  over  light  golden  mirror 
surfaces . 3,350 

1880  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  Rare  Proof-only 

date.  Always  in  demand . 1 ,350 

1881  Proof-61  (PCGS) . 1,395 

Superb  Gem  1882  Trade  $1 


1878  Proof-64.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen . 3,350 

1878  Proof-63  (NGC).  Golden  toning.  Highly 

desirable  Proof-only  year . 1,950 

1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning.  Last 
year  of  business  strike  mintage . 1,050 

1879  Proof-62.  Lightly  toned  surfaces . 1 ,795 


1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen.  Just  1 ,097  were  struck . 6,495 


A  Letter  from  John  Kamin 


The  following  letter  arrived  from  John 
Kamin,  publisher  of  the  Forecaster: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“Nice  seeing  you  briefly  during  ANA 
week.  I  read  your  column  'This  and  That’  in 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  108,  p.  51,  on  the 
four-day  week,  three-day  week,  etc.  Perhaps 
you  know  we’ve  been  working  the  four-day 
week  a  long  time,  our  30th  year.  We  may  be 
the  USA  firm  working  the  eight-hour,  four- 
day  week  the  longest,  since  1966. 

“Since  it  cost  me  many  $  1 0,000s  to  learn 
'what  works’  and  'what  doesn’t  work’  on  the 
four-day  week,  I  wrote  a  book  about  it  in 
1  982  entitled  The  4-Day  Week  In  Your  Fu¬ 
ture,  Everything  You  Wanted  to  Know  and 
Didn ’t  Ask.  I  felt  that  the  book  could  save 
people  contemplating  the  four-day  week  or 
some  other  'flex-time  schedule’  many 
$  1 0,000s  and  lots  of  aggravation;  due  to  our 
research,  experience,  and  mistakes. 

“The  GOOD  NEWS  is:  the  four-day 
week  in  wonderful  for  people  such  as  coin 
dealers  and  other  professionals  who  like  to 
travel  to  meetings,  conventions,  shows,  auc¬ 
tions,  and  seminars. 

“I  found  that  giving  speeches  and  making 
appearances  on  weekends  made  a  'normal 
five-day  week  grueling,  and  impossible  at 
back  the  home  office.  But  the  four-day  week 
cured  that. 

“Now,  I  can  fly  back  on  Mondays  or 


Tuesdays  instead  of  Sundays,  take  an  extra 
day  or  two  for  fun  and  visiting,  when  travel¬ 
ing  to  weekend  monetary  seminars  and  con¬ 
ventions,  and  coin  shows.  No  more  Sunday 
airport  rushes! 

“The  BAD  NEWS  is:  you  find  out  there 
are  certain  things  you  cannot  do  on  the  four- 
day  week:  such  as,  hiring  workaholics.  They 
quickly  take  on  a  second  job  or  other  tasks 
and  very  soon  one  or  both  of  those  functions 
will  suffer.  But  most  people  (90%)  love  the 
four-day  week,  and  don't  want  to  go  back  to 
the  five/six  day  workweeks  unless  forced  to 
do  so. 

“I  am  sending  you  an  autographed  copy 
of  the  book,  The  4-Day  Week  in  Your  Future, 
which  you  might  enjoy. 

Many  dealers,  authors,  and  others  have 
found  an  abbreviated  work  week  ideal  so 
that  they  can  pursue  their  many  widespread 
interests.  It  is  good  to  see  (as  you  mentioned) 
four-day  tire  stores,  three-day  suit  brokers, 
and  others  such  as  Orange  County  Police 
moving  to  abbreviated  four-day  weeks  now. 
e.g.,  it  makes  police  stakeouts  much  easier. 
Who  was  it  who  said  ‘copying  is  the  sincerest 
form  of  flattery? 

“Perhaps  one  of  these  days  we'll  be  able  to 
get  you  to  write  as  “Guest  Editor’’  for  The 
Forecaster  Moneyletter  again,  as  you  have 
done  in  years  past. 

“Best  personal  regards,” 

— John  V.  Kamin 
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In  this  issue:  We  offer  a  wide  selection  of  gold 
coins  from  dollars  to  double  eagles — common 
dates,  rarities,  high  grade,  low  grade,  inexpensive 
(relatively  speaking),  expensive,  and  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else.  Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  collec¬ 
tion.  You  will  really  like  our  quality! 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  va¬ 
rieties  is  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100; 
available  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $6.50  shipping 
and  handling). 

Q.  David  Bowers’  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History  is  also  highly  recommended  and 
was  once  quoted  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  in  an  address  about  gold  coins.  Lots  of  inter¬ 
esting  reading  here! 

SI  Gold  Pieces 


1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC) . 1,450 


First  year  of  the  Type  0  with  Indian  Princess  obverse 
and  “agricultural  wreath”  reverse,  the  same  general  style  used 
the  same  year  on  the  new  $3  denomination;  dies  by  James  B. 
Longacre. 

The  Type  II  proved  to  be  short  lived  and  was  made  only 
in  part  of  1854,  all  of  1855,  and  only  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  in  1 856. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous . 595 


at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector . 1,850 

San  Francisco  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  are  typically  seen 
in  lower  grades  such  as  VF  and  EF.  Specimens  at  the  AU 
level  are  very  scarce. 


1862/1  Overdate  Rarity 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  issue.  A  find 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist .  2,450 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 


rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1 ,450 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant . 260 

1927  AU-58  (NGC) . 249 


Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Beautiful  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,750 

Superb  1846-D  Rarity 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 
at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  grades  of  VF  or  EF  grade.  A 

prize  item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,550 

1  856-S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level.  One  of  the  finest  we  have 

handled . 1 ,895 

1 860- S  AU-53  (PCX  ,S).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle 


$3  Gold  Pieces 


Splendid  1854  $3 


1854  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue . 6,895 

In  the  year  1  854  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  is 
in  much  smaller  letters  than  on  issues  1855-1889.  Dies  by 
Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre. 

1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Most  original  lustre  and  bril¬ 
liance  is  seen.  Beautiful! . 1 ,385 

A  Fine  Collection  Is 
Your  Best  Investment! 


Gem  Proof  1876  $3  Classic  Rarity 
Only  45  Minted! 


1876  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 
brilliant,  and  of  gem  quality.  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  one  of  the  great  classics  among 
United  States  gold  coins.  Only  45  were 
minted — all  in  Proof  format — with  no  accom¬ 
panying  business  strikes.  Today,  the  number 
known  is  closer  to  25.  Certainly  this  cameo 
gem  will  be  a  highlight  of  the  finest  collec¬ 
tion .  38,650 


Half  Eagles 


Choice  1803/2  $5 


1803/2  MS-63  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
early  overdate.  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces.  Overdate  feature  is  extremely 
bold.  An  outstanding  early  half  eagle.  .  14,500 


1834  Crosslet  4  Rarity 


1834  Classic  Head.  Breen-6503.  Crosslet  4.  EF- 

45  (NGC).  An  exceedingly  rare  variety  as  the 
vast  majority  of  the  new  style  (coined  August 
2,  1 834  and  later)  Classic  Head  half  eagles  are 
of  the  Plain  4  variety.  Rich  golden  and  reddish 


surfaces.  Gorgeous! . 4,750 

1836  B-6509  AU-50 . 850 

1837  AU-55  (NGC) . 1,350 
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.Sharp  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  beauti¬ 
ful.  A  splendid  and  exceptionally  nice  specimen 
of  the  Classic  Head  design . 4,195 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre. 
Very  hard  to  find  in  Mint  State . 3,450 


Where  Gold  Came  From 


A  gold  ore  processing  plant  at  the  Treadwell  Mine,  Alaska,  circa  1910. 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 


level .  1 ,450 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS) . 1,995 


Important  1860-D  $5  Gold 


1860-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  choice  specimen  of  the 
next  to  last  year  of  Dahlonega  Mint  coinage. 
Rare  and  desirable . 2,350 


Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 
Choice  MS-63 


1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 


sive  at  this  high  grade  level . 6,950 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 

protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1882  AU-50 . 175 


1885  MS-62.  Brilliant . 415 

Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  prize  item  in 


this  gem  preservation! . 2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 1 ,095 

1893  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 225 

1 893- CC  MS-60  (PCGS) . 1 ,595 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 


A  Letter  from  Nebraska 

The  following  is  from  J.S.: 

“Dear  Dave  and  Ray: 

“Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  1 897-S 
eagle  you  sent  on  approval.  It  is  indeed  a 
choice  coin  I’m  pleased  to  add  to  my  collec¬ 
tion. 

“Also,  I  want  you  to  know  I’m  delighted 
with  the  way  Bowers  and  Merena  has  been 
doing  business  with  me.  Your  employees 
are  friendly,  courteous,  efficient,  and  yes, 
easy  to  talk  to.  I’ll  continue  to  place  orders 
and  also  to  bid  in  many  of  your  auctions 
because  many  of  my  favorite  coins  were 
acquired  in  this  manner. 

“It  is  a  pleasure  to  do  business  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 


1898  AU-50 . 195 

1901-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 235 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 
ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 425 

1905  AU-50 . 195 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 1,295 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 2,150 

The  $5  gold  half  eagle  was  the  only  Liberty  Head  gold 
coin  to  be  made  in  the  1908  year;  the  Liberty  Head  quarter 
eagle,  eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  discontinued  in  1 907. 

1910  S  MS-60  (NGC). . 1,095 

191 1-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  level.  ...355 
1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine .  2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  halt  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen 

Ml)  (iolll  ldlo|l‘S 

1842-0  EF-45 . 995 

1 854  AU-53  (PC X IS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 
remains . 1 ,495 
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united  status  milii  coins 


1879/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  at 


1910-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 
the  early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,650 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


$20  (.old 


..2,450 
. 725 

Double  llaoles 

..1,850 

1875  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

.  1,395 

..1,595 

1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

....975 

at  this 

1890-CC  VF-30 . 

....625 

.  1,495 

1901  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 

....895 

1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  lor  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895 

1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 895 

1894  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 


men . 3,895 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63 . 1,595 

1910  MS-62 . 625 


Gold  Coins  from 
Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  We 
would  be  delighted  to  help  you  with  your 
type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check 
this  listing  which  includes  our  latest  acqui¬ 
sitions.  If  you  don  t  see  it,  then  give  Gail 
Watson  your  “want  list.”  We  ll  keep  you 
posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


Rare  1902  $20 


1902  MS-63.  Rare  low-mintage  date.  Not  of¬ 
ten  seen  in  Mint  State.  A  key  issue  among 
20th  century  double  eagles  of  the  Liberty 

Head  type . 3, 1 50 

1902  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1902-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat 

scarce  at  this  level . 1,550 


1903-S  MS-64  (NGC) . 2,350 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade 
of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of 
just  59,0 1  1  pieces . 5,495 


1905  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  Mint  State. 


A  key  issue  of  its  era . 2,450 

1905-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,450 


1906  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice . 2,350 

1906-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 1 ,450 

1906- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,695 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 895 

1907- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,150 

1907  Saint  Gaudens.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,495 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60 . 675 

1910-D  MS-62 . 725 

1924  MS-63.  Brilliant . 695 


1924-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  very  close  to 
full  Mint  State.  Rare  at  all  grade  levels . 1,650 


$19” 


Dave  Has  Done 


It  Again! 


A  Buyers'  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers’  handy  action 
guide  to  all  United 
Statessilver  dollars. 

Softbound,  5- 
1/2  x  8-1/2,  312 
pages,  illustrated. 
Stock  #  BBM- 
402. 
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Numismatic 

Nostalgia 

Coin  Collecting  in  the  1870s 

by  John  Robinson 
Salem ,  Massachusetts 


The  following  article,  here  lightly  edited,  appeared  in  The 
Numismatist  in  August  1917.  Editor's  [QDB'sJ  comments  are  in 
brackets.  This  is  a  very  nostalgic  article  in  our  opinion  and  is  one  of 
the  best  we ’ve  come  across: 

I  joined  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society  about  1869.  There 
had  been  some  laxity  in  keeping  up  the  accounts,  and  the 
collection  ot  dues  had  been  neglected.  John  Kimball  Wiggin,  the 
treasurer  at  the  time,  was  a  busy,  very  easy-going  man,  more 
interested  in  his  subscription  publications  than  in  the  affairs  of 
the  society.  At  any  rate,  the  older  members  seemed  to  think  that 
a  young  man  could  better  run  around  and  pick  up  the  loose  ends, 
and  so  they  gave  me  the  office.  This  must  have 
been  about  1872-1873. 

The  Society  in  those  days  was  inclined  to  be 
exclusive,  and  the  meetings  were  quite  solemn 
affairs,  with  more  learned  talk  than  show  of  coins; 
but  they  were  very  enjoyable,  for  the  old  Boston 
element  there  represented  was  an  interesting  study. 

Jeremiah  Colburn,  short,  stout,  and  smiling, 
presided,  and  his  old-time  cordiality  was  always 
a  charm  to  me. 

The  Reverend  Edmund  Farwell  Slafter  dis¬ 
coursed  learnedly  on  classical  coinage  and  wrote 
on  the  colonial  issues  of  Vermont.  He  well 
represented  the  clergy  of  the  day  and  certainly 
added  dignity  to  the  meetings. 


George  Williams  Pratt  of  Louisbourg  Square,  whose  son, 
Robert  M.,  recently  died  in  the  old  family  mansion  there,  was  a 
typical  Bostonian  of  the  Old  School,  formal  in  manner  and 
aristocratic  in  feature.  He  carefully  guarded  the  Society’s  mem¬ 
bership  lest  unsuitable  additions  should  creep  in. 

William  Sumner  Appleton,  father  of  the  gentleman  of  the 
same  name  who  so  ably  conducts  the  affairs  of  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities,  was  an  omnivorous 
collector  of  coins.  Portions  of  his  collections,  I  believe,  have  been 
given  to  some  Boston  institution  [the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society].  He  was  quiet,  rather  stiff  in  manner,  always  wore  a 
tight-fitting  frock  coat,  and  usually  a  tall  hat  a  little  antedating 
the  prevailing  pattern.  He  owned  more  coins  than  all  the  other 
members  together  and  exhibited  them  freely. 

James  Edward  Root,  it  was  said,  gained  his  fortune  through 
an  interest  in  a  sewing-machine  company.  A  well-groomed  man, 
he  appeared  as  if  just  out  of  the  traditional  band-box,  but  always 


delicate  in  health.  He  occasionally  showed  some 
coins  but  said  little  at  the  meetings,  although 
one  was  instinctively  drawn  to  him  by  his  quiet, 
refined  manner. 

James  Brewer  Rhodes,  the  State  Street  bro¬ 
ker,  seldom  attended  the  meetings,  and  seemed 
more  like  a  New  Yorker  than  a  Boston  man. 

Henry  Dearborn  Fowle,  the  North  Find  drug¬ 
gist,  always  reminded  one  of  a  retired  actor.  He 
was  devoted  to  Greek  and  Roman  coins  and  was 
thoroughly  posted  on  them  and  their  values. 

Henry  Davenport,  the  Society’s  first  trea¬ 
surer,  was  a  strict  accountant  by  nature  and 
profession.  Fo  him  I  went  to  have  my  annual 
report  audited  during  my  official  term,  and  he 
was  always  ready  with  kind  suggestions  as  to 
methods  and  duties. 

Sylvester  Sage  Crosby,  my  successor  in  office,  was  added  later  to 
the  membership,  I  think,  and  was  not  one  of  the  founders.  He 
brought  to  the  meetings  very  interesting  coins,  especially  the 
varieties  of  dies  he  was  studying  of  the  American  colonial  series. 

Dr.  Samual  [rz’c]  Abbott  Green  was  a  founder  of  the  society,  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  is  the  sole  survivor  of  the  men  who  gathered  around 
the  table  at  the  meetings  at  the  Horticultural  Hall  Library  in  the 
70s — ever  genial  and  beloved,  as  he  is  today,  by  all  his  associates. 

Edward  S.  Rand,  Jr.,  did  not  attend  the  meetings,  although  1 
knew  him  well — and  liked  him,  too — while  on  the  library'-  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society'  a  few  years  later.  He 
was  an  active,  keen-eyed  man,  with  striking  face,  but  he  died  in  exile 

in  South  America,  where  he  had  re- 
sided  for  a  number  of  years. 

Dr.  Ammi  Brown  did  not  attend 
the  meetings,  either,  but  I  knew  him  at 
Salem  and  Marblehead,  and  bought 
from  him  a  mahogany  table  with  coin 
drawers  in  it,  which  a  member  of  my 
family  still  uses  as  a  dining-room  serv¬ 
ing  table.  Dr.  Brown  was  stout  and 
lame  and  had  given  up  coin  collecting 
when  I  knew  him. 

Charles  Henry  Bell  of  Exeter  I  knew 
only  by  correspondence,  but  from  him 
1  got  a  set  of  the  fine  reprints  of  the 
New  Hampshire  colonial  currency  now  preserved  at  the  Essex 
Institute. 

Henry  Mason  Brooks  was  a  beloved  personal  friend  and  kind 
adviser  in  my  early  days  of  coin  collecting.  Fine  and  benign  of  feature, 
as  he  grew  older  his  head  of  long,  waving  white  hair  gave  him  a  most 
patriarchal  appearance.  His  collection  was  not  large,  but  it  included 
only  fine  specimens  and  was  a  beautiful  one  to  examine.  Mr.  Brooks 
had  the  gift  of  imitating  to  perfection  the  signatures  of  distinguished 
men  and  might  have  made  a  most  dangerous  counterfeiter.  He  was 
delightfully  old-fashioned,  and  made  and  used  quill  pens  and  blotted 
his  writing  with  a  sand-box.  His  coin  cabinet,  originally  Dr.  Brown's, 
came  into  my  possession,  but  it  has  wandered  elsewhere,  how  far  1  do 
not  know.  Both  the  cabinet  and  table  previously  purchased  were 
made  by  a  Salem  cabinetmaker,  Nathaniel  Very,  and  were  examples 
of  the  best  work  of  the  old-time  New  England  artisan. 

Elliott  Woodward  of  Roxbuy  and  Lorin  G.  Farm  a  lee  were  also 
later  members  who  did  not  at  first  pass  through  the  sieve  of  George 
Williams  Pratt.  Woodward,  heavy  of  build,  with  curly  hair  and  an 


This  column  looks 
at  aspects  of  the 
coin  hobby  from 
news  items  and 
other  things  in 
print  years  ago. 
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injured  eye,  possessed  the  diplomacy  of  the  skillful  dealer  whose  sales  were 
numerous  and  very  successful.  1  le  brought  to  the  meetings  many  valuable 
and  curious  coins  as  they  passed  through  his  hands.  Parmalee  was  a  baker 
at  the  South  End,  who  transferred  the  profits  of  his  Boston  baked  beans 
into  American  gold,  and  astonished  the  members  by  quietly  unfolding  his 
beautiful  pieces  to  the  value  of  untold  thousands  on  the  library  table.  1 
think  he  bought  the  collection  gathered  by  Seavey  of  Cambridge,  a 
member  of  the  society,  whom  1  do  not  remember  meeting. 

These  are  all  the  members  who  met  in  the  early  70s  whom  I  recall;  and, 
as  has  been  said,  all,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  gone  now  save  Dr.  Green. 

Matthew  A.  Stickneyof  Salem,  whose  wonderful  collection  of  coins  was 
sold  by  Henry  Chapman  of  Philadelphia  a  few  years  since  at  fabulous 
prices,  I  knew  well.  He  was  not  a  member  of  the  Society.  Stickney  made 
his  money  in  a  grocery  shop  not  far  from  his  home,  the  house  in  which  his 
two  daughters  still  reside.  By  offering  to  accept  the  copper  “Brummies”  of 
the  day  [privately-issued  copper  tokens]  at  the  cent  value,  he  acquired 
many  rare  coins,  and  he  also  had  an  arrangement  with  a  New  York  firm  of 
brokers  to  reserve  for  him  any  unusual  pieces  of  gold  and  silver,  and  thus 
at  comparatively  little  cost  he  gathered  his  great  collection  in  the  1 840s  and 
1850s.  We  boy  collectors  in  Salem  used  to  call  on  him  to  see  his  rarities, 
but  did  not  always  get  in.  Later  we  learned  a  trick  which  opened  both  his 
door  and  his  heart.  We  took  him  bright  Civil  War  tokens  and  little  medals, 
which  shut  up  as  he  was,  he  had  no  means  of  obtaining,  and  so  beneath  his 
beaming  smiles  we  got  our  reward  by  glimpses  of  olive-colored,  Uncircu¬ 
lated  1 793s  and  by  actually  holding  in  our  hands  the  Massachusetts  Janus 
head  1776,  and  that  rarity  of  rarities,  the  Brasher  doubloon,  which  brought 
the  unheard  of  sum  of  $6,000  at  the  sale  of  Stickney’s  collection.  When  S.S. 
Crosby  applied  to  me  as  a  Salemite  to  know  how  he  could  induce  Stickney 
to  permit  him  to  make  rubbings  of  the  colonial  rarities  for  his  forthcoming 
work  on  the  “Early  Coins  of  America,  ”  I  gave  him  the  receipt  [recipe]  of 
our  boyhood.  Crosby  tried  it  and  wrote  me  the  next  week  a  letter  of 
thanks — it  worked  to  a  charm;  Crosby  got  all  he  wanted. 

Coin  collecting  in  the  early  days  was  far  different  from  what  it  is  now, 
and  vastly  more  interesting.  I  began  in  1 857  with  a  bright  copper  cent  of 
that  year  1  found  in  my  mother’s  purse,  and  a  handful  of  coins  from  the  Far 
East  from  an  old  sea  chest  of  my  father’s.  Additions  were  gained  by  looking 
over  the  coins  in  the  tills  of  the  Salem  shopkeepers  who  allowed  us  to  poke 
over  their  silver  and  copper  change  unrestricted. 

The  old  tollhouse  on  Veberly  Bridge  furnished  an  almost  Uncirculated 
cent  of  1823,  and  a  beautiful  cent  of  1800  over  1799  came  from  a  Salem 
shoe  shop.  These  were  obtained  at  one  cent  each.  The  older  collectors 
helped  us,  too,  and  David  Nichols,  living  near  Gallows  Hill,  would 
occasionally  open  the  bag  of  mint-bright  cents  of  1796  and  1797  and  give 
us  one  of  each.  The  lot  came,  it  was  said,  from  the  Hon.  Benjamin 
Goodhue,  who  received  them  in  part  pay  for  his  services  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 
As  I  remember  them  at  the  time  there  were  about  50  or  60  of  each  date  in 
the  bag. 

An  older  collector,  Francis  Henry  Lee,  whose  fine  collection  was  given 
to  the  Essex  Institute,  picked  up  his  coins  in  a  similar  manner.  He  and  a 
chum,  Alfred  Walcott,  worked  together.  Walcott’s  uncle  had  a  collection, 
and  the  youths  improved  their  own  by  substituting  poorer  specimens  of  the 
same  dates  in  the  uncle’s  cabinet.  'There,  also,  was  a  bag  of  bright  coins, 
halfpennies  of  George  II  of  1749.  Walcott’s  uncle  Pickman  was  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  1  Ion.  Benjamin  Pickman,  who  aided  in  financing  the  Sir  William 
Pepperell,  Louisbourg,  expedition,  and  who  received  the  silver  cup,  now 
preserved  at  the  Essex  Institute,  from  the  state,  in  acknowledgment  of  his 
services.  This  unde  also  had  a  bag  of  the  halfpence  which  were  sent  over 
from  I  .ondon  among  the  specie  to  pay  for  the  expedition.  Lee  and  Walcott 


helped  themselves  to  the  bright  coins,  and  many  are  still  preserved  in  Salem 
homes. 

One  might  run  on  indefinitely,  but  there’s  no  need.  [Unfortunately,  we 
might  say  today  — QDB] 


NOTICE. 


REFUSE. 


This  List  supersedes  all  of  previous  dates. 


STATE  OF  MAUVE. 


Noromhoga  Bank,  Bangor, 
Control  Bank,  Grey. 
Atlantic  Bank,  Portland, 


New  England  Bank,  Fairmount, 
Traders’  Bank,  Bangor. 


STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

Farmers’  Bank,  Orwell. 

STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Western  Bank,  Springfield,  |  Bass  River  Bank. 

STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLAM). 


Mount  Vernon  Bank,  Providence. 
Warwick  Bank,  Warwick. 


Bank  of  the  Republic,  Providence. 

Bank  of  the  South  County,  Wakefield, 

Hopkinton  Bank,  Westerly. 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Woodbury  Bank,  Woodbury.  |  New  Britain  Bank. 

STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 


Bank  of  Sing  Sing. 

Bank  of  OrloniiR,  Albion, 

Hamilton  Exchange  Bank.  Greene, 
Pratt  Bank,  Buffalo, 

Ontario  Bank,  Utica, 

Reciprocity  Bank.  Buffalo, 
Sackett’s  Harbor  Bank,  Buffalo, 
Lake  Mahopae  Bank. 


Monroe  County  Bank. 

Yatea  County  Bank,  Penn  Van, 

Western  Bank,  Lockporf. 

Merchants’  and  Mechanics’  Bauk,  Ouwogo, 
Dairymen’s  Bank,  Newport, 

Livingston  County  Bank,  Genesee. 
Hollister  Bank. 

Powell  Bank,  Newburgh. 


ST  ATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 


Artisans’  Bank,  Trenton, 
Bergen  County  Bank. 
City  Bank,  Trenton, 
Stock  .Sceuritv  Bank. 


Manufacturers’  Bank,  Klixabethport* 
Merchants’  Bank,  Paterson. 

Bank  of  Trade.  Tom’s  River. 

Ocean  County  Bank,  Tom’s  River. 


STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Bank  of  Commerce. 

Bank  Lawrence  Co., 

Bank  Crawford  Co., 

Bank  Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia, 

Erie  Bank.  Erie, 

McKean  County  Bank,  Smitbsport, 

Warren  County  Bank,  Warren, 

Farmers’  and  Drovers’  Bank,  Wsyncshurg, 


Tioga  County  Bank, 

Bank  Newcastle, 

Central  Bank,  Penn.,  llolidaysburgh, 
Monongahela  Valley  Bank. 

North  Western  Bank. 

Bank  of  Phcenixville. 

Lancaster  Bank. 

Hhamokin  Bauk. 


B.— Agents  will  pleas.'  guard  against  old  “  broken  Banks  ”  ns  many  of  them  are  being 
altered  to  pass  off  for  banks  of  th«*  same  name  in  other  States. 

No  bills  received  at  this  office  when  the  discount  is  over  one  per  cent.,  unless  the  discount 
is  sent  with  the  bills. 

Agents  and  Conductors  will  refuse  all  “  Wu.d-Oat  Monet,”  as  it  will  not  l*>  received  at 
this  office. 

Agents  and  Conductors  will  refuse  all  gold  pieces  with  holes  in. 

Agents  and  Conductors  will  examine  well  Pennsylvania  Monet/. 

Agents  ami  Conductors  will  refuse  all  cut  or  torn  Bills, 

Refuse  all  Southern  and  Western  Bank  Bills. 


-i 


Corrected  Nov.  22 <L  I860. 


R  M.  JONES, 

Cashier  New.  York  and  llarlem  R.  R.  Company. 


This  notice  from  R.M.  Jones,  cashier  of  the  New-York  and 
Harlem  R.R.  Company  (which  also  issued  tokens  at  one  time, 
by  the  way)  warns  agents  from  the  line  from  accepting  notes 
from  “broken  banks”  called  “wildcat  money.”  Further,  “Agents 
and  conductors  will  refuse  all  gold  pieces  with  holes  in.”  This 
is  an  interesting  glimpse  at  the  wild  scene  of  American  currency 
just  before  the  Civil  War.  At  the  time  the  issuance  of  Federally- 
backed  currency  hadn’t  yet  begun,  and  sometime  the  issues  of 
a  private  bank  were  limited  only  by  the  amount  o(  paper  and  ink 
available  to  use  on  a  printing  press! 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Guide  to  the  series:  Commemoratives  are  among 
the  most  fascinating  of  United  States  coins,  as  there 
are  so  many  types  commemorating  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  interesting  observances,  occasions,  and  anni¬ 
versaries — some  obscure  and  others  of  national 
importance. 

Appreciation  of  the  series  can  be  enhanced  greatly 
by  acquiring  one  or  more  texts  on  the  series.  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia  (Q.  David  Bowers)  is  among  the  most 
comprehensive  historical  studies  ever  produced,  and 
includes  much  price  information  as  well.  Excellent 
studies  by  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  are 
also  valuable  additions  to  a  library. 

In  this  issue:  We  offer  one  of  the  nicest  quality 
selections  of  commemoratives  ever  to  appear  in  the 
Rare  Coin  Review.  “Types,”  rare  dates  and  varieties, 
and  just  about  everything  else  is  waiting  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  pick  and  choose  from  our  indi¬ 
vidual  listings  with  the  assurance  that  you  will  like 
our  quality  and  value. 

Special  Commemorative  Starter  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of  commemoratives  of  the  1 892- 
1 954  classic  era:  We’ll  select  $  1 ,000  or  more  worth 
of  different  design  types  (no  two  alike),  each  bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  This  will  be  a  fine  start  on  a  48-piece  type 
set.  Your  net  price  is  $895.  In  addition,  if  you  re¬ 
quest,  we  ll  send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on  ap¬ 
proval  to  add  to  your  set  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Commemora¬ 
tive  Set  No.  1.”  Sorry,  no  dealers. 

Special  Advanced  Commemorative  Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we  ll  select  $3,000  or  more 
worth  of  silver  commemoratives  (each  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  design)  from  the  early,  classic  years,  1 892  to 
1954,  each  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS- 
63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $2,695, 
which  will  include  over  $3,000  worth  of  coins 
PLUS  a  great  book:  Dave  Bowers’  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 
In  addition,  if  you  request,  we  ll  send  some  other 
choice  commemoratives  to  you  on  approval  to  add 
to  your  set  (each  piece  will  carry  a  special  discount). 
Ask  for  “Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  2.”  Sorry, 
no  dealers. 


Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  3 
Our  Best  Special  Set! 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and  has  even 
more  coins — each  one  selected  for  its  quality  and 
beauty!  Not  only  will  you  receive  many  different 
basic  design  types,  but  there  will  be  numerous  low- 
mintage  date  and  mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a 
grand  start  on  a  specialized  144-piece  silver  set. 
You’ll  get  over  $  1 0,000  worth  of  coins  at  our  regu¬ 
lar  prices,  discounted  to  you  for  only  $8,850  in¬ 
cluding  Dave  Bowers’  Encyclopedia  of 
commemoratives.  And,  if  desired,  we  ll  send  you 
some  additional  silver  commemoratives  on  approval, 
and  will  keep  a  “want  list”  showing  pieces  you  still 
need.  Sorry,  no  dealers  (for  it  takes  us  too  long  to 
find  this  kind  of  quality  and  when  we  offer  a  dis¬ 
count  deal  such  as  this,  it  goes  to  the  collectors  among 
our  clientele). 

1893  Isabella  Quarter 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65.  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  early  issue . 2,495 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,495 

Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
gem.  Beautiful! . 2,495 

Add  our  great  books 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
light  iridescent  toning . 425 


1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65.  A  splendid  gem. 
Rare  in  this  high  grade . 8,995 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  was  the  first  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  this  denomination.  The  entire  mint¬ 
age  of  50,000  pieces  was  produced  on  one  day,  December 
1 4,  1 899,  actually  a  year  before  the  1 900  “date”  on  the  coin. 
December  14,  1899  was  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Washington's  death. 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 


ally  in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 8,995 

MS-64  Lafayette  Dollar 
1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen 
of  this  scarce  (in  higher  grades)  issue.  ...  2,995 


Gorgeous  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


with  a  hint  of  gold  toning . 2,995 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 


1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  \  splen 
did  specimen  of  this  key  issue,  and  one  of  the 
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nicest  strikes  we’ve  seen . 1,095 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

193"  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

w  ith  a  hint  ol  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 825 

1937  Antietam.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 665 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 89 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 85 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1 937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1 937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 1 0 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64 . 185 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-64  Brilliant . 185 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 160 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 850 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 


Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 315 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100 
were  distributed,  and  few  are  as  nice  as  this  one 

today.  . 995 

1 939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  A  gem  specimen  of  one 
of  the  lowest  mintage  issues  in  the  series.  .385 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Low-mintage 

rarity. . 995 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 385 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 310 

1 935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65 . 165 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-64 . 1 19 

1 935-D  Boone  with  small  “  1 934”.  MS-65. ...  895 
1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from 

a  mintage  of  only  2,004! . 1,050 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 120 

1935-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1935- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 120 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 


1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1937  Boone  MS-63-  Brilliant . 105 

1 937-D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 569 

1 937-D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1 937-D  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 569 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  prime  rarity 

in  the  commemorative  series . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Incredibly  low 

distribution  of  only  2,100  coins . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Only  2,100  were 

distributed . 415 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 365 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so 

fine .  850 

1925-S  California.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 

1951-S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65 . 65 


1 952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...49 

Generous  mintage  of  2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952-D  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  189 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  85 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  155 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 45 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...40 

1953- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65 . 325 

1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 65 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  35 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  135 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...42 
1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ...39 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  69 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  65 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  65 
1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  24 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare . 695 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...385 
1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 

with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

Only  9,000  were  distributed. 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64 . 259 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 279 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 815 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1893  Columbian.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 45 

1893  Columbian.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1 935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 


grade . 625 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen . 395 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 . 205 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 310 

Superb  Grant  with  Star 
1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 3,095 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<t 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 

pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 3,095 

In  the  1920s,  the  1922  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  was 
the  key  rarity  in  the  series.  In  fact,  it  still  is,  especially  in  high 
grades  such  as  this.  However,  no  one  has  ever  had  a  quantity 
of  them  to  promote,  to  our  knowledge,  and  because  of  this 
the  publicity  for  the  issue  has  fallen  through  the  cracks.  Still, 
it  has  a  very  interesting  history,  and  the  addition  of  a  piece 
such  as  this  to  a  collection  is  a  very  worthwhile  acquisition. 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 

Superb  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  brilliant 
surfaces.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  key 
“type”  in  the  series . 5,295 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 

specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,295 


Rare  1928  Hawaiian 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64 . 2,650 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61 . 1,425 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...725 
1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 595 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 175 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Common  in 

lower  grades,  but  very  elusive  in  gem  Mint 
State . 685 
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UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the 


reverse . 635 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 1,150 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  595 

1920  Maine.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 


Gem  1921  Missouri  2^4 
1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  find  at  this  high  grade  level. 
One  of  the  prime  rarities  in  the  commemora¬ 


tive  series . 7,350 

1921  Missouri  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  ...  1,425 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 425 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 850 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 459 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 409 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 240 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1933-D  Oregon.  M$-65.  Scarce  so  fine . 475 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 299 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 219 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260 

1938  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..450 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 285 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 260 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 


A  Letter  From  the  Orient 

This  letter  is  from  R.J.,  who  lives  about 
12,000  miles  away  from  Woljeboro,  NH! 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

“Let  me  thank  you  very,  very  much  for 
the  six  U.S.  silver  50<f  commemorative 
coins,  which  arrived  all  in  good  order. 

“I  will  contact  you  again  for  other  items 
needed. 

“Thank  you  for  your  time  and  trouble 
and  thank  you  once  again  for  your  nice 
service.” 


1939  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare!  . 730 

1939  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Just  2,100  were 

distributed.  Rare! . 310 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 730 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 565 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 510 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 730 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 565 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 510 


MS-65  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare 
at  this  grade  level.  One  of  the  most  classic  de¬ 
signs  in  the  commemorative  series . 2,550 


Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50<f 


1915-S  Panama- Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 


and  beautiful . 2,550 

Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50<t 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,550 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  1,350 

1915-S  Panama- Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 495 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 495 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 525 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 79 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58 . 75 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 72 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 725 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 299 

1921  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  95 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  19 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 95 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64 . 109 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 650 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  825 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . I  59 


1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 130 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1  15 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 29 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1  59 

1 936- D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1  29 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 315 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1938  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 375 

Mintage  of  only  3,814  coins. 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64 . 325 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 42 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  Brilliant . 45 

1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1946-S  B.T.W  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1946- S  BTW.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  ...24 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65 . 85 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947- D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces.  Quite  probably,  many  of  these 
were  never  issued. 

1948-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1948-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

Mintage:  8,005  pieces. 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 275 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 575 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1950- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1950-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 2S() 


Mintage:  512.091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 
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ENITED  STATES  TOMMEMOItATIVE  COINS 


1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC) . 250 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 55 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 32 

195 1- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

Mintage:  7,004  coins. 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 85 

1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality, 
all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  sur¬ 
faces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an 
excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offer¬ 
ing  to  build  your  collection  of  commemorative 
coins,  one  of  Americas  most  interesting  series.  (For 
other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other  than 
PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  pre¬ 
ceding  listing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buy¬ 
ers  have  done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  quality  and 
value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25* 

2495 

1 900  Lafayette  $  1 

2995 

8995 

1921  Alabama  plain 

575 

1095 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

1150 

3350 

1936  Albany 

395 

1937  Antietam 

665 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

295 

1935-D 

95 

325 

1935-S 

325 

1936 

110 

425 

1936-D 

119 

385 

1936-S 

89 

385 

1937 

110 

495 

1937-D 

110 

425 

1937-S 

695 

1938 

160 

1938-D 

160 

185 

1938-S 

160 

850 

1939 

315 

385 

1939-D 

385 

995 

1939-S 

385 

995 

1 936-S  Bay  Bridge 

310 

Boone  type 

1935 

105 

165 

1935-D 

110 

1935-S 

120 

190 

1935/34 

165 

VARIETY 

MS-6.3 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1935/34-D 

895 

1935/34-S 

1050 

1936 

105 

119 

1936-D 

119 

1936-S 

119 

195 

1937 

105 

119 

165 

1937-D 

325 

365 

569 

1937-S 

365 

1938 

365 

525 

1938-D 

525 

1938-S 

415 

525 

1936  Bridgeport 

350 

1925-S  California 

850 

Carver- Washington 

1952 

18 

1952-D 

189 

1953 

40 

155 

1953-D 

325 

1953-S 

65 

1954 

39 

42 

1954-D 

65 

69 

1954-S 

24 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

350 

1936-D 

550 

1936-S 

315 

350 

1936  Cleveland 

89 

219 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

259 

279 

1936-D 

259 

279 

1936-S 

279 

1892  Columbian 

165 

1893  Columbian 

165 

1935  Connecticut 

625 

1936  Delaware 

265 

395 

1936  Elgin 

215 

250 

1936  Gettysburg 

325 

1922  Grant  plain 

345 

1922  Grant  Star 

3095 

1928  Hawaiian 

2650 

5295 

1924  Huguenot 

175 

595 

1946  Iowa 

89 

119 

1925  Lexington 

115 

685 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

635 

1 936  Lynchburg 

295 

1920  Maine 

275 

595 

1934  Maryland 

185 

395 

1921  Missouri 

1425 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

7350 

1938  New  Rochelle 

375 

1936  Norfolk 

409 

459 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

145 

235 

1926-S 

240 

1928 

239 

325 

1933-D 

350 

475 

1934-D 

205 

215 

299 

1936 

175 

249 

1936-S 

195 

219 

1937-D 

160 

195 

235 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1938 

245 

260 

285 

1938-D 

260 

295 

1938-S 

245 

260 

285 

1939 

510 

730 

1939-D 

510 

565 

730 

1939-S 

565 

730 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

1350 

2550 

1920  Pilgrim 

125 

525 

1921  Pilgrim 

299 

725 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

99 

119 

325 

1936-D 

325 

1936-S 

119 

325 

1937  Roanoke 

249 

1936  Robinson 

109 

295 

1935-S  San  Diego 

85 

99 

1936-D  San  Diego 

89 

109 

1926  Sesqui 

650 

Texas  type 

1934 

130 

159 

1935 

135 

159 

1935-S 

129 

159 

1936 

129 

1936-D 

129 

1936-S 

159 

1937 

165 

1937-D 

165 

1937-S 

120 

165 

1938 

295 

325 

375 

1938-D 

295 

325 

375 

1938-S 

295 

325 

1936  Wisconsin 

225 

239 

1936  York 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946 

42 

1946-S 

24 

49 

1947 

45 

85 

1947-D 

59 

1947-S 

89 

1948 

55 

69 

1948-D 

55 

69 

1948-S 

69 

1949 

86 

105 

1949-D 

86 

105 

1949-S 

86 

105 

1950 

65 

79 

1950-D 

65 

79 

1950-S 

59 

1951 

39 

55 

1951-D 

85 

Guaranteed  Authenticity 


When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  isauthentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


Page  62 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  112 


To  be  auctioned  by  Bowers  and  Merena  —  November  1 5,  1 996 


THE  NORWEB 
COLLECTION 


of  Canadian  and  Provincial  Coins  —  1858  to  date 


An  Incomparable  Collection 

Over  a  period  of  more  than  a  half  century, 

Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  built 
one  of  the  finest  collections  ever  formed  in  the 
history  of  numismatics.  In  1988-1989  we  auc¬ 
tioned  the  United  States  portion  of  the  cabinet 
for  $20,000,000. 

With  great  pleasure  we  announce  the  forth¬ 
coming  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection  of  Cana¬ 
dian  Coins,  quite  possibly  the  finest  quality  and  most  complete  cabinet 
of  Canadian  and  provincial  decimal  coins  ever  to  cross  the  auction 
block. 

We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  this  once  in  a  lifetime  event. 

The  Sale 

Participation  in  the  auction  can  be  by  in-person  attendance  or  mail 
bids.  The  sale  is  scheduled  for  November  15,  1996,  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  at  the  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel  next  to  the  Baltimore 
Convention  Center,  in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington- 
Baltimore  Coin  Show.  Lot  viewing  will  be  held  in  Baltimore  prior  to 
the  sale.  Complete  details  for  bidding  and  participation  will  be  found 
in  the  catalogue. 

A  Glimpse  at  Its  Contents 

The  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  Coins  begins  with  the  cents  of 
1 858  and  continues  complete  with  all  regular  issues  through  the  1914 
$10.  With  only  a  few  exceptions,  all  coins  are  gem  Mint  State,  Gem 
Proof,  or  Gem  Prooflike.  Included  are  all  of  the  landmarks  such  as  the 
1921  silver  coinage,  the  1916-C  gold  sovereign,  and  more. 

Over  three  dozen  pattern  coins  are  offered,  many  for  the  first  time 
in  our  generation.  Included  are  gold  patterns  struck  in  gold! 

In  addition,  the  decimal  coinages  of  the  provinces  are  complete, 
virtually  all  gems.  Among  the  high¬ 
lights  are  the  fabulous  1862  British 
Columbia  $20  struck  in  gold  and  an 
1862  $10  in  silver. 

PLUS,  there  are  many  surprises  to 
delight  even  the  most  advanced  spe¬ 
cialist.  Just  a  sample:  a  classic  1670 
French  20  deniers,  double  de 
PAmerique — the  first  coin  struck  for 
Canada  and  specifically  mentioning 
North  America. 

Many  coins  were  bought  decades 


ago  through  the  London  offices  of  Baldwin, 
Spink,  and  others,  who  gave  the  Norweb 
family  first  chance  on  whatever  they  needed, 
f  he  sale  will  include  over  1,100  coins  to  be 
offered  in  over  500  separate  lots. 

The  Catalogue 

A  superbly  illustrated,  detailed  Grand 
Format™  catalogue  of  the  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Canadian  Coins  is  being  written  by 
Q.  David  Bowers  with  the  assistance  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  staff 
and  selected  consultants. 

Our  object  is  to  create  a  reference  that  will  showcase  the  finest 
collection  of  Canadian  coins  ever  to  be  sold  at  auction,  and  at  the 
same  time  provide  a  reference  work  of  lasting  interest  and  value.  In 
addition  to  information  about  every  coin,  its  grade,  and  appearance, 
the  catalogue  will  be  a  rich  source  of  historical  and  numismatic 
information  as  well.  We  will  expend  every  effort  to  create  a  catalogue 
that  you  will  always  treasure  as  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of 
your  numismatic  library. 

After  the  sale  you  will  also  receive  a  list  of  prices  realized,  an 
important  key  to  current  market  values. 

Special  Pre-Publication  Offer 

Orders  for  this  catalogue  are  being  accepted  at  a  special  pre-publica¬ 
tion  rate.  Call  toll-free  800-222-5993  to  order. 

Copies  are  available  as  follows  (all  prices  in  U.S.  dollars): 

1.  Regular  edition  softbound  “working  copy  to  be  mailed  in 
October  1996.  Includes  copy  of  prices  realized  to  be  sent  after  the  sale. 
$50.00.  Special  pre-publication  offer:  $40.00,  plus  $5  postage  for 
mailing  to  U.S.  or  Canadian  addresses.  For  other  addresses  add  $20  U.S. 
for  air  delivery. 

2.  Deluxe  Hardbound  Library  Limited  Edition  copy  to  be  specially 

bound  after  the  sale:  $80.00.  Special 
pre-publication  offer:  $65.00,  plus  $5 
mailing  to  U.S.  or  Canadian  addresses. 

3.  Combination  Package:  A  work¬ 
ing  copy  for  use  in  bidding  (regular 
price  $50)  PLUS  the  Deluxe 
Hardbound  Library  Limited  Edition 
(regular  price  $80).  Special  pre-publi¬ 
cation  offer:  $  1 00.  Plus  $5  postage  tor 
mailing  to  U.S.  or  Canadian  addresses. 
For  other  addresses  add  $20  U.S.  for 
air  delivery  of  the  working  copy. 


Classic  1916-C 


Gold  Sovereign 


Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Offered  below  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  books  offered for  sale  in  this  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  If  you  know  which  books  you  wish  to  order,  just  find 
them  on  the  list  below ,  note  the  Stock  number  and  price  and  call  us  at  1-800- 
222-5993  to  place  your  order.  If  you  would  like  more  information  on  any  book, 
or  would  like  to  browse  through  our  many  interesting  titles,  check  through  the 
pages  following  this  list. 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 125)  $24.95  (hrdbd) 
ANA  Anthology,  The  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder  (BAN-71 1) 
$65  (hrdbd) 

ANA  Centennial  History,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BAN -7 10)  $159  (hrdbd) 
Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM-309) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836  Edgar  E.  Souders  (BSO-752)  $60.00  (hrdbd) 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  U.S.  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-402)  $19.95 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  U.S. Gold  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-350/351) 
$12.95  (sftbd)/$  19.95  (hrdbd) 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties,  The  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton  (BFI-110)  $24.95  (sftbd) 

Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-812)  $14.95  (sftbd) 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money  A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century  (BBM- 
401)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-308/308A/308B)  $39.95  (sftbd)/$49.95  (hrdbd)/$75 
(deluxe  hrdbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  The  David  Lawrence  (BLA- 1 02/ 1 02A) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels,  The  David  W.  Lange  (BLA- 106) 

$24.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  The  Al  Blythe  (BBL-105) 
$29.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  Nickels,  The  Peters/Mahon 
(BPE-200)  $34.95  (sftbd) 

Complete  Guide  to  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars,  The  Bruce  Fox  (BFO- 
107)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Early  Coins  of  America,  The  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  (BCR-271)  $45.00 

(hrdbd) 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836  Al  C.  Overton  (BOV-100) 
$59.95  (hrdbd) 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892-1989 
Swiatek/Breen  (BSW-742)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  The-2nd  Edition  Arnold  Margolis  (BMA-761) 
$24.95  (sftbd) 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  Richard  A.  Snow  (BSN-724)  $34.50  (sftbd) 
Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth  Kevin  Flynn  (BFL-114)  $19.95  (sftbd) 
Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West:  The  Carson  City  Mint  Winter/Cutler  (BWI- 
816/817)  $19.95  (sftbd)/  $31.95  (hrdbd) 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  U.S.  Gold  Coins  David  Akers  (BAK-749) 
$19.95  (hrdbd) 

History  of  United  States  Coinage,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 130) 
$59.95  (hrdbd) 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified  Commemoratives  Harry 
Laibstain  (BLA-85 1/852)  $29.95  (sftbd)/$32.50  (sprbd) 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry  Briggs  (BBR-800)  $39.95  (sftbd) 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-146A) 
$62.50  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins  Douglas  Winter  (BWI-814/81 5)  $19.95 
(sftbd)/$3 1.95  (hrdbd) 

Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy,  The  Hodder/Bowers  (BBM- 
145)  $29.95  (hrdbd) 

Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-200) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
207)  $12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-208) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-202) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-209) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-210) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-206) 
$12.95  (sftbd) 

Penny  Whimsy  William  S.  Sheldon  (BSH-100)  $50  (hrdbd) 

Paper  Money  of  the  United  States  Robert  Friedberg  (BFR-105)  $24.50 
(hrdbd) 

Photograde  James  F.  Ruddy  (BRU-414)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Standard  Catalog  ofU.S.  Tokens  1700-1900,  The  RussRulau  (BRU-724) 
$45.00  (sftbd) 

Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  The  Sol  Tayler  (BTA-404)  $19.95 
(sftbd) 

United  States  Clad  Coinage,  The  Ginger  Rapsus  (BRA-511)  $12.95 
(sftbd) 

United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-307)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857  Howard  R.  Newcomb  (BNE-798) 
$50.00  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Copper  Coins  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-302) 
$9.95  (sftbd) 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM- 
135)  $57.95  (hrdbd) 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III  (BPO- 
100)  $79.00  (hrdbd) 

U.S.  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces  (Action  Guide)  Q.  David  Bowers 
(BBM-303)  $9.95  (sftbd) 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  a  Numismatist  Q.  David 
Bowers  (BBM-140)  $29.00  (deluxe  hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  (BBR- 

764)  $100.00  (hrdbd) 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  (BBR- 

765)  $29.95  (sftbd) 

Waterford  Water  Cure,  The  Q.  David  Bowers  (BBM-422)  $49.95  (dlx 
hrdbd) 

Knowledge  is  the  Key  to  Success! 
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Numismatic 
Books  lor  Sale 

Going,  Going  Almost  Gone!!! 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 
Deluxe  Hardbound  Edition 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department 


Now  Available 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 
by  Richard  Snow 

Published  in  1992 and  reprinted  in  1994, 
this  soft  bound  book  is  extensively  illus¬ 
trated,  8-1/2  by  1  1  inches  in  size,  and  over 
160  pages,  gives  much  valuable  technical 
information  concerning  Flying  Ragle  and 
Indian  cents  not  available  elsewhere. 
Minute  die  varieties,  repunchings,  curious 
aspects  — 
some  of 
which  are  ex¬ 
tremely  valu¬ 
able  and  can 


As  we  go  to  press,  we  have 
less  than  50  available  copies  of 
the  deluxe  limited-edition  cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.  Collection.  Each  includes  a 
prices  realized  documenting  the 
many  record  prices  set  in  this 
sale.  It  comes  personally 
autographed  by  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  Raymond  N.  Merena  and 
other  Bowers  and  Merena  team 
members.  Once  these  cata¬ 
logues  are  gone,  they  are  gone 
for  good.  Don't  miss  your  op¬ 
portunity  to  own  this  piece  of 
numismatic  history.  This  su¬ 
perbly-illustrated  catalogue  describes  the  coins  sold  in  Part 
I  and  includes  accompanying  historical  information,  rarity 
data,  pedigree  information,  and  detailed  descriptions  of 
some  of  the  greatest  American  rarities  in  existence.  Every 
numismatist  and  collector  “in  the  know”  will  find  this 
catalogue  an  essential  reference.  Call  to  reserve  your  copy 
today!  List  price  $125. 


be  found 
among  “ordinary”  coins  if  you 
look  carefully — are  described 
and  given  rarity  ratings.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  anyone  interested  in  this 
series  will  find  this  book  to  be 
essential  in  his  or  her  library. 
List  price  $34.50.  (BSN-724) 


Order  Today  and  Save 

What  can  be  fun,  inexpensive,  and  profitable?  Books! 
And,  the  super  buys  we  offer  (all  titles  at  special  discount 
prices)  make  ordering  books  your  best  numismatic  pur¬ 
chase.  As  always,  don’t  forget  our  generous  discounts 
apply  to  every  book  order.  Take  10%  off  any  order 
totaling  up  to  and  including  $  1 00,  and  20%  off  any  order 
over  $100. 

In  the  pages  to  follow  you  will  find  some  of  the  best¬ 
selling  titles  available  for  collectors,  in  all  price  ranges,  and 
covering  all  topics.  Check  the  listings  carefully  and  order 
those  you  don’t  have.  Of  course,  each  and  every  book  comes 
with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee.  We  know  you’ll  be 
delighted. 


Yours  at  a  Great 

Discount 

Price! 

Investing, 

Collecting  & 

Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 

.  Certified, 
Commemoratives 

> 

•  A  must  for  anyone  with  an 
interest  in  the  series. 

•  Softbound.  Stock  #  BLA- 

Hot? 

851.  List  price  $29.95 

Now  half  price  for  only: 

$14.90 

(no  further  discounts  apply) 

A  Great  IMew  Book 
in  Stock! 

Collecting  Coins 
and  Making  Money 

•  Excitement,  information, 
even  scandal  are  yours  in 
Q.  David  Bowers’  nostal¬ 
gic  new  reprint  book.  A 
solid  evening’s  worth  of 
enjoyment! 

•  Softbound,  8-1/2  x  11, 
192  pages,  illustrated. 
Stock#  BBM-401. 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  184  pages,  separate 
pages  devoted  to  each  issue.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Special  Offer:  HB  ver¬ 
sion  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes 
on  ayear-by-year  basis.  168  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 
Read  about  the  history,  art,  ro¬ 
mance,  and  investment  aspect  of 
coins.  306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  deluxe  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the 
ANA  since  its  founding  in  1891.1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 

A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  overview  of  the 
denomination  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  312  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-402)  List  $19.95 


Buyer’s  Guide  to  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  from  1795 
onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 


Save  Money 

l  ake  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100; 
take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100 
(off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


Collecting  Coins  and 
Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Fascinating  reprints  of 
illustrated  articles  on  making 
coins  and  paper  money.  192 
pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-401)  List  $29.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Commemorative  Coins  of 
the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  excellent  and  exhaustive  ref¬ 
erence  work  on  commemora- 
tives  from  the  19th  century- 
1991 .  768  pages,  illustrated. 
►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95 


►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 
^  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


tja  oAVff>sov.ns 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  series  from 
colonials  to  regular  copper,  nickel, 
silver,  and  gold  issues.  572  pages. 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this 
magnificent  collector  and  his  equally  faschinating 
collection.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second  Printing. 
►  Del.  HB  (BBM-146A)  List  $62.50 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


y  COMPANION 


COMpX/V  f  b]SJ 


Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages  each. 

The  Numismatist’s: 

►  Bedside  Companion — SB(BBM-200)  List  $  1 2.95 

►  Countryside  Companion — SB1BBM-207)  List  $  1 2.95 

►  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $  1 2.95 

►  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 

►  Topside  Companion — SB(BBM-209)  List  $12.95 

►  Traveling  Companion — SB(BBM-2I0)  List  $12.95 

►  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List  $  1 2.95 


Coin*  b,  TyP^ 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  information  on 
different  series,  from  one  of 
the  country's  most  knowl¬ 
edgeable  numismatists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by  De¬ 
sign  Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 

^  UnitedStatesCopperCoins: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collec¬ 
tor  and  Investor  — 


cwf '  C”1" 


SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  3<t  and  5<tt 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — 
SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


0 

United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Dkmrated  History 


By  Q,  David  Bowen 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about 

American  gold  coins.  415  pages, 

illustrated 

►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating 
and  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand  (1862- 
1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 

^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof 
coin  manufacture,  character¬ 
istics  ofvarious  styles  of  Proofs, 
and  more.  Year-by-year  analy¬ 
sis.  338  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic  library 
all  in  one  book!  754  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 


To  Order —  Toll  Free 
Call  800-222-5993 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  il 
►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
Details  on  colonial,  state,  and 
early  American  coins.  378  pages, 


Getting  Vour  Two  C  ents  YVorth 

by  Knin  Flynn 


— 


►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide 
^  To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S. 
coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to 
“cherrypick”  rarities.  344  pages. 
Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 

Getting  Your 
Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

A  complete  guide  to  two-cent 
pieces.  112  pages.  Over  330 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


<M>  tOMFLITl  UUIDI  TO 

WALKING 

LIBERTY 

HALF  DOLLARS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

By  Bruce  Fox 

A  complete  look  at  this  popular 
series.  1 54  pages,  with  280  pho¬ 
tographs. 

►  SB  (BFO-107)  List  $29.95 


PAPER  MONEY 

OH  THi: 

UNITED  STATES 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
The  fourteenth  edition  of  this, 
an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  304  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  I  IB  (BFR-105)  l  ist  $24.50 


The  Campfclteiutw  Encyclopedia 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1 1 cuti-il  Stair* 

By  Larry  Briggs 

Guide to  LI  S 

LIBER  I  3  SEAT  ED 
QUARTERS 

All  the  facts  concerning  Liberty 

Commemorative 

Seated  quarters  from  the  first 

COINS 

|| 

issue  in  1 838  to  the  last  in  1 89 1 . 

265  pages,  illustrated. 

►  ,SB(BBR-800)  List  $39.95 

Michael  J.  Hodder 
va!  Q.  David  Bowers 

Itmtfin*,  ColKtins  S.  Ttadtait 

.  Certified. 


COMFUn  IIUIOC  TO 

BUFFALO 

NICKELS 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  H odder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to  commemorative 
coins.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB(BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  H odder  & 

Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 

Investing,  Collecting  & 

Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  must  for  anyone  with  an  interest 
in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 
^  Spir.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  W.  Lange 
A  thorough  guide  to  this  popular 
series.  Nearly  400  photographs. 

►  SB  (BLA-106)  List  $24.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  discussed  on  a 
date-by-date  basis.  112  pages, 
extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia- 
2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margolis 
The  author  discusses  everything  to 
do  with  minting  and  mint  errors. 
370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


Save  Money 

Take  10%  off  all  hook  orders  up  to  $100; 
take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100 
(off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 


SHIELD* LIBERTY  HEAD 

NICKELS 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference  book 
on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Shield  and  Liberty  Head 
Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia 
Mahon 

A  comprehensive  work  on  these 
popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836 

By  A  l  C.  Overton 
Photographs  of  die  varieties 
include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710 
pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 

United  States  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
(Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 
This  book  completely  updates 
and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern  se¬ 
ries.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 

The  United  States  Clad 
Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of 
silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates..  174  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  224  pages,  illustrated. 
^  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $10.05 


The  Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rubtu 

Lists  and  describes  thousands  of 
different  tokens.  824  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

►  SB  iBRll-724)  I  ist  $45.00 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work  by 
\\  illianr  S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  BSH-100)  List  S 50.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 
Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 
An  8-1/2  x  11  volume  filled 
with  information  on  these  two 
popular  series.  Over  160  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BSN-724)  List  $34.50 


Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  recently  published  work  cov¬ 
ering  all  die  varieties,  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  series,  grading 
collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this  work  on 
American  commemoratives. 
386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 

The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every 
coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of  the  mid 
1 800s,  focused  on  the  history  ot  one  establishment  in 
rural  Maine.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


For  the 

Gold  Coin  Collector 


New  Orleans  Mint 
Oold  Coins: 
1819-1909 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold 
Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SBIBWl-812)  List $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint 
Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SBlBWl-814)  List  $  1 9.95 

►  HB1BW1-815)  List  $3 1.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the 
Old  West: 

The  Carson  City 
Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and 
Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB1BW1-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB1BWI-817)  List  $3 1 .95 


Terms  of  Sale 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  ( these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3 .  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1.2%  per  month  ( 1 4%  per  annum) 
after  30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  de¬ 
tails.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  ifyou  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

3.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
ro-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
rhe  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No 
warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and 
do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  ofvarious 
published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953)  that 
our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased 
countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the 
process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful 
rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
a  minor  stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Ser¬ 
vice  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977- 1 979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7 ' .  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

3-  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

1 0.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 
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Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borclcardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing 
Director. 
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Karstedt. 
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•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager ;  Robin  Edgerly, 
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Donna  A.  Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerly. 
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•Accounting  Department  Donald  H.  Snyder,  t  P. A  . 
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RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #\  12  ORDER  FORM 

Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 

COINS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01) 
Net  price: 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount 

Total:  Books  and  postage 


Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount 

$ 

Total:  Coins  and  postage 


ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Books  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Coins  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

Name: 

Subscriptions  (seepage  1  for  details): 

Address: 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Collector  Only 

□ 

$29.00 

Domestic 

□ 

$95.00 

Lvitv:  Diaic  .  '  'I 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

□ 

$150.00 

Telephone: 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□ 

$200.00 

Customer  #: 

Subtotal  of  items 

$ 

1  would  like  to  pay  by: 

Total  Enclosed 

$ 

U  Check  Q  MasterCard  [-J  Visa  LJ  ArnFlx 

Card  #  Exp.  Date: 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  upon  request  on 

orders  over  $500 

Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 

Signature: 

TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 


